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Henry Mathias Elmore (about whom little is known) was a sailor in the Royal Navy who quit
in 1783 and set out for Calcutta to be involved with the East India Company’s growing trade.
Elmore worked as a commander on its ships, and he decided to write this account of sailing to
and within the East, which was published in 1802, in order to share his navigational knowledge
and to correct earlier inaccuracies. Although much of the work consists of specific, technical
directions for piloting ships around Asia, Elmore’s instructions give a vivid picture of the
complexities of nineteenth-century navigation and the tribulations of sailing during this time.
Some of the voyages he describes include sailing around the Indonesian islands and to the
Malay coast, and how to reach China from Calcutta. Elmore also includes notes about locations
of valuable commodities, such as spices, tea or gold, available for trade.
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR NAVIGATING FROM EUROPE TO INDIA AND
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WITH AN ACCOUNT OF THE TRADE, MERCANTILE HABITS, MANNERS, AND CUSTOMS,
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DAVID SCOTT, Esqg. DEPUTY;

AND THE OGTHER DIRECTORS OF THE HONOURABLE EAST INDIA
COMPANY, FOR THE YEAR 1800, viz.

Sir FRANCIS BARING, Bart,
JACOB BOSANQUET, Efq.
JOSEPH COTTON, Efq.
Sir LIONEL DARELL, Bart.
WILLIAM DEVAYNES, Efq.
SIMON FRASER, E{q.
CHARLES GRANT, E{q.
PAUL LE MESURIER, Efq.
Sir STEPHEN LUSHINGTON, Bart.
JOHN MANSHIP, Efq.
THOMAS THEOPHILUS METCALFE, Efg.
CHARLES MILLS, Efq.
THOMAS PARRY, Efq.
EDWARD PARRY, Efq.
ABRAHAM ROBARTS, Efq.
JOHN ROBERTS, Efq.
GEORGE SMITH, Efq.
GEORGE TATEM, E{q.
GEORGE WOODFORD THELLUSSON, Elq.
ROBERT THORNTON, Efq.
WILLIAM THORNTON, Efq.
SWENY TOONE, Efq..
az Honourable
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Hononrable Sirs and Gentlemen,

THE Patronage which you were pleafed
to beftow on my Work, demands from me the moft
grateful acknowledgements. Accuftomed to munificent and
liberal adts, no praife of mine can be wanting to confirm
the reputation the Honourable Court has acquired, in giving
at all times its ready affiftance to bring forward whatever
may tend to the extenfion of {cience or the propagation of

ufeful knowlege.

In the prefent inftance, I truft that I may be excufed in
obferving, that, on the fafe navigation of the Indian and
China Seas, and the commerce attached to it, depends, in a
great meafure, the mercantile profperity of the Company;
and that I have paid the greateit attention to thofe important
objects, the following fheets will afford convincing proofs.

May

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108045872
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-04587-2 - The British Mariner’s Directory and Guide to the Trade and Navigation of the Indian and
China Seas

H.M. Elmore

Frontmatter

More information

(v)

May I be emboldened to hope, that, if what I have written,
on a fubje¢t of fo much moment to your concerns, fhould
have the good fortune to merit your approbation, I may
look forward with pride and pleafure to your future con-
fideration and fupport?

I have the honour to fubfcribe myfelf with great refpedt,
Honourable Sirs and Gentlemen,

Your moft obedient,
and very devoted,

humble f{ervant,

H. M. ELMORE.

Nos. 16, Burr Streez,
30tk March 1802.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

TH E Author, confcious of his own inability, deems it neceflary
to inform the Public, that thefe Inftructions were not originally
written with a view of being laid before them; but, having thewn
them to fome friends, who fpoke highly of their merit, he has,
with fome relutance, complied with their requeft, of prefenting

them in the fhape of a publication.

Should the leaft poffible advantage to Navigation in general (to
this Country and the Honourable Eaft India Company in particular)
be derived from them, he will confider himfelf amply rewarded.
He could with, however, that this tatk had been undertaken by
fome perfon more capable of performing it in the manner which
the fubjeét deferves. And, to confefs the truth, it was chefly
to prevent thefe Remarks, Inftructions, and Obfervations from
being loft, that he has, unwillingly, ventured to undertake the
publication of them, under an impreffion that the experience of
fixteen years actual fervice would be fufficient to ftamp their cor-

reétnefs and authenticity.

