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Books of enduring scholarly value

Printing and Publishing History

The interface between authors and their readers is a fascinating subject in

its own right, revealing a great deal about social attitudes, technological
progress, aesthetic values, fashionable interests, political positions, economic
constraints, and individual personalities. This part of the Cambridge Library
Collection reissues classic studies in the area of printing and publishing
history that shed light on developments in typography and book design,
printing and binding, the rise and fall of publishing houses and periodicals,
and the roles of authors and illustrators. It documents the ebb and flow of
the book trade supplying a wide range of customers with products from
almanacs to novels, bibles to erotica, and poetry to statistics.

Typographia, or The Printers’ Instructor

John Johnson (1777-1848) worked for a private press at Lee Priory, Kent,
which published limited editions of poetry, prose and pamphlets, but was
not financially successful. Moving to London in 1824, Johnson produced
this two-volume work on printing, which had become a popular topic in the
late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. The work was published in
several formats, and contemporary reviewers noted Johnson’s highly ornate
typography and use of engravings more than the contents. Volume 2 is useful
to modern students of printing, as it deals with the practical aspects of the
print trade. It includes numerous specimens of type in different alphabets,
and explanations of type casting and imposition. It also describes how to
manage a print shop, as well as the different kinds of press, including recent
inventions such as the Stanhope, Columbian and Albion, and ends with a
brief account of steam presses and stereotype.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108047784
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-04778-4 - Typographia, or The Printers’ Instructor: Volume 2
John Johnson

Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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INCLUDING AN ACCOUNT
of the
ORIGIN OF PRINTING,
with
Biogruphical Notices of the Printers of
England, from Cazxton to the close
of the Sizteenth Century :
A Series of

=|

and
DOMESDAY CHARACTERS:
Together with
An Elucidation of every Subject con-
nected with the Art.

By J. JOHNSON, PRINTER.

Blest Inyention, to God alone the praise|

For gifting man this noble Art to raise ;

From thee what benefits do men possess 7

The Pulpit, Bar, aud Stage all now confess ;
Trace the Histovic page and view the time,
Before thon visited our nalive clime ;

The want of thee kept Arts and Commerce low,
Wilhout thy aid, huw littte could we know
‘Thou azt the means by which we gain redress,
Our Nation’s buiwark is, The British Press.

e

Published by Messrs, Longmean, Hurst,

e, Orme, Brown & Gl"ieen, Pater-
on,
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EXPLANATION OF THE ENGRAVED TITLE.

The design surrounding the inserip-
tion isa rick sncientscreen placed
before a chapel or shrine, the win-
dows and orpaments of which are
seen above. Upon the canopies
which crown the screen, appear the
Rose and Portcullis, the badges of
King Heary VIil., who, in the year
1535, authorized the printing of the
first English Bible: Vide Vol. I.
page 465. Beuneath is a representa-
tion of the Court of Kiug Henry,
taken from the frontispiece of Graf-
ton’s edition of Halle’s Chronicle
of 1548; with the Sovereign de-
livering Bishop Coverdale’s Bible
above alluded to into the hands of
Archbishop Cranmer, and Thomas
Cromwell Earl of Essex to publish
it abroad. This group of figures is
imitated from Hans Holbein’s fron-
tispiece to the Great Bible b

Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of
Canterbury, published in 1539. Be-
tween this scene and the inscrip-
tion of the Title are four panels,

the A ial nsigns of

celebrated Printers, namely, John
Guttemburg‘, John F’nust, the family
of the Elzevira, and that of the Aldi.
At the sides of the inscription tab-
let, stand the effigies of John
Guttemburg, the received inventor
of printing, on the left; and Aldus
Manutins, the inventor of Italic
letter on the right, Below the in-
scription are the Armorial Ensigns
of the Cities of Mentz, Strazburg,
and Haerlem, the three places
which lay claim to having had the
most ancient printing executed in
thern. Beneath these shields is
shewn the interior of a Library par-
ticularly rich in early Typography,
the Bodleian at Oxford; and on the
sides of it are the arms of four of
it’s most eminent patrons, namely,
Humphrey, Duke of Gl s
son to King HenryIV.; Sir Thomas
Bodley, Johu Selden, and Richard
Gough, Esgs.
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Two quarters of 8vo
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