Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-04682-4 - Gesta Abbatum Monasterii Sancti Albani: A Thoma Walsingham, Regnante
Ricardo Secundo, Compilata: Volume 1: A.D. 793-1290

Edited by Henry Thomas Riley

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE LIBRARY COLLECTION

Books of enduring scholarly value

Rolls Series

Rerum Britannicarum Medii Aevi Scriptores, or The Chronicles and Memorials
of Great Britain and Ireland during the Middle Ages, usually referred to as the
‘Rolls Series’, was an ambitious project first proposed to the British Treasury in
1857 by Sir John Romilly, the Master of the Rolls, and quickly approved for public
funding. Its purpose was to publish historical source material covering the period
from the arrival of the Romans to the reign of Henry VIII, ‘without mutilation

or abridgement’, starting with the ‘most scarce and valuable’ texts. A ‘correct

text’ of each work would be established by collating ‘the best manuscripts’, and
information was to be included in every case about the manuscripts used, the life
and times of the author, and the work’s ‘historical credibility’, but there would be
no additional annotation. The first books were published in 1858, and by the time
it was completed in 1896 the series contained 99 titles and 255 volumes. Although
many of the works have since been re-edited by modern scholars, the enterprise as
a whole stands as a testament to the Victorian revival of interest in the middle ages.

Gesta Abbatum Monasterii Sancti Albani

Between 1863 and 1876, the Rolls Series published several works about the abbey
of St Albans, edited by Henry Thomas Riley (1816-78) under the rubric ‘Chronica
monasterii S. Albani’ This account of the achievements of its abbots was compiled
and enlarged by Thomas Walsingham (c.1340-¢.1422), who supervised the
scriptorium at St Albans until 1394, and wrote several other historical works.

It appeared in three volumes between 1867 and 1869. The early part of the Gesta
reworks earlier accounts including that by Matthew Paris (d. 1259), but the section
covering 1308-93 was composed by Walsingham himself and is an important
primary source for fourteenth-century English history. Volume 1 covers the period
from the foundation of the abbey by King Offa in 793 to 1290. The Latin text (with
English side-notes) includes references to the aftermath of the Norman Conquest
and to the Fourth Lateran Council.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print
titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought
after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals,
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning
machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected
for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and
the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books
will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly
value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers)
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in
science and technology.
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THE CHRONICLES AND MEMORIALS

OF

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND
DURING THE MIDDLE AGES.

PUBLISHED BY THE AUTHORITY OF HER MAJESTY’S TREASURY, UNDER
THE DIRECTION OF THE MASTER OF THE ROLLS,

On the 26th of January 1857, the Master of the Rolls
submitted to the Treasury a proposal for the publication
of materials for the History of this Country from the
Invasion of the Romans to the Reign of Henry VIIIL.

The Master of the Rolls suggested that these materials
should be selected for publication under competent
editors without reference to periodical or chronological
arrangement, without mutilation or abridgment, prefer-
ence being given, in the first instance, to such materials
as were most scarce and valuable.,

He proposed that each chronicle or historical docu-
ment to be edited should be treated in the same way as
if the editor were engaged on an Editio Princeps; and
for this purpose the most correct text should be formed
from an accurate collation of the best MSS.

To render the work more generally useful, the Master
of the Rolls suggested that the editor should give an
account of the MSS. employed by him, of their age and
their peculiarities; that he should add to the work a
brief account of the life and times of the author, and any
remarks necessary to explain the chronology; but no
other note or comment was to be allowed, except what
might be necessary to establish the correctness of the

text.
a 2
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The works to be published in octavo, separately, as
they were finished ; the whole responsibility of the task
resting upon the editors, who were to be chosen by the
Master of the Rolls with the sanction of the Treasury.

The Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury, after a careful
consideration of the subject, expressed their opinion in a
Treasury Minute, dated February 9, 1857, that the plan
recommended by the Master of the Rolls ¢ was well
calculated for the accomplishment of this important
national object, in an effectual and satisfactory manner,
within a reasonable time, and provided proper attention
be paid to economy, in making the detailed arrange-
ments, without unnecessary expense.”

They expressed their approbation of the proposal that
each chronicle and historical document should be edited
in such a manner as to represent with all possible cor-
rectness the text of each writer, derived from a collation
of the best MSS., and that no notes should be added,
except such as were illustrative of the various readings.
They suggested, however, that the preface to each work
should contain, in addition to the particulars proposed
by the Master of the Rolls, a biographical account of
the author, so far as authentic materials existed for that
purpose, and an estimate of his historical credibility and
value.

