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THOMAS SAGA ERKIBYSKUPS.

Prorogus.

Li6st er vordit af letrum peim er lerBir menn leifSu

eftir sik 1 kristninni, at fleiri -enn einn e¥r tveir af
More than . . : 2 2
one writer peira fjold hafa skrifat 4 §missum timum lf ok lof-
on Becket . . . , .
knows to samligar mannraunir hins 4gseta Guds pislarvotts 5
the transla- . . o s . A . .
tor. Théme Cantuariensis in Anglia. Hafa peer i¥nir farit

Whatone Sem verda kann, at pat er einn setti framar?! ok full-
wrote well, . < 2 2 , . 2 3
another let komliga, 1&t annarr? um Ii%a, pvi at peim, er siBar?® var
alone, , py o e - . .
1 verold, virSist eigi naudsynligt at setja sem me3
nyrri letrgerd pat, er 4¥r var frert ok fagrliga samit, 10

Nowithas freegt ok vida borit fyrir margan visan mann. Enn

been found . Y 4. .

Jise to put nG 4 nfjum timum syndist gédflisum monnum nytsam-
onebook all Jigt, at setja samt i eina bok, til lofs ok tignar selum
that has

been said to Théme, pat er af hverra orBum heest berr ok lofsam-
the praise of

Becket, for 1} irsi it 5 5o1f
Becket, for ligast virSist vitrum monnum, at héglifismadr hafi 15

ofpeople  nzerhendis, hvat er hann girnist 1 Guds lofi af praut

yetired life. ok polinmeedi pessa pislarvotts ; pvi at vel m4 segja, me®

monastic  teknu deemi, at hans blezut 4sjéna hefir dreift farit,
sem pat skirasta gler kann au¥syna, er sundr tekst i
marga luti, pvi at hver hans lifsbék, sem lesin var®, 20
liéBar enn leynir eigi, hver ha¥ar skuggsjé* ok hofs-
ingja spegill hann hefir verit forménnum kristninnar
med hreinleik ok har¥lifi, me¥ slmusuge?di ok Gbeyg¥ri

L framarr, T. me strongly to suspect that the ori-
: annar, T, ginal reading here was hugsjo, the
sidarr, T. mind’s eye-mark, example.

* shugsjo, T.; the single ¢ leads
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THE STORY OF ARCHBISHOP THOMAS.

A A A s NV

PROLOGUE.

MANIFEST, indeed, it hath become, from such writings
as learned folk have left behind them in Christendom,
that more than one or two of their number have, at
sundry times, written the life and the laudable trials
of that excellent martyr of God, Thomas Cantuariensis
in Anglia. Now it bath fared with such works as
is like to befall, that whatsoever one set forth after
a full and perfect fashion, another let pass by, in
that he who was later in the world deemed it not
expedient to compound as with a new manner of writ-
ing, that which had been already related and wrought
in a fair way, the same being renowned withal, and
having been widely borne abroad before many a wise
man. But now in these latter times it hath seemed
to men of goodwill profitable that in one book should
be put together, for the praise and the honour of the
blessed Thomas, whatsoever might seem to wise men to
be most exalted and most full of praise in the words of
each writer, in order that persons of still manner of life
might have near at hand whatsoever by the will of God
they might yearn for of the trials and the longsuffering
of the martyr. For it may well be said, speaking by
way of similitude, that his blessed visage hath become
widely spread, even as the brightest glass sheweth which
is scattered in sunder into many bits ; in that every
book of his life being read pronounceth loudly but con-
cealeth nowise what an exalted glass and lordly mirror
he hath been unto the rulers of the church in purity and
hardness of living, in almsgiving and unbent stead-
A2
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4 THOMAS SAGA ERKIBYSKUPS.

staBfesti, alt til krGnu bléBsins. Enn nt hédan upp
i fr4 kann vera, at nokkurum sfnist, sem pessi bék
megi me® rdttu kallast ein ok sambaldin 4sjdna med
lifspattum, bréfum ok jartegnum hins sxla Théme.
Nt gefi pat Jestis Kristr, fyrir 4rnaarord sinnar setu 5
mé8ur! ok meyjar, Marie, ok verSleika hins heilaga
Théme, at petta verk svd upp-byrist, framm-flytist ok
lakist, at honum sé til lofs ok dfr¥ar, enn peim, er
heyra, til andligrar gle®i, ok d4rnaBarorfs vi¥ smlan
Thémam. 10

KAP? L

HER BYRJAR 806GU THOMAS ERKIBYSKUPS.

