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Rolls Series

Rerum Britannicarum Medii Aevi Scriptores, or The Chronicles and Memorials

of Great Britain and Ireland during the Middle Ages, usually referred to as the

‘Rolls Series’, was an ambitious project first proposed to the British Treasury in
1857 by Sir John Romilly, the Master of the Rolls, and quickly approved for public
funding. Its purpose was to publish historical source material covering the period
from the arrival of the Romans to the reign of Henry VIII, ‘without mutilation or
abridgement’, starting with the ‘most scarce and valuable’ texts. A ‘correct text” of
each work would be established by collating ‘the best manuscripts’, and information
was to be included in every case about the manuscripts used, the life and times of
the author, and the work’s ‘historical credibility’, but there would be no additional
annotation. The first books were published in 1858, and by the time it was completed
in 1896 the series contained 99 titles and 255 volumes. Although many of the works
have since been re-edited by modern scholars, the enterprise as a whole stands as a
testament to the Victorian revival of interest in the middle ages.

Historia et Cartularium Monasterii Sancti Petri Gloucestriae

The abbey of St Peter, which later became Gloucester Cathedral, had its origins in
the seventh century and was re-established in the eleventh. It benefited considerably
from Norman patronage, growing in importance, size and wealth. Henry IIT was
crowned there in 1216, and it is where Edward II was buried. It subsequently became
a place of pilgrimage, and received several benefactions from Edward III. Volume 2
of the abbey’s records, edited by W.H. Hart and published in 1865, contains charters
424-908. They are arranged by location, rather than date, and are a valuable source
of information on manorial landholding in the West Country in the twelfth and
thirteenth centuries. It is clear that St Peter’s had become an extremely wealthy
establishment by this time.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print
titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought
after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals,
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning
machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected
for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and
the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books
will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly
value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers)
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in
science and technology.
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This edition first published 1865
This digitally printed version 2012

ISBN 978-1-108-04809-5 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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THE CHRONICLES AND MEMORIALS

OF

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND
DURING THE MIDDLE AGES.

PUBLISHED BY THE AUTHORITY OF HER MAJESTY’S TREASURY, UNDER
THE DIRECTION OF THE MASTER OF THE ROLLS.

On the 26th of January 1857, the Master of the Rolls
submitted to the Treasury a proposal for the publication
of materials for the History of this Country from the
Invasion of the Romans to the Reign of Henry VIIT.

The Master of the Rolls suggested that these materials
should be selected for publication under competent
editors without reference to periodical or chronological
arrangement, without mutilation or abridgment, prefer.
ence being given, in the first instance, to such materials
as were most scarce and valuable.

He proposed that each chronicle or historical docus
ment to be edited should be treated in the same way as
if the editor were engaged on an Editio Princeps; and
for this purpose the most correct text should be formed
from an accurate collation of the best MSS.

To render the work more generally useful, the Master
of the Rolls suggested that the edifor should give an
account of the MSS. employed by him, of their age and
their peculiarities; that he should add to the work a
brief account of the life and times of the author, and any
remarks necessary to explain the chronology; but no
other note or comment was to be allowed, except what
might be necessary to establish the correctness of the
text.

a2
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The works to be published in octavo, separately, as
they were finished ; the whole responsibility of the task
resting upon the editors, who were to be chosen by the
Master of the Rolls with the sanction of the Treasury.

The Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury, after a careful
consideration of the subject, expressed their opinion in a
Treasury Minute, dated February 9, 1857, that the plan
recommended by the Master of the Rolls ““was well
calculated for the accomplishment of this important
national object, in an effectual and satisfactory manuner,
within a reasonable time, and provided proper attention
be paid to economy, in making the detailed arrange-
ments, without unnecessary expense.”

They expressed their approbation of the proposal that
each chronicle and historical document should be edited
in such a manner as to represent with all possible cor-
rectness the text of each writer, derived from a collation
of the best MSS., and that no notes should be added,
except such as were illustrative of the various readings.
They suggested, however, that the preface to each work
should contain, in addition to the particulars proposed
by the Master of the Rolls, & biographical account of
the author, so far as authentic materials existed for that
purpose, and an estimate of his historical credibility and
value.