Rolls House,
December 1857.
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The material originally positioned here is too large for reproduction in this
reissue. A PDF can be downloaded from the web address given on page iv
of this book, by clicking on 'Resources Available'.
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INTRODUCTION.

NAAAANARAAALAANAN AR

Tae Cottonian Manuscript Claudius E. iv., which Descrip.
supplies the text of the Gesta Abbatum Mon. S. Albani, 378 "éot_
printed in these volumes, is a compilation, to all appear- ton.
ance, of the last ten years of the fourteenth century. %ﬁ?ms
The manuscript, a large folio, was evidently written, Compiled
under the supervision of ! Thomas Walsingham, in the ;fgee:vfgin
Seriptorium, or copying-room, of St. Alban’s; and of Thomas
closely corresponds, both in size and character of writing, gﬁl‘smg'
2 with the Royal MS. 13 E.ix., in the British Museum ; a

work also compiled by Walsingham, as there is good

3reason to believe. In addition to the Gesta .Abbatum, Its con-
the volume contains several other works, written by the "™
same, or contemporary St. Alban’s; hands ; among which

may be mentioned,—A4nnales Britannorum, ete., Passio

Beati Albani Martyris, Miracula Sancti Albana,
Inventio Sancti Amphibali, Regum Offarum Historia,

and some minor tracts relative to that Abbey.

The Gesta Abbatum embrace folios 98a—321a of the General
volume. The work commences with the foundation of Sg%Pton
the Abbey of St. Alban’s, by Offa, King of Mercia. in the Gesta
latter part of his reign, and the nomination of Willegod Abbatum.

to be first Abbot of the foundation ; and ends with the

1 Precentor of St. Alban’s, and | portions of MS. Corp. Chr. Camb.
Seriptorarius, or Chief Copyist | No. vii., the Liber de Benefuctoribus,
For some account of him, see | printed in the same volume with
Walsingham’s Hist. Angl., Vol. II. | Trokelowe’s Annales.

Introd. p. xX. 3 See Hist. Angl., Introd. Vol. L.

2 Also with the writing of some [ p.x., Vol. IL p. xii.
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X INTRODUCTION,

closing years of Abbot Thomas de la Mare, who died
A.D. 1396. The earlier portion of the history, as might
be expected, is a compilation embodying the works of
antecedent writers on the subject ; while the account
of the later Abbots, from the !commencing portion of
the l4th century, is an original compilation from the
The Geste 2 pen of Walsingham himself. In the manuseript itself
divided, - 43¢ work runs on without any break, except at the

for con-

venience, % beginning of the life of each new Abbot; but for

into Three . . ope

Sections. convenience of arrangement, and the better recognition
of the distinct authorship of each part, it has been
divided into three Sections in these volumes, which
admit of being thus characterized.—

The First ~ The First Section,—originally proceeding, to a great

Section,  pxtent, from the pen of Matthew Paris, but occasionally

mainly . .

compiled altered towards the end, either by Walsingham or a

}’gpya}fa ss, Previous compiler, embraces the whole period from the
foundation of the Monastery to the *twentieth year
of John de Hertford, twenty-third Abbot, A.D. 1255.

The Se~ The Second Section,—is a compilation by an anony-

eond See- ong hand ; in its earlier part, from rough notes collected

tion, com- . . . . .
pleaby by Matthew Paris, and from his Historia Majos, (or

an anony- - Ghronica Majora, as Sir F. Madden ? prefers calling it) ;

mous hand. . . ?
in its later years, from materials probably no longer in
existence. It ends with the death of John de ¢ Maryns,
twenty-sixth Abbot, in March 1308.

The Third ~ The Third Section,—beginning with the Abbacy of

fj;f;‘ﬁ‘;d Hugh de Eversdone in 1308, is undoubtedly the com-
by Thomas pilation of Thomas Walsingham, as at folio 189a we find
alsing- . . . .
ham,SI & the following note in rubric, in an apparently contem-
1T A.D. 1308. 4 See page 324 of this Volume.
2 See next page. S Preface to the Hist. Angl. of

3 Each of which is illustrated with | Matthew Paris, Vol. I. p. xxix., in
a full-length portrait of the new | the present Sevies.
Abbot, in colours : merely fanciful 6 See the volume of Trokelowe,
representations, no doubt, and of | ete., in this Series, Introd. p. x.
no great artistic merit. i
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INTRODUCTION, X1

porary hand, —“ Exhinc wusque ad obitum TLhome
“ Abbatis ex studio Fratris Thome de Walsigham [sic]
‘“ 1 Preecentoris ;”  words which, on the principle that
Inclusio unius est exclusio alterius, would certainly
imply that the preceding pages of the Gesta,— the
Second Section, that is to say,~are not his composition.