A dégum Urbani pafa, annars me® pvi nafni, ok Hein-
Villiam the polcs Heinrekssonar, Mislendu ® keisara, vann Vilhjalmr
qonensol- Ridujarl er kalla®r var bastardr, England undir sik 15
Baoir™  me3 herskildi af Haraldi Gu¥inasyni® ok rikti xx. 4r
Godwison. ok eitt. Hann &tti eftir prj4 syni, ok hetu Vilhj&lmr,®
Hissons.  Rodbert ok Heinrekr., Vilhjélmr t6k riki, pvi at hann
williom  var elztr ; hann var kalla®r Vilhjélmr raudi;? hann var
Rufus. thentiligr ma¥r Englands kristni, pvi at hann var bae¥i 20
Robert goes metnaBarsamr ok stérum 4gjarn. Bredr hans voru

on a crusade

foderusa- {itignir menn 1 landi, par til at Rodbert krossa¥ist til

1 modr, T. 5 King of England from Jan. 6 to

2 This heading, with the accom. | Oct: 14, 1066.

panying number, is added by the ¢ King of England, 1087-1100.

editor throughout. 7 Here the story is confused,
William being the second son, and
Robert the rightly born to the
crown who, while William seized
upon the treasury and the kingdom
at Winchester, and got himself
fraudulently crowned in London,

. succeeded quietly to the dukedom
theﬁﬁ’%Mldlaud experor, emp. of | Normangv {-Ienry alone could
e _ X P
i;?)e. urope, Henry IV., 1056- | 1o 5214 to abide without honours in
) the land, since a certain sum of
) Earl of Rouen, 1035-1066; | money was all he inherited after his
king of England, 1066-1087, father.

8 misPndu, T., an hapaxlegomenon
which must be understood to mean
Germany ; formed from midr (?),
gen. miBs, midmost; mislenda qs.
miBs-lenda (epr. misnesi qs. miSs-
nesi?) midland, mislendu keisar:

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108049214
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-04921-4 - A Life of Archbishop Thomas Becket in Icelandic: Volume 1
Edited by Eirikr Magnisson

Excerpt

More information

THE STORY OF ARCHBISHOP THOMAS. 3

fastness even unto the blood of his crown. But from
this time henceforth belike it may seem to some folk
as if this book might be rightly called one countenance,
holden together by the life-tales, letters, and mira-
cles of the blessed Thomas. May Jesus Christ now
grant, by the intercession of his sweet Mother and
Maiden Mary, and by the merits of the holy Thomas,
that this work so begin, continue and end, that it be
to the praise and the glory of Him, but for spiritual
joy to those who hearken thereto, and be worthy of
the intercession of the blessed Thomas.

CHAP. I
HERE BEGINNETH THE STORY OF ARCHBISHOP THOMAS.

In the days of pope Urban, the second of that name, and
Henry, the son of Henry, Mid-Europe emperor, William
the earl of Rouen, who was called the Bastard, won for
himself England with war-shield, from Harold Godwin-
son, and reigned twenty years and one. He left behind
him three sons, hight William, Robert and Henry.
William took the realm, being the oldest. He was
called William the Red. He was a right unprofitable
man for England’s church, being both full of pride and
mightily covetous. His brethren abode without honours
in the land until Robert took the cross for Jerusalem,
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6 THOMAS SAGA ERKIBYSKUPS.

