
Printing and Publishing History
The interface between authors and their readers is a fascinating subject in 
its own right, revealing a great deal about social attitudes, technological 
progress, aesthetic values, fashionable interests, political positions, economic 
constraints, and individual personalities. This part of the Cambridge Library 
Collection reissues classic studies in the area of printing and publishing 
history that shed light on developments in typography and book design, 
printing and binding, the rise and fall of publishing houses and periodicals, 
and the roles of authors and illustrators. It documents the ebb and flow of 
the book trade supplying a wide range of customers with products from 
almanacs to novels, bibles to erotica, and poetry to statistics.

Typographia, or The Printers’ Instructor
John Johnson (1777–1848) worked for a private press at Lee Priory, Kent, 
which published limited editions of poetry, prose and pamphlets, but was 
not financially successful. Moving to London in 1824, Johnson produced this 
two-volume work on printing, which had become a popular topic in the late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. As with Hansard’s Typographia of 
1825 (also available in this series), his knowledge of the history of printing 
is largely derived from secondary works, particularly those of Dibdin. The 
work was published in several formats, and contemporary reviewers noted 
Johnson’s highly ornate typography and use of engravings more than the 
contents. Volume 1, in which Johnson was assisted by Richard Thomson, 
Librarian of the London Institution, covers the history of printing. It lists 
printers working in England up to the end of the sixteenth century, with 
bibliographical details of titles known to have been published by them.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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