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INCIPIT CRONICUM 8COTORUM
A

TINNSCANTOR CROINIC NOC 8COT (CN'0O80.

TU15, a Lécchchip, pa adbap qpmde, ocup go pollup
20 recna eimealzayp, gupab €d ap &l Lnn Tpafoao
caga ocur afcumaip 00 oénum ap oprin na 8coc
amdin pan copre, of pragbil Lirvacoa na leapap
appin amng. Comd cpe pin iappammaro oipby gan
ap nmincpeachad oo, uap opeoammanp gupab aobal
an ceapnam hé.

Prma Munor aecar contines annop 1uxca Sbpaop
moclut. luxca uepo .lxx. Invepppever a1 millia,
ccxln, quae cTota pepnt 1n LUtio ICUT INTANTICM
mepgepe rolec oblimo. . genepacioner

€z ro map avep an zaoroeal nmmip na haopa ro.

1T e bloona L. re cev cput oo pimim,
Mile mén an aipmim 6 (Coham go oilnn,

lct. u. £ L x mlxcie anno munol.

1n hoc anno temz prlaa alictiup oe Fpeerp ao Nibep-
mam cw nomen epac hepru, no bepba, no cerap, ec .L.
plhice, ec 1w cum ea.  Ladpa zubepnacon eopum
PwT qui ppamup 0 Nibepma cumulocuy ers: hoc non
NAPNRANT aNTIGUA BCOTOpUM.

the abbreviation for “ramn,” f.e a
verse.

4 Kal. v., f. I. x.: i.e. the Kalends,
. . or first, of January fell on the 5th
from Adam to Noah, inclusive. feria, or day of the week (Thursday),

8 Age. In the margin opposite to | which was the tenth day of the Moon’s
this couplet occurs the character “qn.,” | age.

s 8
1 To swallow. mge, for mepgene
(mergere), A.
2 Ten generations: i.e. reckoning
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INCIPIT CHRONICUM SCOTORUM,
1.6

THE CHRONICLE OF THE SCOTI IS BEGUN HERE.

UNDERSTAND, Reader, that for a certain reason, and
plainly to avoid tediousness, what we desire is to make a
short Abstract and Compendium of the History of the
Scoti only in this copy, leaving out the lengthened details
of the Books of History ; wherefore it is that we entreat
of you not to reproach us therefor, as we know that it is
an exceedingly great deficiency.

The First Age of the world contains 1656 years
according to the Hebrews, but 2242 according to the
Seventy Interpreters; all which perished in the Deluge, in
the same manner that oblivion is wont to swallow! up
infancy. Ten generations.?

Thus do the Gaedhel express the number of this age®:—

Six years, fifty, and six hundred, as I reckon,
A great thousand I count from Adam to the Flood.

Kal. v. £.1 10.* Apno Mundi 1599.°

In this year the daughter of one of the Greeks came A.M.1599.
to Hibernia, whose name was hEriu, or Berba, or Cesar,
and fifty maidens, and three men, with her. Ladhra was
their conductor, who was the first that was buried in
Hibernia. This the antiquaries of the Scoti do not® relate.

5 Anno Mundi 1599. Tlxoix forty years, and others forty days,
(m.Ixcix.), A.; apparently a mistake | before the Flood; but in either case
for i.oxcie. (m.dxeix.) The Irish | the figures 1599 are incorrect.
chroniclers differ as to the date of the -
alleged arrival in Ireland of Cesar 6 Not. ., A., for non; or possibly
(pron. Kesar); some referring it to for nune.

B2
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4 CRONICUM SCOTORUM.

Secunoa aecar Muno1l 1MCIPIT quae CONTINET annoyp
ccxen. 1uxed .. €bpoor, uc Poeva Wt i—

O o1linn 5o h(Cbnpam h1 genan tap yéourd
Oa blicoain baile Toutt, noact an o1b céootb,

1uxca ueno Incepppecer, -ocece.xl.

lct.  Cano muno moocccliz. Ve mblichna rappin
co oipgaoiled an cuip.  1x. mblicdna sappin so Lenuy.
hoc anno Pemuyp compoppuic bepla na ngaoroel a
Lxx.11. Lingip, €6 poyT oeoic Jaoroeal pilio Cgnomin,
A. X% ANNO POPT DEITRUCTIONEM TUNUT NEMNOT.