The Cottonian Manuscript 2 Nero D. i, from which The First
the First Section of the Gesta Abbatum has been mainly 0?‘1‘;‘;“
derived, was evidently compiled by Matthew Paris, the ngz'tum
great Chronicler of St. Alban’s, (who died in 1259,) as mainly de-
an Appendix, or ®Supplement, to his Historia Major, :E;edvf;;m
contained in the Corpus Christi Cambridge MSS., Abbatum
Nos. xvi. and * xxvi. ; the volume being there repeatedly %szgm
referred to by him as his “Liber Additamentorum.” The MS Nero
portion of it which contains the Vitee Abbatwm, from P
which the First Section has been chiefly borrowed
in MS. Claudius E. iv.,, extends from fol. 30a, to fol.
68b, (pages 1-324 in the present Volume); after which
there occur a number of copies of documents, and entries
of a miscellaneous nature, which have been made use of
by the compiler in the conclusion of the Abbacy of
John de Hertford, in the early part of Section II.; some
few passages in that part of this Section having been

! As stated in the Introdnction to
his Hist. Angl.,, Vol. TL p. xxi,
Walsingham ceased to be I’rwecen-
torin 1394; consequently the Gestu
Abbatum must have been compiled
before that date. It would seem
from: this robric that it was bis inten-
tion to carry the narrative down to
the death of Abbot Thomas de la
Mare, who died in 1396; but his
removal from the Abbey, as Priov of
Wymundham, probably prevented
its completion.

2 A small folio, in double columus,
minutely written in various hands.

3 Prepared, as he himself says.

Hist, Maj. s.a. 1251 (p. 817, ed.
Wats) “ ul hoe volumen deoncretur,”
that the main work might not be
overloaded.  Numerous passages
in proof of this are collected by
Wats, in his Preface to the Vite
Requm, Abhatumque, fol.* 3. As
Wats has remarked, the ZLiber
Additamentorum  was  left  un-
finished, as some matters are re-
ferred to in the History, as there to
be found, which have never heen
entered.

i The latter number containing
the earlier portion of the Historia
Magor,
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xii INTRODUCTION.
derived from the Historic Major of Matthew Paris as
well.

In reference to the authorship of the Viie Abba-
tum in MS. Nero D. i, from which the earlier part
of the Gesta Abbatum has been thus derived, Mat-
thew Paris is found mentioning himself, by 'name, as
the writer, in speaking of the sources of information
whence he obtained his account of the transfer of the
2 yelics of St. Alban to Denmark, and their recovery by
the Abbey of St. Alban’s; a story which he may pro-
bably have heard during his visit to the Abbey of
Holm, in Norway, in 1248, mentioned in the Historia
Major; as also, (as stated by him in page 19,) from
persons in the service of the King of Denmark, who had
been born or brought up in the town of St. Alban’s.
In page 193 again of the present Volume, he refers
to his Historia Major, as forming one and the same
book with (prwsens liber) the Liber Additamento-
ruwm, which contains the Viiw Abbatum ; the whole
of it having probably been originally intended to be
comprised in ®*one volume. In page 232 we find him
speaking from his own early recollection as to the
merits of Abbot John de Cella, who died in 1214;
the time of his noviciate, probably, at St. Alban’s, as
it was not till the year #1217 that he assumed the

Matthew
Paris men-
tions him-
self, by
name, as
the writer
of the
Vite Ab-
batum in
MS. Nero
D.i

MS. Nero
D. i, the
Liber Ad-
ditamento-
rum of
Matthew
Paris,

Page 19 of this Volume.
In page 12, Note 3, in the pre-
sent Volume, it is stated that the

3 This intention was probably
abandoned on account of the great
and inconvenient bulk of a volume

1
2

story of the recovery of the relics
of St. Alban is omitted by Wats, in
the Vite Abbatum, as not being in
MS. Nero D. i. In the latter, how-
ever, it is previously given, in folios
25,26, as an independent narrative.
According to Wats (Vite Abbatum,
p. 38), this account is altogether
omitted in the Spelman MS., of
which mention will be found in the
latter part of this Introduction.

so formed ; the smaller size, too, of
the folios in MS. Nero D. i. would
have rendered such a combination
extremely difficult.