The
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The Author has to obferve, that he has no apprehenfion of in-
curring blame from any one for preferving thefe valuable In-
ftruions. They will difcover to every navigator the Author’s
own experience on fuch fubjeés: and there can be very few to
whom they will not impart many important facts, which they

would not, perhaps, have been able to derive from another fource.

There is one circumftance attending publications of this nature,
which is, that the fale of the work can never fufficiently reimburfe
the Author for his labour. But this he does not regret, as he
looks for remuneration from the fervices he 1s capable to render
in the line of his profeflion. It is favourable to fociety that
commercial advantage generally attends difcovery, which encou-
rages mankind to perfevere; and it is by this means that fo many
ufeful voyages and travels are given almoft gratuitoufly to the

public.

The following work is fo general and extenfive, and the exe-
cution of it required fo much information, affiduity, and attention,
that thofe who may be the moft inclined to encourage the under-
taking will very naturally inquire, Whether the man, who thus boldly
promifes, be fufficiently qualified to perform? To this the Author
can only anfwer, that he had written and prepared this work during his
refidence inIndia,and had long made thefubjeés of it his peculiar {tudy.
Without, therefore, arrogating any fuperiority of talents, he thinks it
would be unworthy of the Patronage he 1s honoured with, and that

kindnefs
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kindnefs expedted from a gencrous Public, as well as deficient in
duty to himfelf and to his Country, was he to permit a timid fup-
pofition of incapacity to deter him from doing what he deems fo

beneficial to fociety in general, and to the fpeculative Britifh inha-
bitants of India in particular.

Under the foregoing refle@ions, the Author begs leave to obferve,
that the politics and commerce of Afia in general, and of Hindooftan
in particular, interefting in all ages to the enlightened nations of
Europe, have, in the courfe of the laft century, attained a degree of
importance infinitely greater than even the moft fanguine could
poflibly have expected. This country in particular, by the wifdom
of its legiflators, the enterprifing fpirit of its merchants, and the
knowledge and intrepidity of fome diftinguithed characters, has
acquired a vaft dominion in the faireft provinces of Afia, and in the
moft fertile region of the earth. Befides her late acquifitions of
the Myfore country, her valuable pofleffions on the peninfula of
India, and the ifland of Ceylon, fhe now holds the fole and un-
divided fovereignty of Bengal and Bahar; a tra& of country con-
fiderably larger than France, and inhabited by thirty millions of
civilized people.

From all thefe circumftances, and particularly at the prefent
crifis, independently of the work as a Direory to facilitate the
navigation in the Indian Seas, the Obfervations, to which fome
of the Inftrutions as a guide to trade refer, are expeéted to be of
ufe to the Commanders, Officers, and Purfers, of the Honourable

b Com-
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Company’s fhips in general, but more particularly to the Britith
Merchants, Commanders, and Officers, of the trading country fhips,

The Author efteems himfelf extremely fortunate in being
honoured with the patronage of the firft commercial body in the
world; and he trufts that it will give to his work additional value,
when he acquaints navigators, that a part of it was fubmitted by
the Court of Diretors to their Committee of Shipping, accom-
panied by the following Addrefs to the Court, and which recerved
their perfe&t approbation.

TC
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To the Honourable the Chairman and Court of
Directors of the Eaflt India Company.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

AT the conclufion of the war in the year 1783,
I quitted his Majcﬁy’s navy, and went to Calcutta, Fourth Mate of
your Honourable Court’s hired packet The Surprife, where, the being
difcharged from your fervice, I went into the country trade, and
continued until the year 1796. At this period I was appointed to
the command of your Honourable Court’s freighted fhip Varuna; and
having delivered the Company’s cargo in this country, and returned
to Calcutta, I there refigned the command of that fhip.

During my continuance in India I was a&ively employed in my
profeflion; and obferved, with much concern, the deficiency in the
printed Inftructions for failing from port to port in that country.

I applied, with much care, to make remarks, write dire®ions, fix
accurately the latitudes and longitudes of fuch places as I had op-
portunities of doing; and at much trouble to colle& fuch remarks,

b 2 direétions,
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xii )
dire&tions, and inftru&ions, from the beft authorities, as would
enable me to improve the then extant Diretory.