Jérsala, ok ték 6veegiligt! lausagéz? Gt af konungs-
gardi, at hann metti vel fara lands ok lagar. Enn er
williamre- fehirzlan var néliga hreinsut, legst Vilhjilmr konungr

sorts to ex- . - . “ .
tortion and. { herna®¥, at afla fjir { pann sta®, ok herjar eigi 4
all manner s . . - .

of oppres- hei¥inn dém e¥r ttlenzka hofSingja, heldr 4 hinn 5
8101 O (]

church.  saklausa svein, Drottin Jestm ; pvi at hann setr Gpolligt
gjald 4 klaustr ok kirkjur { Engla,ndl heldr byskups-
stéla ok 4bétademi svd lengi undir sinu valdi, sem
hann lystir, s{8an formenn falla frd, enn eigi skal aBra
til kjésa ; skutlar jar¥ir ok eignir kirknanna ok dregr 10

Secularizes UNAIr konungsgar®, ok er 1{ti¥ leid, sogBu® jastisar

ey sy valdsing® at pat hefSi sfinliga konungs eign verit.

t hi . P . . ;
Justices, for. Kennimanna fundi® { landinu, er peir kalla sinodos,

id: d; ] qe . , A P

tobe hetd, Vildi hann einga® hafa lita, ok svd mikil var st
introd . 0 . .
royalous.  eymdar Agirnd til fjdr ok frelsis, er hann héf ok efldi 15
toms, drives . N . . . .

some people MGt Kristnum rett 1 Englandi, at af peim innleiSslum,
into exile, . b . . . .

and puts siSleysum ok évonum leiddi své langar limar, at margs
others to ’ . .

death. manns lif dré til GtlegBar, ok suma um sidir, sem

greinast mun, alt framm i dauda dyrr.
NG svéd rasandi sem fér konungl pessi, fellr honum 20
Is killed by handleggr himnakonungsins; pvi at 4 dyra,veﬁSl var hann
shot. skotinn 1 gegnum at dvilja sjdlfs sins riddara, er
Gallterus? heét; pad haf®i hann verit konungr xiij. 4r.
Ligu P4 héfﬁingjalausir prir  byskupsstélar ok t6lf
klaustr, til vitnis um pat sem tja%ist fyrri. Eftir hans 25
dag var Rodbert neestr ok ték riki at oldrum. Enn
Bemry Beau- sakir pess at hann er nd fyrir utan haf, tekr Hein-
comes king. rekr® bré¥ir hans konungdém. Ok litlu siSar kemr
Rodbert aftr ok hefr? 4kall i1 rikis, enn Heinrikr vill

eingum '* kosti upp gefa. Fara sv4 peira skifti, at peir 30

! This measureless—literally un- § @eynga, T.
weighable—treasure amounted to 7 8ir Walter Tyrell.
10,000 marks only. 8 Henry Beauclerc, king of Eng-
2 lausagodz, T. land 1100-1135.
3 saugdu, T. 9 hefir, T.
* valldzins, T. © eyngum, T.

4 8o U.; fund, T.
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THE STORY OF ARCHBISHOP THOMAS. 7

