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LETTER XVIIL

Fourney from Cracow to Warfaw.—Appearance
of that capital.—Want of police and regulations.
—The Viftula.—Praga.—Signs of decay and
ryin.—fews.~—Reflections on the flate of Po-
land.

Warsaw, [Fune 28, 1778.

O tra& of country in Europe can

offer fewer obje&ts of information,
curiofity, or amufement, in the common
acceptation of the terms, than that which
extends from the gates of Cracow to the
fuburbs of Warfaw, a diftance of at leaft
two hundred miles through the central
provinces of Poland. It may however
be juftly faid, that the appearance of the
VOL. Il B country
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2 MEMOIRS OF THE

country itfelf, the afpet of its inhabitants,
and the face of every individual, excite re-
flexions, which if not pleafing, arc never-
thelefs important. In the midft of a foil
naturally rich and fertile, they are in want
of common neceflaries. 1 could fcarcely
procure bread in any of the wretched poft-
houfes at which I ftopped, except of a
kind fo black, four, and execrable, as not
to be eaten. Inns there are none which
merit the name : but the Jews, who form the
majority of thepeoplein the villages, feem
to keep alive the little fubfifting induftry.
The Poles, among whom depopulation,
oppreffion, and mifery, appear under every
poffible fhape, manifeft in their looks and
whole appearance the utmoft poverty: even
the churches are compofed of wood, and
the hovels of the peafants are of the fame
materials. I fcarcely faw a nobleman’s or
gentleman’shoufe of any kind; and the roads
are either left in their natural ftate, or are
made, where the ground is marfthy, by fir
trees laid acrofs them clofe to each other,

as
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COURT OF BERLIN, e€tC. 3

as in Ruffia. The very water is moftly
unwholefome and ftagnant. It muft however
be admitted that the pofts are tolerably well
ferved; and though the horfes are {mall
and weak, yet as numbers fupply the de-
fe& of ftrength, a traveller cannot reafon-
ably complain of the want of expedition.
As I drew near Warfaw, I faw no marks
of opulence, cultivation, or luxury, fuch
as ufually befpeak the approach toa capital.
A wide open plain, interfperfed with little
woods of fir or birch, and equally deftitute
of natural as well as artificial beauty, ex-

tends quite to the entrance of the city.
This metropolis itfelf feems to me, like
the Republic of which it is the head, to
unite the extremes of civilization and of
barbarifm, of magnificence and wretched-
nefs, of {plendor and mifery; but, unlike
all other great cities of Europe, thefe ex-
tremes are not foftened, approximated, and
blended by any intermediate gradations.
The middle orders of men, who every
where elfe form the moft numerous clafs
B 2 of
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of citizens, the moft ufeful, and the moft
induftrious, appear hardly to have any
exiftence here. Palaces and fheds, the
manfions of the great, and the cottages of
the poor, compofe exclufively the larger
portion of Warfaw. It is like an aflem-

blage of nobles and flaves, of lords and
vaflals, {fuch as the darknefs of the middle
ages when feudal tyranny prevailed uni-
verfally, might have exhibited ; but which,
happily for mankind, is now no where to
be feen except in Poland. Even Con-
ftantinople isin this refpet far lefs barba-
rous; and the genius of theOttoman govern-
ment is more favourable to commerce, inge-
nuity, and the arts that humanize {ociety,
than the city from which I am now writ-
ing. The defpotifm of one man, however
pernicious, is yet lefs deftrutive than the
tyranny of a thoufand petty defpots; and the
Turks, though fallen from their antient
fplendor, do not prefent a picture of na-
tional degradation or humiliation, fuch as

the Poles at prefent offer to the world.
As
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As I walk through the ftreets of War-
faw, I continually imagine myfelf in fome
fcattered and half ruined village. All the
municipal defe&ts of Cracow exift here in
a greater degree. I am no longer fur-
prifed that a King, in his own carriage,
furrounded by guards and attendants,
could be feized and carried off in the midft
of his capital, as was Staniflaus fcarcely
feven years ago. In a city where there
are no lamps in winter, and no precautions
taken for general {fecurity, any defperate
banditti, prote¢ted by the night, may
commit the moft atrocious crimes. Iam
not amazed to hear Mr. Wroughton, the
Englith Minifter, fay, that he has feen
Prince Radzivil, one of the greateft Polifh
noblemen, when coming to court in his
own coach drawn by the fineft fet of horfes
in the kingdom, fo completely ftuck faft in
the mire ata hundred yards from theRoyal
Palace, as to make it neceflary for him
to be taken out, and carried thither in the
arms of his fervants. At the clofe of the