I have now, with much care and application, collected a number
of remarks and inftructions, which 1 conceive will be highly be-
neficial to the more ready and fafe navigating in the Indian and
China Seas, particularly the Weft Coaft of Sumatra, Straits of Ma-
caflar, Malacca, Banca, Durian, and the China Sea; as well for the

ufe of the Honourable Company’s as for the Country Ships.

I beg your Honourable Court will permit me to have the honour
of dedicating my Remarks to you, under whofe influence they will

be proteted, and meet the encouragement, I truft, they will be
found to deferve.

The Latitudes and Longitudes, determining the exaét fituations of
places in India, were fo well known to be corred, that I was told
your hydrographer, Mr. A. Dalrymple, wrote to India for them, in
the year 1797; but the application was never made to me, or
I would readily have complied with the requeft, and trufted to
the known liberality of your Honourable Court for a remuneration
of my Iabours.

I beg leave to obferve, that my Inftructions for navigating the
Indian and China Seas are allowed to be, by thofe who have
ufed them, extremely corre&, and of great ufe in navigating thofe
feas; and I have by my own experience proved them,

Any
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Any number of copies of my intended publication your Honour-

able Court thinks proper to order, thall be delivered to your Secretary,
from the firft impreflions.

I have the honour to be, Honourable Sir and Sirs, with the
greateft refpedt,

Your moft dutiful,

faithful, and obedient,

humble {crvént,

H. M. ELMORE,

Late Commander of the Honourable Company’s

freighted fhip Varuna,
No.2, Ghucefier Place;
New Road, Mary-le hone, Londar,
December 15, ¥800.
MEMORANDUM
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MEMORANDUM acompanying the MS, fent in with the above
Addrefs, and referred to the Committee of Shipping by the Court
of Dire&ors.

¢ By comparing the few plain Rules, I have the honour to
tran{mit as a {pecimen of my intended Work, with thefe already
publifhed, for entering the river Hoogly; or by taking the opinion
of any of the Commanders of the Honourable Company’s fhips
who have ufed Bengal; or that of any of the Company’s pilots
for the river Hoogly; I ftake the merit of my Publication.”

RESOLUTION or tue COURT.

At a Court of Direltors, held on Wednelday the
ift of April 1801,

ResorveDp,—That this Court fubfcribe for Forty Sets of Captain
H. M. Elmore’s Direétions for Navigating in the
Indian Seas.

3 PREFACE
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PREFACE

A'S nations have advanced in civilization, fo has difcovery
and nautical knowledge been encouraged and rewarded.
The Spaniards and Portuguefe laid the foundation of our
acquaintance with the Indian Ocean and the China Seas.—
The French, too, have done much in adding and corret-
ing our Navigation Charts; but the commercial world in
this refpe&t ftands more indebted to the Britith mariner
than to any other clafs of that valuable defcription of
mankind.

In proportion as improvements have been made in navi-
gation, in the like manner has enterprize been promoted,
and new fources of commerce have been difcovered.—
Great pains have in general been taken to point out the
advantages which may be naturally expected to flow from
fuch difcoveries. But in that range which it has been the
good fortune of the Author to explore, very few accounts,
that are in any fhape digefted, have been prefented to the
Public,

The nautical part has been hitherto given in a loofe
unconnected way, unfatisfatory, and in many places erro-
neous. In regard to the trade, nothing has been yet faid
to give the Merchants of this country any adequate idea of

its
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its importance or value. Free Merchants or individual
traders, proceeding to India from Great Britain, have every

thing to learn; and information can only be obtained by
the experience of many voyages.

The Author has it in view, in the following Work, to
corret the errors of former navigators; to fix new pofitions;
to point out dangers hitherto unknown; and to inftruét
the unexperienced in what manner, and at what feafons,
to perform his voyages in thofe {eas on which he treats.

Neither are thefe the only benefits to be derived from
this Publication. The Eaft India Company have, with be-
coming liberality, given confiderable encouragement to the
country trade of India, or that which is carried on between
the principal ports of Britifh India and furrounding nations
to the eaftward of the Cape of Good Hope. Thefe {pecu-
lations have been hitherto confined to the eaftern hemi-
fphere, and to the capital of merchants fettled in that
quarter of the globe. The reafon of this muft appear ob-
vious to the moft indifferent obferver, viz. the reftritive
claufe in the Company’s charter, in regard to their trade,
which permits of no intercourfe, independently of that Com-
pany, between this country and thofe to the eaftward of the
Cape. The expediency of this meafure, debarring 7z zozo
the ufe of Britifh capital, when the fcarcity of fpecie in
India is confidered, is a fubject which the Author leaves to

abler
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abler hands. But it has néver been denied, that the moft
folid advantages to Britith India, and even to the profperity
of the Company itfelf, more efpecially fince the year 1780,
the period when Hyder Ally’s invafion of the Carnatic
threatened the exiftence of their poffeflions on the Coaft of
Coromandel, have been derived from the exertions of the
Free Merchants refiding in India, under the protection of
the Eaft India Company.