Rolls House,
December 1857,
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CARTULARIUM

MONASTERII SANCTI PETRI
GLOUCESTRIA.

VOL. II

EDITED

BY

WILLIAM HENRY HART,

OF THE PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE ;
FELLOW OF THE SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES OF LONDON j;
MEMBRE CORRESPONDANT DE LA SOCIETE DES ANTIQUAIRES DE NORMANDIE,

PUBLISHED BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS OF HER MAJESTY’S
TREASURY, UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE MASTER OF THE ROLLS.

LONDON:
LONGMAN, GREEN, LONGMAN, ROBERTS, AND GREEN.

1865.
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CORRIGENDA.

——

Page 6, line 9, for pastura read pasturis.
» 12, line 23, dele period after comprobatum, and carry the sentence on.
» 18, line 14, for dictarum read dictarum [terrarum].
» 38, line 10 of left-hand column, and line 1 of right-hand columu, for
Sarum read Saresbiriensi.
5 41, line 29, for deinceps read deinceps [eos].
» 41, line 39, for appropriantes read appropriationes. The MS, has
appropriantes.
5 44, line 22, and last line, for tum read tantum,
, 54, last line, for fatigetur read fatigentur.
» 58, lines 1 and 80, for occasione read occasione [preedictal.
5 61, line 21, pertinebunt. So in MS. Query pertinebant.
» 61, line 27, for incrementum read [ad] incrementum.
» 65, line 16, Query some omission after scilicet.
5 70, line 10, for Argentem read Argentein.
» 15,line 7, for concedunt read concedant.
,» 85, line 9, for habeat read habeant.
,, 86, line 27, for Gloucestrize read Gloucestriee [ex parte una].
,» 87, No. DLXVIIL, for Ysonda read Ysouda throughout.
88, line 10, for neque read usque.
» 94, line 15, for priores read priorem.
5 96, line 1, for privilegii read privilegiis.
,, 96, line 27, preefatis. Query error for debitis.
» 106, line 13, dele apostrophe after antem.
,, 111, line 25, for pronitissimum read promptissimum.
4, 118, line 15, for vulli read nulli, und for haur read hain.
,» 118, line 21, for boyre read boyvre.
» 119, line 30, for est read est [capiendam].
» 120, line 2, for confectum read confectum [pertinere].
» 125, line 12, for capella read capellis. There is an apparent incom-
pleteness at the end of the charter.
130, note 2, for DXLVI. read DCXLVL
,, 135, line 31, for exigatur read [aliquid exigatur],
» 188, line 18, for respondierint read responderint.
» 146, line 11, for debent read debet.
». 158, line 9, for idem read iidem.
5 159, line 28, jor terra read ecclesia,
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iv CORRIGENDA.

Page 161, line 2, for Englefende read Englefeude.
» 164, line 5, for et de read et [ecclesiam] de.
» 172, line 21, for omni read [cum] omni.
» 194, line 29, for communicandam read communicandum,
» 195, line 85, for Galfridis read Galfridi,
»» 203, line 14, for aquilonali read [ex] aquilonali.
» 204, line 16, for obtineat read obtineant.
s 205, line 24, insert comma after vixerit.
» 205, line 81, for volumus read nolumus,
» 216, line 34, for Canz read Cauz.
» 218, line 5, for de read le.
» 224, line 33, et aliquis. Query si aliquis.
» 230, line 17, for illas read illis.
» 230, line 26, for illam read illis,
» 230, line 30, hospitali. Query hospitalis.
» 232, last line, for abbats read abbatis,
» 233, line 27, for terram read terra,
» 249, line 183, for alius read alios.
» 250, line 8, for pro reud de.
» 251, line 9, for et feenum read et {habeant] feenum.
» 252, line 33, for habendum et tenendum read habendam et tenendam.
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