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CAMBRIDGE LIBRARY COLLECTION

Books of enduring scholarly value

Printing and Publishing History

The interface between authors and their readers is a fascinating subject in

its own right, revealing a great deal about social attitudes, technological
progress, aesthetic values, fashionable interests, political positions, economic
constraints, and individual personalities. This part of the Cambridge Library
Collection reissues classic studies in the area of printing and publishing
history that shed light on developments in typography and book design,
printing and binding, the rise and fall of publishing houses and periodicals,
and the roles of authors and illustrators. It documents the ebb and flow of
the book trade supplying a wide range of customers with products from
almanacs to novels, bibles to erotica, and poetry to statistics.

Typographia, or The Printers’ Instructor

John Johnson (1777-1848) worked for a private press at Lee Priory, Kent,
which published limited editions of poetry, prose and pamphlets, but was
not financially successful. Moving to London in 1824, Johnson produced this
two-volume work on printing, which had become a popular topic in the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. As with Hansard’s Typographia of
1825 (also available in this series), his knowledge of the history of printing
is largely derived from secondary works, particularly those of Dibdin. The
work was published in several formats, and contemporary reviewers noted
Johnson’s highly ornate typography and use of engravings more than the
contents. Volume 1, in which Johnson was assisted by Richard Thomson,
Librarian of the London Institution, covers the history of printing. It lists
printers working in England up to the end of the sixteenth century, with
bibliographical details of titles known to have been published by them.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town,
Singapore, Sao Paolo, Delhi, Mexico City

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108047777

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2012

This edition first published 1824
This digitally printed version 2012

ISBN 978-1-108-04777-7 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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WILLIAM CAXTON,

'THE FIRST ENGLISit PRINTER.
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DOMESDAY CHARACTERS:
Together with
An Elucidation of every Subject con-
nected with the Art.

By J, JOHUNSON, PrInTER.
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

THE EARL SPENCER, K. G.

§e. e ge.
THE PRESIDENT,

AND TO

THE MEMBERS

The ;Roxm;prgbe Club,

THIS WORK

DE WORDE, AND PYNSON,
1S, BY THEIR PERMISSION,
Most respectfully inscribed,
By their obliged and obedient
Servant,

ApAl, 1824, J. JOHNSON.
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fembers of the Worburghe Club.

THE RIGHT HON. THE EARL SPENCER,
PRESIDENT.

THE RIGHT HON. THE DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE.

THE RIGHT HON. THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH.

THE RIGHT HUN. THE EARL GOWER.
THE RIGHT HON. THE VISCOUNT MORPETH.
THE RIGHT HON. THE VISCOUNT ALTHORP.

SIR SAMUEL EGERTON BRYDGES, BART.
SIR WALTER SCOTT, BART.
WILLIAM BENTHAM, ESQ.
WILLIAM BOLLAND, ESQ.
THE REV. WILLIAM HOLWELL CARR.
JOHN DENT, ESQ.
THE REV. THOMAS FROGNALL DIBDIN,
Vice- President.
THE REV. HENRY DRURY.
FRANCIS FREELING, ESQ.
HENRY FREELING, ESQ.
JOSEPH HASLEWOOD, ESQ.
RICHARD HEBER, ESQ.
GEORGE HIBBERT, ESQ.
ROBERT LANG, ESQ.

JOSEPH LITTLEDALE, ESQ.
EDWARD LITTLEDALE, ESQ.
JOHN LLOYD, ESQ.

JAMES HEYWOOD MARKLAND, ESQ.
JOHN DELAFIELD PHELPS, ESQ.
THOMAS PONTON, ESQ.
GEORGE WATSON TAYLOR, ESQ.
PEREGRINE EDWARD TOWNLEY, ESQ.
EDWARD VERNON UTTERSON, ESQ.
ROGER WILBRAHAM, ESQ.

THE REV. FRANCIS WRANGHAM,
Avchdeacon of Cleveland,
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Pedigree
OF

THE FAMILY OF SPENCER.