carrying with him a measureless wealth from the
king’s court, that he might fare well by land and
sea. But now that the treasury was well nigh
cleared out, king William fell a-harrying to gather
wealth instead thereof; not waging war, however,
against heathendom or foreign lords, nay, but rather
against that sackless child, the Lord Jesus, in that he
laid unbearable taxes on cloisters and churches in
England, holding bishops’ seats and abbatships under
his sway, as long as it listed him, after the death
of the rulers, and forbidding others to be chosen in
their stead; squandering moreover the estates and
other properties belonging to the churches, and draw-
ing them under the crown, which, when a short time
had passed by, the justices of the kingdom said had
ever been the king’s very own. Of the meetings
of the elerks in the country, which they call synods,
he would let none be holden, and so exceeding great
was that wretched greed for fee and freedom, which he
taised and emboldened against Christian right in Eng-
land, that from those enactments, evil customs and
abuses spread such far-reaching limbs as did draw
many a man s life into exile, and brought others, at last,
as will be set forth hereafter, even unto death’s door.
Now headlong as the king went on in his madness,
the arm of the King of heaven fell upon him, in that
he was unwilfully shot through, at a deer-hunt, by
one of his knights, by name Walter, when he had
been king for thirteen years. At that time there lay
reft of their rulers three bishops’ chairs and twelve
cloisters, in testimony of what has been said before.
After his day Robert stood next, and took the realm by
right of age. But whereas he was even then beyond
the seas, his brother Henry took upon him the king-
dom. Now, shortly afterwards his brother Robert re-
turned and laid claim to the realm, but Henry would
give it up to him on no condition whatever. And in
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8 THOMAS SAGA ERKIBYSKUPS.

Heo and Ro- eiga tvaer orrustur, ok i peiri si®ari! er Rodbert fang-

he latier inn? ok settr { varShald. Leiddi hann sv4 sitt 1lif sem
sonerforlife. einn  heremita, pvi at bré¥ir hans tradi henum aldri.
Ferr hann sv4 or s6gu pessarri.
Enn Heinrikr styrkist nd { konungs wvaldi; ferr 5
honum, sem hdttr er veraldar hofSingja, at eingin
pykkist dhalla krfinu bera, utan hann baldi me?

kappi pat, sem helt haps forellri; ok pvi verdr, sem

Punishment 1,6k vottar, pykksettr stiginn i loganum, p4 er hverr
iooropnas. erfir annan 1 dleyfSum lutum. Af stiga peim er lesit 10

popery” in Speculo. Jarl einn dré rangliga undir sik heilagrar

kirkju eign, ok pi somu heldu?® sttmenn hverr eftir
annan. pvi birtist svd einni sdl, at stigi peira freenda
st6% uppreistr i dynjanda loga, me¥ peiri skipan, at
s4 er nfliga anda¥ist skyldi o taka hit efsta stig, enn 15
a¥rir skyldu p4 um reit* rfma ni¥r undan, par til at
Guds mildi meeddist 4 pessu réttdeemi, pvi ab sélin
hvarf aftr i likam, at bo®%a peim er enn lif8i, hverr
dau®i honum var handviss, ok hann skipa®i gjarna
aftr eignina, at hann metti forBast samssetisbruna 99
sinna settmanna® NG mun s§nast sem stigagrein pessi
ldti at konunginum i Englandi, eigi pvi minnr pétt
sagan lengist. NG svd sem vér hofum byrjat kon-
ungatal i Englandi fyrir peim stérti®indum, sem eftir
kvomu, své synist vel fallit at greina me® fim klausum, 25
hversu ¢ erkistéllinn i Cancia bi¥r pess hofBingja, er
hann fekk freegastan um alla sina daga.

! sidarri, T. % This legend is, no doubt, drawn
? Taken prisoner in the battle of | from one of the Specula of Vincent
Tenchbray 1106 ; died in prison, in | of Beauvais, but I have had to give

Cardiff castle, 1135, up verifying it, after some search.
3 hielidu, T. 8 huerssu, T.
4 reitt, 'T.
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THE STORY OF ARCHBISHOP THOMAS. 9

such wise their dealings turned out, that they fought
two battles, in the latter of which Robert was taken
prisoner, and put into a dungeon. So he led his life
as a hermit, because his brother trusted him never
afterwards. And thus he droppeth out of this story.

But Henry, gathering now strength in his kingly
power, fareth after the ways of worldly lords, none of
whom thinketh that he may wear an untottering crown,
unless he hold with might and main that, which his
parents held before him ; and therefore, as witnesseth a
book, the ladder in the flame waxeth thickly thronged, in
that each succeedeth to the heritage of the other in things
forbidden. Of this ladder you may read in the Speculum.