TenTia qecap MCIPIc quae contines annoyp ocece.xbit.
€t memc a nacimscace Copam, Ut DIMT pPoeTa,

On gen 11 gen Fabad go Vawro m pload peord
Cechpada 0o bladnab naor .c. 5o moemin,

Cnno L. aecaoir (Chpaham Pappcalon 1n htbeﬂmam
vemc. CCp e an Pappcalon 1o ceo po sab Epnn 1ap
notlinn, a cecroman, x11. LOR Mg, octoap a lin, a.
cetpap peap ocup cecpap ban.  Ro popbppric r1apum
5o papocean L. ap cecpe mile pean ocur mile ban.

Cetpe mage an epinn po perordbeea la Pappcalon
A. mag Tupen, no neoapd, la Connachoai, ez mag
Sene La Connachca B, ocur mag nica La La13na1‘6, ocur
mog Lacpann La Oal (Cpdide, ocup Leemag La h. mic
o, ecip bm ocup Camur-

Sefc mblhiadna 1ap nzabail €penn oo Pappcalon

1 Tower: i.e. The Tower of Babel. tract on the Gaedhlic language in the

2 Agnoman. The Gaeidhel, or | Book of Lecan, fol. 152, a; and Todd’s
Gaedhel, to whom Fenius is alleged | Nennius, p. 234.
to have committed the Gaedhlic lan-
guage, is called Gaedhel, son of Etheor,
in some authorities, and Gaedhel Glas,
son of Agnon, or Angen (who was 4 The 14tk of May. o c. x1m., A.
Fenius's nephew), in others. See a | The letter c. appears to stand for

8 After the destruction. {JdoyT Iy~
Tpuccion—, A.
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CHRONICUM SCOTORUM. 5

The Second Age of the world begins, which contains
292 years, that is according to the Hebrews, as the poet
says :i—

From the Flood to Abraham, who was happily born,
Two full, prosperous years, ninety and two hundred ;

but according to the [Ixx.] Interpreters, 940 years.

Kal. Anno Mundi 1859. Ten years after that to the A.M.1859.
demolition of the Tower.! Nine years after that to
Fenius. In this year Fenius composed the language of
the Gaeidhel from seventy-two languages, and subse-
quently committed it to Gaeidhel, son of Agnoman,? viz.,
in the tenth year after the destruction’® of Nimrod’s
Tower.

The Third Age commences, which contains 942 years,
and it begins with the birth of Abraham, as the poet
said :—

From that birth, without peril, to David, the faithful prince,
Forty-two years and nine hundred, certainly.

In the sixtieth year of the age of Abraham, Parrthalon
arrived in Hibernia. This Parrthalon was the first who
occupied Erinn after the Flood. On a Tuesday, the 14th
of May,* he arrived, his companions being eight in
number, viz.:—four men and four women. They multi-
plied afterwards until they were in number 4,050 men
and 1,000 women.

There were four® plains cleared in Erinn by Parrthalon,
viz.:—Magh Tuiredh, or nEdara, in Connacht; and Magh
Sere in Connacht; and Magh Ita in Laighen; and Magh
Latrainn in D4l Araidhe; and Lecmagh in Ui Mac Uais,
between Bir and Camus.

Seven years after the occupation of Erinn by Parrthalon,

cercaun, or cecyroman—May.  See & Four. Cetne, A. The text
Cormac’s Glossary, voce ceopomean. enumerates five.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781108048705
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-04870-5 - Chronicum Scotorum: A Chronicle of Irish Affairs, from the Earliest
Times to A.D. 1135

Edited by William M. Hennessy

Excerpt

More information

6 CRONICUM 8COTORUM.

conoeapbdlc an ced pep va munzIp 2. Pea a canm.  ap
ann o hadnact a mmg pea, cond vao o hammmeleo.

8ect Lo¢ maomanna po Eip a pplachiup Pappcaléin
2. loc mepcu, ocup Lo woeces, Lo& Lwgline, Lo&
Ruopwiohe, Lot Ccopa, ocur munpcola bpena. Tm
blicona 1ap ceona ca€ po bpir Pappcalon fop pomon-
chab 4. oemna 1ap ppip « noealbab oaoinab, o
rleamna® maoge 1€a 2. pip co ndon lama® ocup
70 néon copmb.