Taken from Clutterbuck’s Ristory of Hertford, and altered
according to Baker's History of Novthampton,

Arms. Quarterly, Argent and Gules, on the second
and third gnarters a fret Or, over all on a bend Sa.
ble three escallop shells of the field; quartering
Churchill, Sable,alionrampant Argent on acanton
of the second a cross Gules.

Crest. Out of a ducal coronet Or a griffin’s head Ar-
gent, gorged with a har gemell Gules, between two

»  wings erect of the second.

5 Supporters. On the dexter side, a griffin per fess Er-

mine and Erminois: on the sinister, a wyvern Er-

mine; each gorged with a collar fleury, counter-
fleury, and chained Sable, the collars charged with
three escallop shells Or.

d

We have been induced to insert the following Pedigree, not
only as a compliment to the distingvished nobleman who holds
the sitnation of President of this highly respectable Association;
but likewise with a view of shewing how far the Art is capable s
of being carried in this department: having used the smallest &
sized type in the execution of it, enables us to assert, that it is
imposssible for any priuter to produce more in the same space,
and we aoubt not but it will be generelly considered as a Ty-

josity: it is also 'y for us to observe, g
&

po ical

thagt although we have gone into this extreme, gentlemen must
not expect that such productions can be produced in the gene-
ral routine of business, for we firmly believe that there are &
very few compositors who would undertake the task, however do
well they might be paid; and should such be found, the expense

must of necessity be very great indeed. §
The Asterisks denote that they were buried at Brington. 3

@

&
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EXPLANATION OF THE ENGRAVED TITLE,
AND THE
ARMS OF THE MEMBERS OF THE ROXBURGHE CLUB,

_The design surrounding the in-
i the

to an ancient sbrine or chapel ;
the interior of which appears over
the front screen. At the sides arc
four sculptured niches, containing
effigies of the ecclesiastical sup-

tess of Richmond, mother of King
Henry VII. the Patroness of Wyn-
kyn Ie Worde : ou the left of it are
the Armorial Ensigns of Thomas
Cromwell, Ear]l of Essex, the pa-
tron of Richard Grafton; and on
the right arethosc of Thomas Cecil,

orters of g tothe
invention of Printing ; and withia,
are several armorial ensigns of the
most itlustrious Patrons of the Art
in England., Thus, in the centre of
the upper part, appear the arms and
supporters of king Edward IV. in
whose time W, Caxton commenced
Printing at Westminster, about the
year 14%4. Beneath them is a copy
of a very fine illumination from a

|| manuscript preserved in the Archie-
| iscopal Library at Lambeth Pa-
ace; it represents Anthony Wood-
ville, Earl Rivers, presenting Cax-
ton to King Edward I'V. his Queen,
and Prince, with the translation of
i the Dieties and Sayinges of the Phi-
‘ losophers, executed by Lord Rivers,
,and printed by Caxton at Westmin-
, ster, in November, 1477. Vide the
1present Vol. p. 145, No. . ¢ The
Portrait of the Prince, afterwards
Edward V.” says Lord Orford, by
 whom this painting was first en-
I aved, “is the only one known of
im, and has béen engraved by Ver-
| tue among the heads of the Kings.
The person in a robe and cap of
state, is probably Richard, Duke of
Gloucester, as he resembles the
King, aud as Clarence was always
too great an enemy of the Queen to
be distinguished by her brother,
e book was printed in 1477, when

|| Clarence was in Ireland, and in the
beginning of the next year he was
murdered,’”” A Catalogue of the
Royal and Noble Authors of Eng-

ii land—Works of Horatio Walpole,
Earl of Orford, Lond. 1798. 4to.
Vol. I. pp. 243, 284, Beneath this
scene appear tixree shields of Arms
inquatre-foil panels, of which the
centre is that of Margaret, Coun-

Lord gh, the patron of Resi-
nald Wolfe,  Beneath the inscrip-
tion of the title is a similar line of
shields, containing, in the centre,
the arms of the Archiepiscopal see
of Canterbury, and having on the
left those of Archbishop Cranmer,
also 2 patron of Wolfe; and upon
the right those of Archbishop Par-
ker, :ie patron of John Day, ’;‘he
arms and supporters of Queen Eliza-
beth, as a general encourager of!
Printers and Learned Men, are
placed at the lower part of the en-
graving, to correspond with those
of King Edward at the top.