B3 late
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late reign, in 1763, Warfaw was almoft
wholly unpaved. Even at prefent, and in
this feafon of the year, after violent rain,
many of the ftreets are totally impaffable
on foot, and nearly fo on horfeback, or
in a carriage. The buildings are fo irre-
gular, fcattered, and disjoined, that great
fpaces remain unoccupied, and even un-
levelled, in the moft frequented parts of
the metropolis. In front of Staniflaus’s
palace, fo indecently neglefted are the
fewers, that the fmell is peftilential. A
nation tco indolent to remedy fuch nui-
fances, or {fo accuftomed to them as not to
perceive how incompatible they are with
fafety, comfort, and falubrity, {feems not
far removed from barbarifm: yet, by a
fingular contradi®tion, Warfaw prefents
under other afpeis all the refinement of
Paris, the arts of Florence, and the fplen-
dor of Peter{fburgh.

The Viftula, though confiderably broader
than the Thames at Windfor, wants beauty,
depth, and every artificial aid or improve-

ment,
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ment. Its fides are in general low and
fandy; its channel obftruted bybanks which
continually fhift; and the colour of its
waters is thick and muddy, like thofc of the
Tyber. The Poles feem fcarcely to be con-
fcious that it is navigable; and it is rare
to fee upon it a veflel of any kind. A bridge
of boats laid acrofs the ftream, conduis
to Praga, a town or {fuburb on the eaftern
fide. Praga is a wretched colleGtion of
cottages or huts, built of wood, and fcat-
tered irregularly in the fand without order
or plan; fuch as Tartars, and only Tar-
tars, would conftruét or inhabit. Yet this
is the principal obje& f{cen from the win-
dows of the royal palace, which ftands on
the oppofite bank. It is large, but can-
not be efteemed a regular, or a magnificent
edifice. The two laft Kings, Auguftus
the Second and Third, not chufing to in-
habit it, ere&ted another, in which when
at Warfaw they commonly refided and
held their court, ftill denominated from
them, * the Saxon Palace.” Hardly a

B 4 {ingle
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fingle public monument of art, tafte, or
devotion, exifts in this metropolis. The very
churches and palaces are unfinithed, or
falling to decay. Among the latter are
many which want inhabitants ; not more
than a fourth part of the great families who
refided here at the death of Auguftus the
Third, being now in a_ftate to maintain their
dignity. Prince Radzivil's palace, one of
the moft fuperb, is converted into a play-
houfe. Such is the wretched ftate of the
capital of Poland ; a country which previ-
ous to the late difmemberment, was larger
than the nine Circles of the German Em-
pire.

The people accord in their appearance
too well with the afpe& of every thing
around them. I never beheld fo many
objects of horror or compaflion, as prefent
themfelves in the ftreets: many of thefe
arc a difgrace to humanity, as well as a re-
proach to thenationalpolice. Warfawislike-
wife crowded with Jews, who form a confi-
derable proportion of the inhabitants. They

wear
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wear a diftinguithing drefs,and derive avery
precarious {ubfiftence from the arts of frau-
dulent commerce, moft of them being ex-
tremely poor. From time to time they
are plundered, exiled, imprifoned, and
maflacred: yet, under fuch accumulated
vexations, they continually multiply, and
are here found in far greater numbers than
even at Amfterdam.

After this difgufting defcription of War-
faw, you will be aftonithed when T add, that
notwithftanding the picture of public mifery
which it difplays,] am highly pleafed with it
as a temporary refidence. Many circum-
ftances conducetorendertheplace more than
ordinarily agreeable to a ftranger. TheKing
is, of all the Princes whom I have ever feen,
the moft acceflible, eafy, pleafing, and even
captivating in his manners, I have been
in his fociety; and I am not furprifed, when
I confider his perfon and addrefs, at the
partiality of Catharine for Count Ponia-
towfki. The Polith nobility of both fexes,
whatever may be their effential defects

of
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of character, want none of the exterior
graces of deportment. In the palaces of
the Oginfkis, Czartorifkis, and numerous
others, is flill to be found every difplay of
refinement, hofpitality, and magnificence.
Many of the great families continue to live
in a fiyle almoft royal, amidft the ruins of
their expiring country. In no court or
capital of Europe are to be found men
more accomplithed, nor women more beau-
tiful, polifhed, and agreeable. As an En-
glithman, I have the greateft perfonal ob-
ligations to Mr. Wroughton, his Majefty’s
Minifter, who has rendered my ftay here
at once delightful and informing. His long
refidence in Poland; his intimate acquaint-
ance, or rather friendfhip with the King,
both before and fince his elevation to the
throne; his perfe&@ knowledge of this
country, whofe decline and partition he has
witnefled ; the variety of curious and in-
tercfting anecdotes with which his conver-
fation abounds; thefe circumftances, added
to numerous proofs of his regard, have

7 in
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