4 In proof of this, he has made
the following entry opposite to the
year 1217 in MS. Nero D. i. fol.
166a, a leaf containing a necrology
of the monks of St. Alban’s, and its
Cells, during his time:—* Hoc anno
“ eyo Frater Mattheus Parisiensis
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INTRODUCTION. xiii

monastic habit there. In page 242 he again speaks of
himself, by name, as the writer, and as having heard
from the lips of Robert of London his (at least, very
doubtful,) account of the contemplated apostasy of King
John ; a story which, however, does not appear in the
Vitee Abbatum of MS. Nero D. i, but was interpolated,
probably by Walsingham or his seribes, from the
Historia. Major (s. . 1213), or some other source, now
unknown. In folio 68 b., col. 2, of the Additaments in
MS. Nero D. i. (page 324 of the present Volume) occur
the words :(—“ A4 tempore dico suw creationis usque in
“ annum sue prelationis vicesimumm ; quo, scilicet, heec
“ pagina a Fratre Mattheo scripta est Parisiensi, qui de
“ futuris mon presumit diffinire : ”—in which he again,
and finally, acknowledges himself to be the writer of
the Vitee Abbatum. After this passage in MS. Nero D. i,
the entries are disconnected and fragmentary, and, as
already ! noticed, of a varied and miscellaneous nature.

Some few passages, however, in Section I. of the (festa Some pas-
Abbatum are evidently not the composition of Matthew 35 Gresta
Paris, and consequently are not to be found in the Abbatum
Vite Abbatum, among his Additamenta in MS. Nero i‘;fihﬁ“}}‘i‘,‘m
D. i, Of this description are the accounts given of the éﬁ‘:’:{l’;‘ew
Hermits Roger and Sigar, and the Recluse Christina, paris,
pp. 97—106 ; additions either by Walsingham or by
his anonymous predecessor, the compiler of the Second
Section of the Gesta. So again, in page 308, a passage
has been interpolated in allusion to Abbot Thomas de
la Mare (who died in 1396), by Walsingham, no doubt.

Some passages have also been added, probably by the
same hand, to the text of the Vite Abbatum from the
Historie, Major of the same writer; as in the case of
the story of Robert of London, above noticed, pp. 236—

““ habitum suscept re[gularem] die | January, of St. Agnes the Second,
“ Sancte [Ag]netis.  Qui hec | the 28th of January : the first date
“ seripsi, ut viveni nomina patrum | is probably the one meant.

“in eternum.” The Day of St. ' See page xi. ante.

Agnes the First was the 21st of

b
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xiv INTRODUCTION.

241, and the passages remarked upon in pages 185, 242,
and 267, for example.
Material At page 299 of the present Volume, the compiler of
fj‘i,‘;“f;;ﬁi the Gesta begins materially to alter the text of the Vit
of the Abbatum, as given in MS. Nero D. i.; omitting various
Vite Ab- . .
batum as  passages that are to be found there, and inserting new
:l?:%iitm materials in their place. The whole of the matter that
Abbatum. has been thus omitted from the text of the Vite Ab-
batwm will be found inserted in Appendix (D.) of the
present Volume. After the words “ nec woluntatem,” in
page 312, the context of the Vit Abbatum in MS. Nero
D.i. is resumed, and followed uninterruptedly to the
close of Section I.
%J:Sshi‘:s But in the same manner that Walsingham has in
evidently general thus adopted the text of the Vite Abbatum by
‘;j‘sed bis  Matthew Paris for the earlier part of his Gesta, Paris
ite Ab-
batum upon himself has based his own work wupon a still older one,
:nggolder there is every reason to believe. In fol. 30a. of MS.
Nero D. i, containing the Vitcz Abbatwm, so often before
mentloned (as also, we learn from Wats, in the Spel-
man Manuscript which was collated by 'him for his
edition of the Vitw), we find inserted in the margin
Mentionin the following ? Note, in a contemporary hand :— Secun-
%S] fﬁ‘{w dum  antiqguum Rotulwm Bartholowmes Clerici; qui
Rollof  « gy Domino Adam Cellarario diu fuerat, serviens
Adam the . . 7. ., . e .
Cellarer. €1, et ipsum rotuwlum sibi retinuit, de scriptis suis
“ hoc solum eligens ;” words which, when we take into
consideration the time at which Adam the Cellarer ®lived,
strongly imply that the account of the earlier Abbots
in the Vite Abbatum was derived from an ancient Roll
which bhad either been written (de scriptis suis) by
this Adam, or had been in his possession before it