The Armorial Ensigns of the
Members of the Roxburghe Club,
to face the list of their names. The
design represents the entrance to an
ancient chapel or hall, of Knights
Companions, in which are shewn
their stalls, and banners suspended
above them, In the ceutre frontis
an altar containing the date of the
institution of the Roxburghe Club;
and upon it is placed a bust of W,
Caxton, alluding to the monument
which was erected to his memory
by the Members of that association';
vide the present volume, page 206.
At the foot of the altar is the ensign
edopted by the Rev. T, F. Dibdin,
Vice President of the Club, namely
the devices of Laurentius of Haer-
lem, John Guttemburg, John Faust,
Peter Scheeffer and %illinm Cax-
ton. The Armorial Ensigns of
the other Members are disposed
round the entrance: those of teh
five Peers arc placed on the banners
at the top, of which the President’s
is the highest; and the line then
passes down the left hand side, and
afterwards down the right.
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PREFACE.

Now, Reader, ere this work you scan,
Resolve to prove a candid mun :
Not, Critic like, seek faults to find,
And'ey’ry beanty leave behind ;

But, should a weed appearin sight,
A flower cull Lo make itright ;

Act thus, you’ll prove acandid soul,
Judge not’a portion, but the whole;
This done, presaming you think fit,
That others shouid in judgmenl sit;
Let Justice at the scales preside,
And strictest Truth the cuse decide.

Howrver Fancy may paint to our imaginations the
importance of this < Divine Art,” in what glowing
colonrs must the picture afterwards appear, when
we have explored the records of Time, and traced
(in the Historic page)the various discoveries which
have been made for the benefit of mankind: when
these are contrasted withthat which gave them birth,
must they not sink (however great each may indi-
vidually appear) into comparative insignificance !
‘We beg the candid and enquiring Reader to
draw a parallel between the present state of society
and that of the dark ages, in which mankind had
so long remained under the arbitrary dominion of
Ldolatry and Priesteraft, when the devoted bigots,
bound to her iron car with adamantine chains, were
compelled to follow in her train: but no sooner
did this bright luminary (the Press) burst npon
Europe, than its brilliant rays, like the meridian
sun, not only enlightened and invigorated mankind,
but also dispelled the murky clouds which had for

ages cemented the bonds of Ignorance and Supersti- |

tion. How trebly blest and highly-favoured ought
Britons to consider themselves, that, notwithstand-
ing all the restrictions under which the Press in
this country at presentlabours, we have yet to boast,
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ii....PREFACE.

throagh the blessings of a Divine Providence,
more real freedom than any of our surrounding
neighbours ever did, or even to this day enjoy.
We are now arrived at the period when we are
called upon to put the seal to our labours in the.pfe-
sent instance: that we have great reason torejoice
at this event, we feel persuaded the majority of our
Readers would readily admit, if they were in pos-
session of only a small portion of the difficulties with
which we have had fo contend; and although they
were chiefly of a pecuniary nature, yet through them
many others were produced ; and no sooner had we
overcome one bayrier, than others equally formid-
able presented themselves to our view, every one
of which was almost sufficient to have deterred
us from proceeding further; yet, notwithstanding
these trying circumstances, we are proud to state,
that although we have had to ascend mountain after
mountain for the last six years, yet our ardour has
never once abated, and our minds, soaring far above
all difficulties, were uniformly steady to the point,

being anxiously and resolutely determined on its |

completion.