The capital and fhipping of the Free Merchants have
been uniformly employed, during the moft momentous
epochs, in fupplying the armies of the Company with pro-
vifions in times of {fcarcity, and in tran{porting troops and
military ftores from one fettlement to another. From their
exertions additional energy has been given to operations
the moft diftant from the refources of government, the
moft fuccefsful termination has crowned the general effort
of all ranks and degrees; and Britifh pre-eminence in India
ftands now unrivalled.

To multiply and encourage the Free Traders of that coun-
try becomes, therefore, a principle of political economy, con-
folidating the power of the Eaft India Company. Their
fuccefs abroad depends on the Company, and which can only
be promoted by a thorough knowledge of the nature and
advantage to be derived from the trade which it is meant
they fhould embrace and cherith.

c The
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The following remarks and obfervations will point out
clearly and concifely all the facilities and vigor which can be
given to the commerce in queftion. By this means it may
be expeéted that fhoots or branches of Britifh mercantile
houfes may in time be eftablifhed in the Company’s fettle-
ments, and by their knowlege, application, and capital, unite
more firmly the reciprocal interefts of both countries #.

In contemplating certain minutiee which have fallen under
the Author’s particular obfervation, he begs to remark, that,
in the Inftructions for Navigating the Weft Coaft of Sumatra,
particular attention has been paid, and much application
beftowed, to find out, if poflible, every danger with which
that coaft abounds. Where fo many fhoals of coral rocks
exift, it cannot poflibly be {fuppofed to have no other dan-
gers than what are defcribed in this Publication; for there
is {carcely any part of India which requires a particular
furvey more than the Weft Coaft of Sumatra.

The Honourable Company’s fhips, from Bengal to Ben-
coolen, are in continual danger if they make free with that
coaft. The confequence is, they are under the neceflity of

* The Author underftands that it has been recommended to the banking-houfe of
Meflrs. Hammerdleys, Pall-Mall, whofe correfpondence is already fo generally eftablithed:
over our own continent, to fix a branch of this concern in Calcutta, for fupplying
paffengers to Europe with their circular exchange notes; and for the remittance of
money by bills at fhort dates, and without rifk.

keeping
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keeping a good offing until they are to the fouthward of
the iflands, and then baul in to make a landfall. The lofs
of the Honourable Company’s thip Foulis, Captain Blatchford,
has been an additional {fpur to the Author’s attention, and for
ufing every method to gain information of any newly-dif-
covered danger which may appear to the Commanders who
are conftantly trading in that quarter.

The Tableof Latitudes and Longitudes, the Author believes
to be as accurate as any which have been laid down; and
many, which have never hitherto been noticed, are princi-
pally from his own obfervations. It may be obferved in this
place, that, though in the fame fhip, and with the {fame
inftrument, few men can be found to agree, even in the
meridian altitude of the fun; fome fetting the limb clofer,
{fome wider than others; it therefore cannot be fuppofed
but in lunar obfervations, (where every mile of error upon
the inftrument, in taking the diftance of the fun and moon’s,
or moon and ftars’ limbs, makes, when the diftance is cleared
of the effet of parallax and refration, a difference of fif-
teen miles or upwards in longitude,) that every obferver, in
future, will agree exactly with thofe already laid down,
though at the fame time they cannot differ very widely. It
was well known while the Author was in India, that he was
extremely choice, and went to great expence, in chronome-
ters, inftruments, &c. And he will venture to affirm, that
his thip was allowed, at all times, to be a pattern for the
others in the country trade of India.

C2 After
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After all that has been done, con{cious there is much more

to do, he feeks his apology and confolation in the line of
the Poet,

¢ To err is human, to forgive divine.”

INTRODUCTION.
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INTRODUCTION.

