
East and South-East Asian History
This series focuses on East and South-East Asia from the early modern 
period to the end of the Victorian era. It includes contemporary accounts 
of European encounters with the civilisations of China, Japan and South-
East Asia from the time of the Jesuit missions and the East India companies 
to the Chinese revolution of 1911.

Address to the People of Great Britain, 
Explanatory of Our 

Commercial Relations with the Empire of China
This anonymous work, sometimes attributed to G.J. Gordon, a researcher 
into tea cultivation, was published in 1836 after the East India Company’s 
loss of its monopoly on trade two years earlier had opened up the market 
to private individuals. The pamphlet is aimed at a popular readership and 
feeds national anxiety about the British government’s weak stance towards 
China and potential trade. It outlines the history and characteristics of 
the country and its society, and the reasons why previously stifled trade 
should now flourish. Based on first-hand knowledge, the work is observant 
and insightful, yet zealous and inflammatory in its tone. Convinced that 
British goods are equal or superior to Chinese products, the author exhorts 
the British government to take a firm hand and demand the respect of the 
Chinese people and their ‘insolent’ rulers in order to tap into the potentially 
huge free-trade market.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-04556-8 - Address to the People of Great Britain, Explanatory of Our
Commercial Relations with the Empire of China
Anonymous
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108045568
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Address to the People 
of Great Britain,
Explanatory of Our 

Commercial Relations 
with the Empire of China

 Anonymous

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-04556-8 - Address to the People of Great Britain, Explanatory of Our
Commercial Relations with the Empire of China
Anonymous
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108045568
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CAMBRID GE UNIVERSIT Y PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, 
Singapore, São Paolo, Delhi, Mexico City

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108045568

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2013

This edition first published 1836
This digitally printed version 2013

ISBN 978-1-108-04556-8 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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