It was not without the greatest reluctance on our °

part, even though solicited by a great number of the
best informed members of the Profession, that we
were indnced to commence the present undertak-
ing, which was then intended (as our first Prospec-
tus, dated July 20, 1818, skews), to have merely
given an abridgement of the work, containing the
most tial points ted with the Art; but,
afterbaving composed the first sheet, want of means
to proceed necessitated us to let it stand over for
the space of six months, during which period, hav-
ing leisure to re-consider the subject,a patron kindly
stepped forward and voluntarily proffered his as-
sistance, upon which we determined to use our ut-

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108047777
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-04777-7 - Typographia, or The Printers’ Instructor: Volume 1

John Johnson
Frontmatter

More information

VAMAMAMAMAAG

PREFACE.....1ii

most endeavour to make it not only deserving the
notice of the members of the Professwn, but also of
the Literati and the Public in general; should our
humble efforts be erowned with suceess in this par-
ticular, we shall then have arrived at the summit

l
!
il of our ambition,
l For the pecuniary assistance just alluded to, we
if are greatlyindebted to E.WALMSLEY,Esq.a gentle-
't man well known not only to the LiteraryWorld, hut
1 also to the Public in general, as an admirer and en-
courager of the Fine Arts of this country ; in proof
‘ of which, we need only refer our Readers to the very
splendid works that he has brought forward. This
gentleman kindly came to our aid, in order that the
work might be completed in a style worthy the ac-
ceptance of a British Public: should our ardent
expectations be realized, by its meeting with a fa-
I vourable reception, it will thereby prove to this ho-
nourable gentleman, that his very kind friendship
has not been ill bestowed; for, without which, the
project must (in all human probability) have been
consigned to the tomb of the Capulets.
Our Readers will perceive, that we have com-
menced the First Volume with a brief notice of the
conflicting testimonies which have been advanced
by the learned, both of this and other countries, with
respeet to the person or_persons to whom, and the
place to which, the merit is justly due for the dis-
covery of this grand and noble invention. Many of
these accounts are very amusing, particularly that
l given of Coster by Junius, which no doubt has in-

duced many to give eredit to him for what he assert-
ed ; but this must have been for want of giving the
sanect due consideration : and notwithstanding the
inhabitants of Haerlem are holding annual festivals,
erecting monuments, making public speeches, and
parading the streets with their Burgesses, &ec. at
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1V.. .. PREFACE.

their head, in commemoration of their Beloved Cos-
ter’s grand discovery of the Art, yet we are most
firmly of opinion, however their pompous accounts
may induce some to enlist under their banners,
that Lawrence Coster (if such a one ever lived) is
no more entitled to it than is the Great Mogul: and
this point we shall most strenuously maintain, until
we are satisfactorily answered with respect to our
question of rivalship between Mentz and Haerlem,
and the Guttembergs and Coster.,

‘We beg to observe, that we consider the claims
set up in favour of the ideal Oxford printer, whom
Atkyns calls Frederick Corsellis, most completely
set aside by the position which we have taken in
favour of Mentz; consequently, how could this fo-
reigner, or any other person, have been brought from
Haerlem, wheniit is a great question if any one at that
place even had a knowledge of the Art at the
period mentioned.

The remainder of the Volume is prineipally oc-
cupied by Biographical Notices of the early Printers,
with extracts from the Colophons and Prefaces of
the works of Caxton, De Worde, and Pynson (em-
bellished with engravings on wood of those por-
traits and devices which have already been dis-
covered in the early productions of the Press), to-
gether with lists of the warks of the Printers, down
to near the close of the sixteenth century : the source
from whence the greater portion of this information
was derived, is the very valuable and curions work,
entitled, Typographical Antiquities, by the Rev. T.
F. DIBDIN: for the free use which we have made of
it, and also for his kind offer of locking over the ma-
nuscript, should we deem it necessary, we beg his
acceptance of our mest grateful acknowledgments,
humbly trasting that the work will meet his full ap-
probation in every particular.
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PREFACE....V

We beg to acknowledge our obligations to Dr.
WILKINS, Librarian to the Honourable the East
India Company, for favouring us with the loan of
his Sanskrita and Bengalese types, which are intro-
duced in the acconnt of those languages ; also to the
Rev. MR. BABER, one of the Librarians at the Bri-
tish Museum, for the use of his Alexandrian Greek
types, which are inserted in the article on the Greek
language ; and to DR. Fry, for the favour of a
number of the Alphabets which were used in his
work, entitled Pantographia; our thavks are like-
wise due to those master printers who have kindly
granted us the use of such characters as we stood in
need of in the production of this work.