(Cn bhiaoan 00 Tanarcap aobat Slanga an cecpam-
had caipet Enpeann, 50 po adonacht La Pappcalén a pleb
Slange, contd uad canmmgzep an rliab.  Cn blicoain
16p. nég Slanga comaom Loéa Larglinne ec mopy etuy,
unoe ppiup nominacup. 0P em1oe an cedparhad ape
€peann. Oz clade a pepca no meabard an loc; ev
gomaom loCa €copa ecip plicb Mooapn ocupr rhiak
Pucro.  Life blicona rapum tomarom Loba Ruopaide
La hUllow B, 1pin blicoain ceona mupcola mbnéna Tap
i, como é an peccmao Loch. OCp ni capnic Pappoalon
an epinn ap a cenn aft opi loCa €T .x. nabne 4. Loc

wmmg, ocur Lo Lopopemuin og rlra mip La mumoan,
ocup tmmnloc Ippar h. Lpacpad.  1te, 1moppo, na .x.
nabne 4. Duap, eroip VGl napmde e o4l pdoa, ocuy
Ruipceé abs Lippe, ec benba Langen, g Laor La mumain,
ocup Samaoip ecip Jh. Pricepal, Mooapn eoip Cinel

1 Seven. Six only are mentioned 6 His: i.e. Laighline’s, The clause
in the following list. See next note. which follows, though clearly paren-
2 Lock Con. Omitted in A. The | thetical, is not marked so in the MS.

eruption of Loch Con is stated in the
ancient Irish Records generally to
have occurred during Parrthalon’s
reign. See Keating's Ireland, Hali-
day’s ed., p. 169.

3 Slemains: i.e. smooth places, or
plains.

4 The Fourth: i.e. one of the four
chieftains, sons of Parrthalon.

5§ Named: i.e. from whom it re-
ceived its first name, being afterwards
called SUigh Domangaipo, now
Sliabh Donard.

7 Prius.  {up, A., the 1 being
omitted over the first letter, the word
being frequently written in the abbre-

viated form puy.

§ Brena. munoola Dpend, A.:
t.e. the sea flood of Brena, now Strang-
ford Lough, the * Fretum Brene”
mentioned in St. Patrick’s life in the
Book of Armagh. See St Patrick,
Apostle of Ireland, by Rev. J. H.
Todd, D.p., p. 406, =. 4.

9 Fordremuin. Inthe margin of A.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781108048705
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-04870-5 - Chronicum Scotorum: A Chronicle of Irish Affairs, from the Earliest
Times to A.D. 1135

Edited by William M. Hennessy

Excerpt

More information

CHRONICUM SCOTORUM. 7

the first man of his people died, viz. :—Fea was his name.
In Magh Fea he was buried ; from him, therefore, it has
been named.

There were seven! lake eruptions through the land in
the reign of Parrthalon, viz :—Loch Mesca, and Loch
Decet, Loch Laighline, Loch Rudhraidhe, Loch Echtra,
and the sea inundation of Brena, [and Loch Con®].
Three years afterwards occurred the first battle which
Parrthalon gained, in the Slemains® of Magh Itha, over
the Fomorians, viz.—they were Demons, truly, in the
guise of men, 7.e. men with one hand and one leg each.

In the succeeding year died Slanga, the fourth* chieftain
of Erinn, who was interred by Parrthalon in Sliabh
Slanga; hence from him the mountain has been named.®
The year after Slanga’s death, occurred the eruption of
Loch Laighline, and his® death ; unde prius” nominatur; (he
was the fourth? chieftain of Erinn ; in digging his grave
the lake burst forth) ; and the eruption of Loch Echtra,
between Sliabh Modharn and Sliabh Fuaid. Twenty
years afterwards occurred the eruption of Loch Rudraidhe,
in Uladh., In the same year the sea inundation of Brena?
broke over the land, so that it is the seventh lake; for
Parrthalon found in Erinn before him but three lakes and
ten rivers, viz. :—Loch Luimnigh, Loch Fordremuin® at
Sliabh Mis, in Mumhan, and Finn Loch of Irrus Ui
Fiachrach. The ten'® rivers, moreover, were, the Buas,
between D4l Araidhe'' and D4l Riada, and the Ruirtech
or River Liffe; and the Berbha of Laighen; and the Laoi
in Mumhan ; and the Samaoir, between Ui Fiachrach and

occurs a memorandum in the hand-

writing of Roderick O’Flaherty, par-

tially destroyed, enumerating the

names of the ancient lakes :—

“Fordremanus [Finnloch, Loch Lur-
gan stagna vetusta],

Quos, quam culta prius, fudit Ierna

lacus.”