No period of our hiftory is better calculated to clucidate the
powerful effets of commerce thau the prefent.

The vaft efforts made by this country in the prefervation of the
Iiberties of Europe, have flowed from the wifdom of our financial
regulations, the rigid application of public money, and the great and

ftill growing refources of our commercial arrangements.

To preferve that commerce, which has exalted the reputation and
encreafed the riches of the country to a pitch unexampled, fhould
be the fteady aim of our legiflators. But, as prefent pofleffion is not
a pledge of future enjoyment, it never thould be forgotten, that great
and unparalleled fuccefs, in any country, excites jealoufy and envy in
every other.

The powers of Europe, relieved from the calamities of a long dif-
altrous war, will now return to the habits of induftry, and they will
regard India as the moft ample range for general commerce. The
inexhauftible refources of that country have in all ages awakened
the avidity of mercantile nations; and we behold, in India and China,
productions, natural and artificial, fufficient to fupply the wants of
all the world. To retain, therefore, our fhare of the lucrative branch
of commerce, or as much of it as our capital and fituation en-

title
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title us to do, is the object we have 1n view. But, in order to do
this, we muft examine, not only into the interefts and probable
defigns of furrounding mations, but into the moral principles of
mankind, fo far as it may regard a commercial {yftem; fince a
new order of things have been cftablifhed, and that the French

revolution has laid a foundation for political intrigue, on a new and
unheard-of bafls.

It 1s a fa& well known, that, to eftabifh a new French Eaft India
Company, with territorial revenue, was the favourite objeé of the old
French monarchy. To give efficacy to this meafure Anquetil du Peron,
a man not unknown to the literati of Europe, was difpatched by the
Academy of Sciences at Paris, in order to afcertain on the fpot certain
falts relative to Hindooftan. The report of this writer i’crongly re-
commends an alliance between the Merhattas and the Republican
government; and by this means does he propoefe to fap Britith
influence and commerce in India. His details are of a complexion
to diffeminate revolutionary principles in trade as well as in politics,
in order to allure the other nations of Europe, and to compel them,
as it were, to fee their own interefts, in a manner beft fuited to the
interefts of France. Thofe principles having extended themfelves
over a great part of Europe, and even, in fome inftances, found
their way into the cabinet of princes, will yet be the means of ex-
citing great uneafinefs and diforder. We have feen, under their
influence, negociations carried on in a manner entirely unknown to
former diplomacy; divifions of territory, of commerce and property,
infifted on, under the fpccious pretence of the rights of nature;

6 ftates
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ftates and kingdoms extended or reduced according to their fituation
and the limits or boundaries which are marked on the furface of
the globe; and combinations entered into to deprive one country of
a beneficial branch of commerce, in order to enrich other lefzs for-
tunate nations. To render thefe pretenfions more plaufible, political
writers of every defcription were employed, under the influence of
the governments of Europe, to promulgate what they term the

natural presogatives of the human race.

Commercial rivality has, from the earlieft ages, been the grand
fource of contention, and what will moft probably again become
the origin of frefh differences among the preponderating powers of
Europe. ““Let us (fay the fubtle politicians of the prefent day, as
obferved by a late writer*), examine in what manner the nations of
Europe are to enjoy their natural fhare of the commerce of the
world, and particularly of India, fo great and lucrative as it has
now become. Permit us to caft our eyes over the map of the
globe, and trace, on its furface, thofe lines and boundaries which
nature feems to have prefcribed to all countries, in regard to com-
mercial arrangements. The coafts of Europe, from Cape St. Vin-
cent to the extremity of the Gulfs of Bothnia and Finland, appear
one great divifion for mercantile enterprife and adventure; a range
fufficient for competition among thofe nations whofe dominions
ftretch towards the Weftern Ocean. There 1s abundance of fcope
for a&ivity and fpeculation in the limits of that trade, which is natu-

zally connected with the weftern and northern fhores of Europe, the

* Lieut. Col. TAvYLOR, in his ¢ Letters on India,”