In the Second Volume we have principally fol-
lowed the plan and arrangement of former Gram-
mars, particularly that of Smith,who appears to have

g
laid the foundation-stone for all his successors: and,
notwithstanding several Grammars have been pub-

‘FW

o —

lished since the above, yet in our Schemes for Im-
pusing we have given a complete new feature, by
introducing not only the crosses, but also the
grooves; and although onr scale was so confined,
we have produced three forms of Eighteens, with
the pages filled with words upon a Pica em measure
only: these are followed by a general outline for
the laying down of all irregular matter of every de-
scription. We have obtained types of the Greek
Ligatures from all the matrices at present to be
found in this country, and also added cthers which
have been cut: there can be no doubt but composi-
tors will more readily trace the signification of these
obsolete characters by this means, than if they were
| engraved on a plate, because when met with in old

reprints they will have the exact fac-simile to refer
to. With respect to the Tables of Calcnlation, we
shall merely observe, that we bave carried them to

s
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vi....PREFACE.

a considerable length, which we trust will meet the
views of the body of the Profession.

We particnlarly wish to call the attention of the
Literati, the Profession, and the Public in general,
to the articles on the Domesday, and the Ancient and
Modern Alphabets; with respect to the former, we
are of opinion that no explanation of them has. ever
been before the Public ; therefore, from the number
of Topographical Works which bave been, and are
continually printing, we trust that they will be re-
ceived as a desideratum of no mean importance by the
persons to whom the execution of such works are
entrusted, or to those who from curiosity may be
inclined to look into them : and, as to the latter, we
may assert, withont fear of successful contradiction,
that an article upon this very important subject,
embracing such a body of highly interesting and
likewise useful information, never before appeared
in any work of this description. Laborious indeed
has been the task of collecting together the neces-
sary information ; and the vast number of learned au-
thorities which of course have been consulted,would
scarcely be credited if we wereto state them. For
the above valuable articles we are indebted to the

i| kindness of a literary gentleman, who also assisted

us in other portions of the work ; but we most
deeply regret that we are deprived (by bis own par-

ticular request) of the gratification of inserting his |

name, and thereby paying him that tribute of grate-
ful respect, which his praise-worthy and indefa-
tigable exertions justly entitle him to ; we can there-
fore only beg his acceptance of our most unqualified
and sincere thanks, as a small retarn for his ardent
zeal and disinterested friendship.

We shall now merely observe, that we have
selected every article worthy of notice from our pre-
decessors, which it is hoped will be foand bighly

———

A

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108047777
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-04777-7 - Typographia, or The Printers’ Instructor: Volume 1

John Johnson
Frontmatter
More information

AA

AMAAAA

€

AAMMAAAMA

|

PREFACE....vVil

serviceable not only to the junior portion of the pro-
fession, but also to those of more advanced age,
who doubtless will find mach pleasare in the pern-
sal, and also many useful and important hints.

Weflatter ourselves that the Portraits, the Title
Pages, aud the Arms of the Members of the Rox-
barghe Club, will be considered as chef-d’euvres of
engraving on wood, and reflect the highest credit
on the eminent Artists by whose ability they were
produced : the Title Pages and the Coats of Arms
were designed and drawn on the wood by Mr.
‘WiLLiam HArRVEY; the Title to the First Vo-
lame was engraved by Mr. Joun THoMPSON, and
that for the Second by Mr. G. W. BoNNER. The
Portrait to the First Volume and the Arms are the
productions of Mr.W. HUGHES; in justice to whose
skill and patient industry, we conceive it our daty
to notice the very elaborate pains bestowed on the
page of Typogrephical Marks in the Second Vo-
lume, which is allowed to be a wonderfu! perform-
ance. For the Portrait to the Second Velume, we
are exclasively indebted to the ability of Mr.
Harvey, who notonly made the first study,and af-
terwards drew it on the block, but he also obligingly
favoured us by engraving it himself; for which
particular mark of esteem, we publicly return him
our warmest acknowledgments.*

‘We never, in our younger days, glanced ioto

* It would be an act of injustice to Mr. BRANSTON, Mr.
W HITE, and other eminentengravers, if we omitted this op-

portunity of neticing, that it was not from any want of

ability in those gentlemen that they were not engaged to
execute any of the extra fine subjects above alluded to,
there not being sufficient for all, we selected those whose
hands were most at liberty at the moment: but we trust,
ere long, to bring forth such works as shall call into action
the united talents of the engravers on woud, and thereby
prove to the public (with their liberal support) that the Art
is capable of more than has generally been produced.
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viii . PREPACE.

