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CAMBRIDGE LIBRARY COLLECTION

Books of enduring scholarly value

Literary Studies

This series provides a high-quality selection of early printings of literary
works, textual editions, anthologies and literary criticism which are of
lasting scholarly interest. Ranging from Old English to Shakespeare to early
twentieth-century work from around the world, these books offer a valuable
resource for scholars in reception history, textual editing, and literary studies.

George Smith - A Memoir

This 1902 book, originally intended for private circulation, is a memoir of
George Smith (1824-1901), founder, proprietor and publisher of The Cornbhill
Magazine and later the Dictionary of National Biography. The small volume,
compiled by Smith’s wife, consists of a memoir of Smith by Sidney Lee, followed
by four short autobiographical pieces that Smith wrote for The Cornhill. He
recalls his years at the publishing house of Smith, Elder and Co.; his encounters
with Charlotte Bronté, who stayed with the Smiths in London; his idea of
founding a magazine; and the ‘lawful pleasures’ of court cases for libel. The final
item is Sir Leslie Stephen’s obituary of Smith, first published in The Cornhill.
The book, illustrated with two portraits of Smith, and a photograph of his
memorial tablet in St Paul’s Cathedral, provides an engaging portrait of a
significant Victorian publisher and man of letters.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1902
This digitally printed version 2012

ISBN 978-1-108-04764-7 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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In this small volume I have brought together,
for private circulation among my husband’s friends, the
Sfour papers of Reminiscences which he comtributed to
the ‘ Cornhill Magazine’ during the last months of his
life, together with the In Memoriam notice Jrom
Sir Leslie Stephen's pen which appeared in the Magazine
immediately after his death, and the fuller Memoir
which Mr. Sidney Lee wrote for the first volume of the
Supplement to the * Dictionary of National Biography.’

I have also included reproductions of the two portraits
of my husband : one painted of him in middle life, by
Mr. G. F. Watts, R.A., and the other, a posthumous
portrait by the Hon. John Collier, representing him in
Wis latest years, which I owe to the kindness of the
Jriends who desire that it should remain with me until
offered to the National Portrait Gallery.

The friends of my dear husband have in many ways
shown the aoffection and esteem in which they hold his
memory, and I believe 1 am not wrong in thinking that
they will welcome this small memorial of his career, which
I beg them to accept with my grateful acknowledgments of
their kindness and sympathy.

I am also glad to have this opportunity of expressing
the deep gratification which the Memorial Tablet his friends
have placed in St. Paul's Cathedral has given to me and
to my children.

E. 8.
August 1902.
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