
History
The books reissued in this series include accounts of historical events and movements by eye-
witnesses and contemporaries, as well as landmark studies that assembled significant source 
materials or developed new historiographical methods. The series includes work in social, 
political and military history on a wide range of periods and regions, giving modern scholars 
ready access to influential publications of the past.

The British Mariner’s Directory and Guide 
to the Trade and Navigation of the Indian and China Seas

Henry Mathias Elmore (about whom little is known) was a sailor in the Royal Navy who quit 
in 1783 and set out for Calcutta to be involved with the East India Company’s growing trade. 
Elmore worked as a commander on its ships, and he decided to write this account of sailing to 
and within the East, which was published in 1802, in order to share his navigational knowledge 
and to correct earlier inaccuracies. Although much of the work consists of specific, technical 
directions for piloting ships around Asia, Elmore’s instructions give a vivid picture of the 
complexities of nineteenth-century navigation and the tribulations of sailing during this time. 
Some of the voyages he describes include sailing around the Indonesian islands and to the 
Malay coast, and how to reach China from Calcutta. Elmore also includes notes about locations 
of valuable commodities, such as spices, tea or gold, available for trade.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles 
from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars 
and students but could not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The 
Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still 
of importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, 
or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library and 
other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge 
University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing House to 
capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a 
consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which 
the Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that 
the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can 
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value 
(including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range 
of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in science and technology. 
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This edition first published 1802
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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