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PREFACE

N the present study I have tried to express certain general
ideas, which have gradually disengaged themselves in my
mind, in the course of a lifetime’s concern with the morpho-

logy of flowering plants, both as it is understood to-day, and
in its historical development from the time of Aristotle onwards.
I began by thinking of this subject quite simply as a branch of
natural science, but I have come finally to feel that it reaches
its fullest reality in the region of natural philosophy, where it
converges upon metaphysics, to which it brings its own, dis-
tinctively visual, contribution. In this book I have made a
tentative and provisional attempt to review the relations of parts
in the flowering plants in the light of those more universal, and
also more stringent, modes of thought, which are characteristic
of philosophy rather than of biology. There are indications that,
when morphology is subjected to this discipline, its content may
be unified by the synthesis of various theories that are, from
the standpoint of analytical science, irreconcilable. The thread
running through the following pages is thus a belief in the vital
necessity of a linkage between morphological and philosophic
thought.

This small treatise is the upshot of so many years that a
catalogue raisonné of those to whom I have owed practical help
or intellectual stimulus would expand this preface into an
autobiography; so I must content myself with recording how
deeply beholden I am to the generous comradeship of fellow-
workers, above all when this has taken the form of enlighten-
ing criticism.

To my daughter, Muriel, I dedicate this book, in the con-
sciousness of its having come into being on the background of
our unending talks about “why things are, and that sort of
thing”™”.

AGNES ARBER

CAMBRIDGE
19 December 1949

vil
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