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Books of enduring scholarly value

Literary Studies

This series provides a high-quality selection of early printings of literary
works, textual editions, anthologies and literary criticism which are of
lasting scholarly interest. Ranging from Old English to Shakespeare to early
twentieth-century work from around the world, these books offer a valuable
resource for scholars in reception history, textual editing, and literary studies.

Thomas Carlyle

Moncure Daniel Conway (1832-1907), the son of a Virginian plantation-
owner, became a Unitarian minister but his anti-slavery views made him
controversial. He later became a freethinker, and following the outbreak of
the Civil War, which deeply divided his own family, he left the United States
for England in 1863. He gained a reputation as the ‘least orthodox preacher in
London;, and was acquainted with many figures in the literary and scientific
world, including Charles Dickens and Charles Darwin. This memoir of
Thomas Carlyle, another friend, was published in 1881 soon after Carlyles
death. Carlyle had not wanted to be the subject of a biography, and reluctantly
authorised J. A. Froude to write one, but Conway rushed into print this
somewhat hagiographical account because he was concerned, with reason,
about the damage Froude’s frank biography (published in 1882-4 and also
reissued in this series) might do to Carlyle’s reputation.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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From a Photograpk by Elliott & Fry.
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Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1881, by
HarpEr & BROTHERS,

In the Office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington.

Al rights reserved.
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PREFACE.

Eaxry in the year 1863, when I first visited Eng-
land, Emerson gave me a letter of introduction to
Thomas Carlyle, which at once secured for me a gra-
cious reception and kindly entertainment from the
author and his wife at Chelsea. It was their custom
to receive their friends in the evening, and I was
invited to join their circle as often as it might be
convenient to me. As time went on, this evening
circle at Carlyle’s became smaller, and many a time
I was the only guest present. I was also invited by
Carlyle to share his walks, after he had given up the
horseback exercise he used to take. These afternoon
walks were long, generally through Kensington Gar-
dens, Hyde Park, and even into Piccadilly. I was
careful never to interrupt his hours of literary labor,
and always to obey Mrs. Carlyle’s kindly intimations
as to his habits and exigencies. My relations with
the memorable home at Chelsea were always, and to
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vi PREFACE.

the last, very pleasant, never marred by any incident
or word to be thought of now with regret.

This little book which I now send out to the world
was veritably written by Carlyle himself. However
inadequately transcribed and conveyed, these pages
do faithfully follow impressions made by his own
word and spirit upon my mind during an intercourse
of many years. Nothing has been imported into
them from other publications which have appeared
since his death. The letters of Carlyle, and that
charming one written by Emerson just after his first
visit to him which is added to them, have been in-
trusted to me by my friend Alexander Ireland—au-
thor of an excellent bibliographical work on the
writings of Hazlitt, Lamb, and Leigh Hunt — the
valued friend of both Carlyle and Emerson. The
suppressions indicated in those letters are of matters
properly private — as, indeed, are various withheld
notes of my own—and not things omitted with any
theoretical purpose.

I have written out my notes and my memories
with the man still vividly before me, and, as it were,
still speaking; and, I must venture to add, it is a
man I can by no means identify with any image that
can be built up out of his “ Reminiscences.” I
do not wish to idealize Carlyle, but cannot admit
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PREFACE. vii

that the outcries of a broken heart should be ac-
cepted as the man’s true voice, or that measurements
of men and memories as seen through burning tears
should be recorded as characteristic of his heart or
judgment. This sketch of mine is written and pub-
lished in loyalty to the memory of those two at
Chelsea whom, amid whatever differences of con-
viction, I honored and loved.
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