See Ogygia, p. 164,

10 The names of the ten rivers are
written in the margin in O’Flaherty’s
handwriting, thus:—

“ Banna, Sligo, Bosius, Finn, Liffeus,
Erna, Mogornus,
Berva, Lius, Muadus, flumina prisca
decem.”
See O’Flaherty’s Ogygia, p. 164,
11 pal ndraidke. 20 nuf—te, A,
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8 CROMICUM S8COTORUM.

Conall ocup Cinel n€ogoun, ocur finn €T banna an
Ulloa B, Muwd ocup Slicceé La Connachcoirb.

Ceéna bliabna 1o ccomarom Dpena bar Pappoalém.
€ ren Mg €aloa po habnols. O @pe, umoppo,
arpenan 8en mag oepiom, ap nip genap £100 ann pam.
"Va blicroain ap cecee. no ceee. ut €ochaoh c. po baor
mmzep  Pappocaloin an €unn.  Ceona  oumbad
Thmg an €pann 1ap notlinn 4. cam muinoipe Pappda-
1610, Do poprbains o1a Lucn 1 JCt. mao, ocup popcennpas
sup an tomnaé 00 Tanapcap. (Cp oon dumbad pin
mumnoipe Pappcaldn aobepan camletoa pep n€peann.

axxx®. bliordna 1o bap Pappcaldim o€pnn o pars 50
zomg Mimeo mac Conomain .uu. an 1nbep 8gene.
Tabarp Epnn saprin amal noipcep a ngapalod
€mnenn.

fct.  cCnno munos 1.m. ceclu. hoc TEMPONE NOFAPTAT
Tipbolg Epunn.  8eo non hoc ppobanoum erc.

]CI:. OCnno muno1 n.m.ceccxe -l 1t an campip M

pogoabrat Tuaka oe VDanann pop Lepard Dolg 4. "Deal-
baot ocup Opepp, an Dagoa, Nuwba, ogapr Ozha, €c
peligu.

]-Ct. Cnno muno 1.m. cccec.xlint. NELL mac Lentor
1 (CegrpTum uems, peproupr mulsapum Linguapum.

CCocor udnm Burb, a legnicé, naé po Uim paocan an
Trlecoa 7o 00 Fpappned opum, conad wp tn alim

1 Eockaidh: i.e. Eochaidh O’Floinn, % Succeeding. 0 anr%, for 00
a celebrated Irish poet and historian, | ggn arcan, A.; Lt “that suc-
who died about the year 984. ceeded.”

2 Sang. c. for *Cecinit,” A, There
is a copy of a poem attributed to
Eochai(f]zr O’Floir?n, in the Leabkar ® Death. Y., A.; abbrev. for bar-
Gabkala of O'Clery (R. Ir. Acad.), p. 7 Adhnoman. The meaning of the
18, which gives 300 years as the dura- | characters “uu,” which follow the
tion of theParrthalonian occupation of | name of Adhnoman, is not clear, unless
Treland ; but a copy of the same poem | they represent the words ““woa corg,”
in the Book of Lecan, fol. 274, has 500. | for “oa coro,” “ who went.”

3 Happened. Tarig, A.; lit. 8 In the Invasions: i.e.in the “Books
‘ came.” of Invasions.”

5 Tamhleachda : i.e. Plague graves.
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CHRONICUM SCOTORUM. 9

Cinel Conaill ; the Modharn, between Cinel Conaill and
Cinel Eoghain; and the Finn and Banna in Uladh; the
Muaidh and Sligech in Connacht.

Four years after the eruption of Brena, the death of
Parrthalon took place. In Sen Magh Ealta he was buried.
The reason, moreover, why that is called Sen Magh is
because no tree ever grew there. Five hundred and two,
or 402 years, as Eochaidh' sang,? Parrthalon’s people were
in Erinn. The first plague that happened?® in Erinn after
the Flood was the pestilence of Parrthalon’s people. It
commenced on Monday, the 1st of May, and prevailed
until the succeeding® Sunday. From that plague of
Parrthalon’s people the Tamhleachda® of the men of
Erinn are called.

Erinn was waste for thirty years after the death® of
Parrthalon, until Nimhedh, son of Adhnoman’ .tu. came
to Inbher Sgene. He occupied Erinn afterwards, as it is
related in the Invasions® of Erinn.