A certain earl seized wrongfully upon the praperties
of holy church, which same his kinsmen held, one after
the other. Now it was revealed to a certain soul,
that the ladder of these kinsmen stood raised up in
the midst of roaring flames, by such ordinance, that each
one newly dead had to take his station in the upper-
most step, and all the others must needs move one step
down ; till at length God’s mercy waxed weary with
this rightwise award, so that this soul returned again
into a body, to bring warning to him who was still
alive what death unfailingly awaited him. But he was
right fain to restore the property, that he might escape
burning in fellowship with his kinsfolk. Now it will
be seen that this tale of the ladder pointeth indeed to
the king of England, and none the less so the longer
the story groweth. And now, since we have begun the
tale of the kings of England before telling of the
great things which follow, it seemeth well fitting to set
forth in a few clauses, how the chief throne at Canter-
bury awaiteth the most renowned lord whom in all its
days it received.
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10 THOMAS SAGA ERKIBYSKUPS,

KAP. II.

ANSELMUS VARP ERKIBYSKUP I CANCIA.

Vilhjalmr bastar®r, sem enn var hann jarl i RaBu-
borg, efldi hann klaustr af grundvelli 1 peim sta®,
st. Etienne € Kadon ! heitir, { seemd hins signa¥a Stephani pro- 5

S cdm by tomartiris.? par til fokk hann semiligan formann, er
Bostand, " ht Lanfrancus,? siSlmtisma¥r mikill* ok meistari einkar
{‘g‘gﬁ%‘; djtpr, hann var 48r priér Beccensis; enn pann tima
abbat, after- Kr +4 ey § 1 3 3
ards sl sem bast}ar& t_;ok riki 1 Englandi fylgdi hann erki-
oy, stélnum { Cancia, at hann gaf upp sagBan Kadonensem 10
4b6ta, at hann yr8i® Kantuariensis erkibyskup. pessi
Crowned Lanfrancus vigdi til kr@u Vilbjdlm k.onung rau%SajL ; \far%S
Rufus, pvi nokkuru likt um peira sampykki, medan peir lifSu
b43ir, pvi at konungr 1&t° sem hann skyldi pyrma hon-
Al e, WL Eftir La,nfra,nkum. {xthaﬁn'n var An§elmqs .erki- 15
becomes o Pyskup, &3r priér Beccensis.” Reis mi%il peira Vilhjalms

of Canter-  konungs svd hord alda, at erkibyskup var® at ryma

bury: A
selm gets
into trouble
with the
king and has
to leave the
country.

land, 48r dau®i Vilhjalms konungs gaf honum aftrhvarf

ok heimfararleyfi. Eftir Anselmum framm-farinn til
Gu¥s, sem vel birtist 1 hans andldti, kemr Theébaldus & 20

1 Kadon = Cadomum, now Caen.

2 This Benedictine monastery,
originally called Sanctus Stephanus,
pow St. Etienne de Caen, was
founded by William the Conqueror,
in expiation of his unlawful mar-
riage, a few years before the con-
quest, and soon rose to the first
rank among the religious houses of
Normandy. Gallia Christiana, xi.
421-422,

3 Lanfranc, archbishop of Can-
terbury 1070-1089, had formerly
been prior of Bec from before
1050-1063, and afterwards abbat of
Sanctus Stephanus 1063-1070. Ib.
422-423.

4 mickil, T.

5 wurdi, T.

8 liet, T.

7 Anselm, archbishop of Canter-
bury 1093-1109, prior of Bec from
1063 up to his translation to Can-
terbury. Jb. 424-425.

8 Theobald, prior of Bec 1127-
1136, abbat of the same monastery
1137-1139, archbishop of Canter-
bury 1139-1161. Jb. 229. The
space of thirty years, intervening
between the death of Anselm and
the accession of Theobald, and
occupied, exclusive of vacancies,
by the archiepiscopate of Ralph of
Escures 1114-1122, and that of
William Corbeuil, 1128~1136, is
entirely ignored here.
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