came into that of Bartholomew le Clerc. We might

1 Prefatio in Vitas, fol. *2, and 3In the reigns of Stephen and

Vite, p. 35, ed. Wats, Henry II. : he died in the time of
2 See pages 3 and 4 of this Vo- | Abbot Warin, before A.D. 1195;
lume, Note 2. see page 206 of this Volume.
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INTRODUCTION. XV

feel better assured that the first was the fact, that this Reason for
Roll was a compilation made by Adam the Cellarer, had Sv‘;l‘el;g:f
not Matthew Paris himself expressly stated, in the this Roll
Witee Abbatum, that Adam, though circumspect and zf)ﬁlgle?s
discreet in matters temporal, was an illiterate (¢lliteratus) by Adam
man withal ; in contradistinction to Godfrey, the monk, lafese )
his uncle, who was bene [litteratus, “well-versed in

“ letters.” We can hardly think that Paris would have

said this of Adam, had he been conscious that he was
indebted for his early matter relative to the Abbots to a
compilation from his pen. The question then as to the
identity of the author of this “ Roll of Bartholemew le

“(lerc” for the present must remain undecided ; though Internal
that Paris at times did borrow, not only the matter, %g(i’sfrg:j‘fy
but the exact language of an earlier writer, is proved did borrow
almost to demonstration by the passage noticed in ﬁgﬁ’f}e’:“
page 87 of this Volume, where the writer says that writer.
he himself had heard (prout ab eis qui interfuerunt

accepr) the Translation of the body of St. Alban de-

seribed by persons who were actually present; an

event which took place in the year 1129, whereas

Paris himself did not assume the monastic habit till
eighty-eight years after that date. As to Adam Mention
the Cellarer, the owner of the Roll, if not the f;;%‘éei‘lnﬂy
author, mention is made of him in the First Section the First
more than once. In page 121, a continuation of the ?ﬁ;g“ﬂ‘l’g
passage already referred to, we find it stated that, with Cellarer.
his uncle Godfrey, he was sent from St. Alban’s to the
Benedictine Monastery of Croyland, for the purpose of

reforming the rule of that house; that Godfrey perma-

1See page 121 of this Volume. | mark on the fact. The truth is
‘We need not take any notice of the | probably, that he looked upon these
fact that Paris nowhere states that | various compilations as being much
he has borrowed from the Roll of | more the literary property of the
Adam the Cellarer; for we know | Convent, than of their respective
that he adopted the Flores Hist. of | authors.
Wendover without making any re-

b 2

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108046824
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-04682-4 - Gesta Abbatum Monasterii Sancti Albani: A Thoma Walsingham, Regnante
Ricardo Secundo, Compilata: Volume 1: A.D. 793-1290

Edited by Henry Thomas Riley

Frontmatter
More information
xvi INTRODUCTION.
Various nently remained there, as ! Abbot; but that Adam,
matters o after a stay there of toil and usefulness, was recalled by
with refer- Abbot Robert de Gorham to St. Alban’s, and appointed
f{‘gﬁn;‘,’the Cellarer of that house; such being his skill in the

Cellarer of transaction of business, and such his diligence in various

St.Alban’s. matters, especially those pertaining to the Kitchen of
the Convent, that on his decease he was deemed worthy
of the honour of burial in the Abbey Chapter-house.
Adam is named again, as Cellarer, in page 107, and as
being sent (p. 145) by Abbot Robert, together with
Simon the Prior, to offer certain explanations to King
Henry the Second. In page 182, he is mentioned as
still living in 1166, and, on the death of Abbot Robert
in that year, in conjunction with the Prior, having the
temporary management of the house, Under the Ab-
bacy of Warin de Cantebrugge, Abbot from 1183 to
1195, he is spoken of (p. 206) as then deceased ; orders
being given by the Abbot that, in consideration of his
singular merits, his Anniversary should be celebrated
with the same honours as those of the Abbots of the
Convent, with Masses, that is to say, and Psalms, and
refreshment of the poor. In page 284, mention is made
of his provision of two wax candles, to be burnt while
the Mass of the Blessed Virgin was being celebrated ;
and a corrody left by him is spoken of in p. 305, for the
benefit of a recluse at Saint Michael’s, for ever.?

