
Travel and Exploration in Asia
This collection of travel narratives, mainly from the nineteenth century, 
records the impressions of Europeans who visited China, Japan, South 
and South-East Asia. Some came as missionaries, others as members of 
trade or diplomatic missions, or as colonial administrators. Some were 
straightforward tourists, and one or two arrived as prisoners or shipwrecked 
sailors. Such accounts of travellers’ experiences in exotic locations were 
eagerly received by European readers.

Three Years’ Wanderings in 
the Northern Provinces of China

First published in 1847, this is an important description of what were then 
little-known parts of China by the botanist Robert Fortune (1812–80). Son 
of a hedger, Fortune rose to be one of the most famous gardeners, botanists 
and plant hunters of his day, making several visits to China to bring out 
commercially important plants, especially tea for introduction to British 
India, and ornamental plants (many now bearing the name fortunei) which 
were enthusiastically taken up by Victorian gardeners. His three years in 
China took him to areas newly open to Europeans after Chinese defeat in 
the First Opium War (1839–42). His sometimes trenchant criticisms of the 
Chinese – like his contemporaries, he was fully persuaded of the superiority 
of the West – are balanced by his knowledgeable comments on local flora 
and plant cultivation, and the book remains an insightful early description 
of inland regions of China.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
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