Weit
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Woeft India iflands, the coaft of America, the whale and other fifhe-
rics, and in the carriage of bulky and weighty articles to and from
India. Let all this be enjoyed by the inhabitants of the weftern
coafts of Spain and France, by Portugal, by the Low Countries,
Hamburgh, Denmark, Sweden, and Ruffia, and by Great Britain.
But let us enquire into the fituation, and what will be termed, by
thofe to whom it relates, the natural right of another great divifion
of the civilized world. In this they will comprehend the whole
of the coaft within the Straits of Gibraltar, including part of France
and Spain, the States of Italy, Auftria, Turkey, and Ruffia; an ex-
tent, and population, far exceeding the northern divifion already
mentioned. It will be argued that the Levant trade, or that be-
tween the eaft and the weft by the medium of Egypt and Syria, is
the natural right of thofe countries connected with the Mediter-
ranean and Black Scas; that the wants of fo large a portion of
mankind are to be attended to, and that feventy millions of inha-
bitants fhould not depend folely on the exertions of other people,
while they poflefs within themfelves the means of commerce.”—
‘Thefe ideds are certainly alluring ; and the publicity of fuch opinions,
induftrioufly propagated, has, it may be {uppofed, confiderably in-

fluenced the minds of men.

The opinions of mankind are to be combated only by opinions, and
arc not to be overcome by brutal force. On topics of a general
nature, which are daily brought under confideration, and in which
the rights of nations may be involved, or in regard to queftions
svhich may be agitated by foreign writers, we muft compare,

and
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and weigh one affertion againft another, and repel invidious attacks
by an expofition of the fallacy of our opponents. We muft oppofe
one pofition to another, fentiment to fentiment, volumec to volume.
The poifon contained in publications, which are carefully circulated
all over the continent, by the medium of Paris, Hamburgh, Leipfic,
Frankfort, Berlin, and Amfterdam, thould be extraed by counter
exhibitions, tranflated into the different languages of Europe. This
is a fubject deferving the attention of Government, and daily becom-
ing of greater confequence in the political {yftem of nations. By
thefe means the bad effelts of infidious reprefentation would fre-
quently be obviated, the feeds of jealoufy be deftroyed, and the evil

difpofition of defigning men be completely overthrown.

But as we cannot look forward with every carc and attention, on
our part, to a continual feries of fuccefs, it is proper to examine into
facts and circumftances, as they may appear either applicable to this
country, to thofe nations with whom we are immediately con-
neéted, or to others who may have views inimical to our own.
Truth is to be obtained by comparifon: The experience of peft
ages throws a light on fimilar occurrences, which are conftantly
pafling before our eyes, and fairly may be prefumed to indicate what
may hereafter happen from a fimilitude of exifting circumftances

with thofe which have already taken place.

In this commercial age, the accumulation of money has entirely
changed the fyftem of affairs. It 1s, in falt, become not more effen-
tial to the comfort and enjoyment of individuals, than it is to the
political powers and independence of nations. In periods more

d rcmote,
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remote, the fpeculations of mankind gave way to a more animated
paffion. Empires, in the early ages, reared by the alliances of tribes,
were upheld by martial virtue and the energies of the human race.
The Affyrian, the Grecian, and the Roman empires, were not
commercial, but military and agricultural: neither were the vaft
eftablithment of the Caliphs, of Jenghis Caun, Tamerlane, or that
of the Turks, founded on any other than the law of arms, fupported
by conqueft and the fpoils of their neighbours. Intercourfe with com-
mercial people, then confined to fmall ftates only, foftened the man-
ners of mankind, and in the courfe of time drew them afide from
military enterprizes. Luxury, the concomitant of riches and of trade,

at length crept in, and difmembered the greateft empires of antiquity.

The Romans, a military republic, annihilated the commercial city
of Carthage, becaufe they defired a participation of that commerce,
which at Iaft ended in their own deftru&ion. The ifland of Sicily,
the granary of the Mediterranean, in the poffeffion of the Carthage-
nians, attracted the avarice of the Romans, the firft nation in the
world; they fucceeded in expelling the Carthagenians, and in ruin-
ing their trade: but, when imperial Rome became commercial,
the Romans were themfelves affailed by the more vigorous hordes
from the Euxine and the Danube *, whofe reiterated attacks they
were unable to oppofe. The introduction of refinement and luxury,
acting on the morals of the Roman people, proved fatal, and
brought on by flow degrees the ruin of the empire. Thefe, and

* The invafion of the Cimbri, a northern people inhabiting Scandinavia, firft fhook
the foundation of the Roman empire, by proving their legions not invincible: they fwept
off five confular armies, till in the end they were themfelves almolt totally deftroyed by
the army of Marius.

fimilar
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