The Se- The Second Section of the Gesta Abbatwm, the early
fl':f;d Sec- part of which, as already stated, appears to have been

11138 is said to have been the
year of his creation as such.

2 The passages in pp. 269, 270,
in reference to various consecrations
by Thomas, Bishop of Down, at St.
Alban’s, seem to be derived from
MS. Bibl. Reg. 13 E. vi., a slight
Continuation of Ralph de Diceto,
down to A.D. 1215, apparently

written at St. Alban’s; in reference
to which Monastery and its neigh-
bouring churches, a few notices
occur. Any matter adopted from
this MS. by Matthew Paris in the
Vite Abbatum, would of course be
later than the contents of the Roll
of Adam the Cellarer.
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INTRODUCTION. Xvil

partly compiled from materials collected by Matthew piled partly
Paris among his Additaments, in MS. Nero D. i, and, Fom me-
to a slight extent, from the later pages of the Historiq the Addi-
Magor of that writer, is written in MS. Claudius E. iv,, ﬁ’;ﬁ?w“
in the same hand as the preceding part, and terminates, Faris.

as already noticed, with the death of Abbot John de

Maryns in 1308. By whom it was compiled there Its original
seems to be no possibility of saying, with any degree of ﬁg‘i‘ggfv‘;l
certainty, but that the original from which it was

copied was written before Walsingham’s time, we may
satisfactorily conclude from the rubric on folio 189,

already !mnoticed. The allusion, however, to the time

of Abbot Thomas de la Mare in page 413, is an inter-
polation by Walsingham, no doubt.

Dr. William Wats, in his edition of Matthew Paris Edition of
(two vols,, folio, 1640, 1684), has included the Vite Ab- 3¢, Vit
batum, from MS. Nero D. i, among his works. Wats of Matthew
makes mention in his Preface of three manuscripts of Torsoy
the work that were extant in his time ; two belonging liam Wats..
to Sir Robert Cotton (the present MSS. Nero D. 1, and Three
Claudius E. iv.) and one in the possession of Sir Henry poer
Spelman ; of apparently somewhat earlier date than formerly in
MS. Nero D.i, and the present locality of which does “***®
not seem to admit of being ?identified. The text of the Ms. Spel-
Spelman Manuscript, Wats °tells us, (who professes to /70"
have collated it for his edition of the Vit 4bbatum,) was have been
more brief and contracted than that of MS. Nero D. i. ;2;;};?;
from which he is disposed to look upon it as a closer the work
copy of the “ Rotulus Bartholomei Clerici,” already i}‘;ﬁl‘,ﬂc}'
mentioned ; there being many additions to that text in Paris bor-
the corresponding pages of MS. Nero D.i These ad- rowed.
ditions, (entirely confined to the earlier part of the Vit

Abbatum,) seem to have been pointed out by Wats with

1 See page xi. ante. man Manuseripts, which were sold
* It does not appear-in MS. Harl. | by John Harding in December 1709,
7055, in the list of 103 of the Spel- 8 Preefatio in Vitas, fol. *2.
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xviil INTRODUCTION.

a carefulness that does mnot wusually characterize his
Various  labours ; and all the information that he has given on
feading®.  the point has been preserved with equal scrupulousness
Spelman  in the foot-notes to the present Volume. Wats further
the present " informs his readers that he has followed MS. Nero
Volume. D). i, (which he distinguishes as Codex MS. Minor Cot-

tonianus,) as his text throughout,—“ Hune, ut textum

“ nostrwm, per ommia secuti swmus.” Here he is
](gf:‘gcoii};l . wrong, however ; having been deceived, in all proba-
text of the Dility, by the amanuensis whom he mentions ag having

Vite Ab- been employed to transcribe the Lives from MS. Nero

batum as . .
printed by D- 1. In several instances, as may be seen on reference
Wats.  to the Notes in the present Volume, the transeriber has

given readings not found in Nero D.i. or Claudius E.
iv., and consequently derived either from the Spelman
Manuscript, or his own 2 fancy, or, perhaps, in the whole,
from both. Occasionally too, a reading from the Gesta
in MS. Claudius E. iv., seems to have been adopted by
the transcriber.