Smith's Grammar, without feeling for the sitnation
in which be was placed at its commencement;
but little did we theu think, that it would ever fall
to our lot to tread in the same steps, and under simi-
lar circumstances ; in proof of which we beg to in-
troduce the following extract from his Preface :

““The publication of the following Essay is the result of
aresolution to make a stand against the joint disasters that
long have harassed ine, and threaten to pursue me to the
last confines of retreat : for though infirmities and ailments
are become habitnal to me; yet when their concomitant
consequences presented themselves more ghastly to me, I
was on a sudden prompted to think of guarding against
their further incroachments : but knowing myself unable
to do it by the usual exercise of my profession, [ concluded
to publish Proposals for printing this Grammar; which had
the good effect, that ina short time so many declared them-
selves in fayour of my undertaking, that { had no room to
duubt of succeeding in it. And notwithstanding a con-
siderable number of my Subscribers have proved Apostates
since, the Work has nevertheless been continued, and is
brought to a couclusion by the aid of the permanent en-
couragers thereof; and especially by the interest of some
particular Well-wishers, who have shewn themselves so as-
siduous in promoting my expectations, that it demands my
public acknowledgment. By these helps, and by havin
been permitted to print at prime cost, I liave been enablec
to carry this Grammar to its proposed length: but how it
will be received by those who have not yet examined into
the merits thereof, will soon appear by the success of the
remaining Copies.  In the mean time I shall use no art to
gain the a{?’:robation of those who were under apprehension
that this Work, being of a troublesome and expensive na-
ture, if it was not done as it should be, would be better not
done at all : since I am not ignorant, that our ideas of the
same thing are not always the same; and therefore hupe
they will reverse their opinion, and judge more favourahle
of the whole.”

‘We have inserted the abovein order to shew the
strong analogy which exists between the two cases :
he was induced to undertake the task from bodily
infirmities, we from mental affliction, brought on by
the cruel and unjust treatment which we bad expe-
rienced from those connected with the private Press
at LEE PRIORY ; and although eight years have now
rolled over our heads, during its lingering in Chan-
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cery, where, we are sorry to say, it still remains in
statu quo, yet no sooner was the main livk severed
from the chain, than its former brilliant sun ap-
peared only as the twinkling stars, and although for
a time it emitted a faint glimmer, like the midnight
taper, or the dying embers of a flame, till Hades at
length cast his mantle over it, and closed the scene
by sweeping from the spot every trace of its re-
membrance, and burying in oblivion all the former
boasted pride of the once famed PRESS AT LEE!!!

‘We are well aware, from remarks which have
already been made, that more is expected from us
than would have been from any other printers; in
answer to which, we beg to observe, that as per-
fection is not to be found in human nature, how can
it reasonably be expected in this case? It never
once entered into our imaginations that we were
about (in the presentinstance) to produce a work
that should soar above criticism ; the very pertarb-
ed state of our minds, which has ever been upon the
full stretch, was a complete bar to the accomplish-
ment of so desirable an object. Thusmuch we can
fearlessly assert, that no work has ever yet appeared,
either in this or in any other country, wherein the
ditficulty of composition is so strikingly conspicuouns
as in the present undertaking ; and notwithstanding
it was stated by many of the profession to be impos-
sible for us to accomplish the Schemes of the Im-
positions, the Tables, &c. &c. on our proposed con-
fined scale, yet, great as the task appeared to
others, who took only a superficial view of the sub-
ject, we were convinced 1o the contrary, and which
opinion is now most satisfactorily proved, not having
had occasion to widen or lengthen our page on any
account whatever ; this, in the common routine of bu-
siness, not unfrequently occurs, therefore we trust
that this very important feature will more than

F
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counterbalance the trifling defects which may be dis-
covered in any portion of the work.