Kal. Anno Mundi 2355. At this time the Fir Bolg
occupied Erinn. But this has not been proved.®

Kal. Anno Mundi 2390.)° In this time the Tuatha De
Danann, viz., Dealbaeth, and Bress, the Daghda, Nuadha,
and!' Ogmbha, and the rest,'? overcame the Fir Bolg.

Kal. Anno Mundi 2544.'2 Nel, son of Fenius, learned
in many languages, went to Egypt.

A.M. 2355.

AM. 2390.

AM. 2544,

You have heard from me, O, Readers, that I like not
to have the labour of writing this section imposed on me,
wherefore it is that I beseech of you, for the sake of true

9 But this has not been proved. Y.
1. . ppobanoum (for *“sed non hoe
probacum”) ept, A.  See O'Fla-
herty's Ogygie, p- 73, where the date
of the arrival of the Fir Bolg in
Ireland is fixed at A.M. 2657; and
Todd's Nennius, p. 14, n. .

10 2390, The MS. A. reads 11.m.
cecxc.xcbim, the last six characters

(xlim) being surrounded, as shown-

in the text, by a circle of dots, in
token of deletion.

1 And. ogapyy A.; for oguy or

1".
12 And the rest. —pliqu, for ec
neligut (et reliqui), A.
13 2544. 1.m.cccxcxlnn. A., ma-
nifestly a mistake for t1.m.cccecalini.
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10 CrRONiICUM SCOTORUM.

oipb ore pip Eoigle gan fingpim Tpio (mad Tuigten
Lip cpeo pooena 1nn amlard) op ap vemin naé 16o clainn
Pipbimg ap cincad.

kct. Tocomla ono Miio mac bile a h€arbdin ovon
8cichia ocup ap an 8cichia an €1zpz 1an nguin Replon
mic Nemain (amail gapoup o ngabalatb €peann); et
na cu1g 5unob 50 sap 1ap Nell an (Cezips, alt 1l bliadna
na o1y Cena, paamg MMiLd ar 1n Scichia wap nguin
Rerlomp oc copnarn pladir na Scitia.  Céo mbape a
mép cablaé amml aEprupery an cape of ap cappnzed
an Coipp.  Chrg Lanamna .. gacha baipce ocup amurp
gzan mnaoi 1nce.  OCnpas op mipa o mnnp Tappobana;
TP Mip cile DNO POR PAIPEE MANA . FO NANCUTTAR
30 Topann, 30 35 aegipce. Ro poflaymmMc raoprt
anoupim.  (Cnpac ocht mblicona la Lopann an (CEZpT
appo pilas o« MU oana ocup a Ml gnmoma, Luro Scota
ingen Popann go Mlid mac Dile.  laprm oo &b
MLd cona rluwd pop muip mop, ocup Scoca 1ngen
Topramn leipy, cap inmip Tappobanae, ocup anpac mip
mge.  Impao 1oprin cimeioll na 8citia Do 1nbep mapa
Cairp.  (Cnpac Topc Teopa nomava pop muip Corp
PRIa 060 na mupouann conoaveraipce Caicep onaoi.
Rarpc rapum pead pno Slebe Ripe acuad gun zabras

! Fault. 'The meaning of this is,
that the uncertainty of the events

gen. mana norhna, being a corrup-
tion of “mare rubrum.” See Todd’s

narrated is not to be attributed to
negligence, or ignorance of their pro-
fession as hereditary antiquaries, on
the part of the Clann Firbisigh.

2 The death of Nel. In all the
tracts relating to this subject, Nel is
said to bave died in Egypt. The
words in italics have, therefore, been
supplied, to make the sense of the
passage clear.

3 Taprobane : i.e. Ceylon.

¢ Red Sea. Younge mona .. A,
i.e. Yoonge mana porhpg, lit. “the
Sea of the Red Sea” ; muin porhuin,

Nennius, p. 231, . °.

5 Pharaok. YTonann, A.

6 Married. Luro %o, A, lit.
‘‘ went unto.”

¥ ¢ Inbher:” i.e. estuary or mouth.
During the Middle Ages the Caspian
Sea appears to have been considered
an arm of the Northern Ocean, al-
though it had been pronounced to be
a lake by Herodotus and Ptolemy.
Strabo, following Eratosthenes, calls
it a gulph (lib. xi., cap. vi., sect. 1; C.
507); and the cosmographer Aethicus,
who is supposed to have lived in the
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