Various In the present edition, the various readings in MS.

readings i \ero D, i, are given in the foot-notes, as well as the

MS. Nero

D.i. given numerous variations, from whatever cause arising, in
in th . Y ..
;;eseit Wats’s text; together with the variations or omissions

edition.  which, as previously remarked, he has noticed as exist-
ing in the Spelman Manuscript.
Notes in At page 280 Note i. of the present Volume, reference
158. Nero 15 made to a Note, in a hand of the 17th century, in the
glaigdius margin of folio 131b of MS. Cotton. Claudius E. iv.—
query as to © Hucusque alius liber a Math. Paris scriptus.” What
their mean- this book was, it is perhaps impossible now to ascertain;
e possibly, the Spelman MS. may have been meant, the

writer being in ignorance of the fact that some part of

! Prefatio, fol. *#2. MSS. Nero D.1i.,,and Claudius E. iv.,

21t is a somewhat curious fact | is almost invariably transformed, in
that the name « Willelmus,” which | Wats’s text, into % Gulielmus.”
repeatedly occurs in that form in
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INTRODUCTION. xXix

it at least must have been the work of a writer prior to
the age of Matthew Paris. The Notes also, mentioned
in pages 298, 299, as appearing in MSS. Claudius E. iv.
and Nero D. i. in the handwriting of Sir Robert Cotton,
seem at this day equally impossible of explanation.

In the side-notes, with the view of preserving the Ancient
savour of antiquity which rightfully belongs to them, fgg’;‘ls of
the ancient forms of local names, where given in En- names.
glish in the text, and not in a Latinized shape, have
purposely been ! retained throughout.

An examination of the details of this curious picture Considera-
of monastic rule, economy, and litigation, during the 4onof he

details of
changes and vicissitudes of six centuries,—from the date the Gesta

of the Abbey’s foundation by the devout munificence of defeffe‘('{‘
King Offa, down to its humiliations and its struggles for for the
very existence against the vengefulness of the emissaries present.
of Walter the Tyler and John Balle,—is of necessity de-

ferred until the completion of these volumes.

The facsimile from MS. Cotton. Claudius E. iv., folio Facsimile
171b, placed at the beginning of this Volume, corresponds %thgfnin .
with the text in pages ?483-485. As already ®noticed, of this
the character of the handwriting closely resembles that ¥ "™
of the St. Alban’s MS. Bibl Reg. 13. E. ix,, a facsimile
from which faces the title-page of the Second Volume of

Walsingham’s Historia Anglicana, in this Series.

H. T. R
1 Where several ancient forms of Beginning at “ manu propria
the same name have been used in | “ conscripti.”
the text, in the Note the form most 3 Sece page ix. ante.
generally in use has been the one
adopted.
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XX

ABBOTS OF ST. ALBAN'S, MENTIONED IN THE “ GESTA

“ ABBATUM.”
A.D.

WILLEGOD, appointed - - - - 793
Eabnric - - - - - .
WuLsia - - - - -
WuLNoTH - - - - - -
Kavrrrrn - - - - - -
W uLsiN - -
AvLrric - -
EALpRED - - - -
Eapmar - - -
* LEOFRIC . - - -
Asrric 11, - - - - -
LEOFSTAN - - - - - -
FrEDERIC - - - - - 1064
Paur, THE NORMAN - - - - - 1077
RicaarDp (DE Exaquio) - - - - 1097
GEOFFREY (DE (GORHAM) - - 1119
RapuLr GuBiuN - - - 1146
RoBERT (DE GORHAM) - - - 1151
SiMON - - - - - - 1167
WARIN DE CANTEBRUGGE - - 1183
Jounx oe CrLrA - - - - 1195
WiLriam DE TRUMPYNGTONE - - - - 1214
Jou~N pe HERTFORD - - - - - 1235
RoGER DE NORTONE - - - - 1260
JOHN DE BERKHAMSTEDE - - - - 1291
JouN DE MARYNS - - - - - 1302
Huea pE EVERSDONE - - - - 13C8
RicARD DE WALLINGFORD - - - 1326
MicHAEL DE MENTMORE - - - - 1335
TuromAs DE LA MARE - - - - 1349

* As to the correct succession of Leofric and Alfric II., see pp. 29, 30, Notes.
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