Truly gratifying must be the reflection to every
serions and well disposed mind, after comparing
the present state of the lower classes and the pea-
santry of this country, with what they were only a
century back ; but more particularly with respect to
the benefits which they have derived within the Jast
thirty years: this must be attributed to those most
noble and laudable institutions, the Sunday and Na-
tional Schools, which reflect the highest credit on
both the promoters and supporters of them ; for, by
so doing, they have endeared their names to all
those to whom instruction has thus been granted,
and also erected to themselves a lasting monument
of remembrance in the public mind : but if so mach
good has been performed by these establishments
while in their infancy, during this very short period,
what have we reason to expect will be the result af-
ter the lapse of another age; for we find that the
youth of the present day possess more knowledge, a

G

]

in consequence of the above institutions, than the
‘adults of any former period. Pleasing as must be
this thought to all those who duly consider the im-
portant advantages derived from the above sources,
yet we may truly assert, that had it not been for the
benefits conferred by means of the Press, we should
not now have to boast (in all human probability)
the foundation of the before-mentioned establish-
ments; this point, we are fully persuaded, no one
will attempt to deny: and, if so, how can that Art
be sufficiently prized which has conferred sueh ines-
timable blessings on the human race; for without
which mankind must have remained in ignerance as
heretofore, blindly wading through the mazes of
darkness, and have passed from this life without
having been enabled to pay that respectful worship

i sy, e
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! and adoration to that Divine Being to whom all
€l ‘ stand indebted not only for their origin, but alse for
Al their present existence and hourly preservation.

Never let it, then, be said, that a British Public
have encouraged the introduction of that machinery,
&ec. which can only tend to damp and destroy all the
energy and talent of those who have hitherto upheld
and exercised the Art, for the benefit of the rising
and future generations ; but let them receive that
reward for their labour which their merit justly en-
titles them to, instead of being suffered to wander
the streets spiritless and heart-broken for want of
employment ; which, we are extremely gricved to
find, has too long been the case. How very diffe-
rent this, to what we have witnessed in our day,
when compositors and pressmen were frequently in
suchrequest, that the masters would grant any hoon
to obtain the service of them : but now, alas! works
are so hurried through the press, that men have not
the chance of getting forward as they formerly had.

It bas been our aim, throughout the present un-
dertaking, so to acquit ourselves in the execution of
this task, that we should not be liable to the accu-
sation of having favoured any party in the subjects
which it was necessary for us to notice; we have
endeavoured throughout to maintain, that a recipro-
city of interests exist between the employer and
the employed, in order to the well conducting and
furtherance of any branch of Art or Manufactare;

and notwithstanding some may imagine that we have
been too free in our remarks, yet we trust that the

justness of our observations will fully convinee all

@] candid and unbiased minds, that we have merely
done our duty. Frankness and candour has been

the compass by which we have ever steered,and we

l doubt not hut it will ultimately conduct our little

bark safe to its destined port.
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Xii...«PREFACE,

Go, little Work, unfold Lhy page,
And cool the angry Critic’s rage,

Now burns his hyeast with ire :
Lest be siionid cail a judgment down
And on thy margin reek his frown,

May peace his mind i inspire.

Hope, Pity, Candour, call to aid,
And for thy sheets now bid them plnd,

Lest be should seai their don
If from Truth’s path he'il wlldly roam,
May Justice’s sword strike firmiy home,

And send him to bis tomb,

Mg

For our own parts, we never think of the benefits
conferred on mankind by this Art, but we feel our
bosoms swell with admiration of the Divine Being
for this inestimable blessing ; we can even fancy
that we perceive warm tints enlivening every colour
of this heretofore brilliant picture, til} at length its
overpowering beauty outsteps Imagination’s bounds,
and we are ultimately lost in wonder and amazement.
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