
History
The books reissued in this series include accounts of historical events and 
movements by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, as well as landmark studies 
that assembled significant source materials or developed new historiographical 
methods. The series includes work in social, political and military history on 
a wide range of periods and regions, giving modern scholars ready access to 
influential publications of the past.

Summary of the 
Administration of the Indian Government

When the Army officer and politician Francis Rawdon-Hastings (1754–1826) 
arrived in Calcutta to serve as Governor-General in October 1813, British India 
comprised three presidencies and was beset by problems relating to warring 
states, weakened armed forces, insufficient funds, and rebellious Gurkhas and 
Maratha chieftains. This brief first-person account discusses these problems, 
touching especially on the war against Nepal (1814–16) – after which the 
Governor-General was created First Marquess of Hastings – and the offensive 
operations against Pindari raiders and restive chieftains in the Third Anglo-
Maratha War (1817–18). First published in 1824 to justify Hastings’ political, 
military and financial conduct in office, this work offers direct insight into a 
colonial leader’s mentality and the strategic thinking behind the expenditure 
of blood and money for the furtherance of British imperialism.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.
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