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General Todleben’s History
of the Defence of Sebastopol, 1854-5

The journalist William Howard Russell (1820-1907) is sometimes regarded
as being the first war correspondent, and his reports from the conflict in
the Crimea are also credited with being a cause of reforms made to the
British military system. This 1865 book began as a review in The Times

of the five-volume work of General Eduard Todleben (or Totleben), the
military engineer and Russian Army General, whose work in creating and
continually adapting the land defences of Sevastopol in 1854-5 made him a
hero and enabled the fortress to hold out against British bombardment for a
whole year. Russell added extracts from the original book to his review, and
enlarged his commentary on the Russian text, producing a thorough and
accurate synthesis, but always highlighting the central importance of the
Russian work to any student of the history of the Sevastopol siege.
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PREFACE.

As the extraordinary number, size, and consequent cost-
liness of the maps with which General de Todleben’s
History of the Drrence or Sesastoron is accom-
panied, interpose considerable difficulty in the way of
producing the work in English, I have been requested
to republish the account of the book which appeared
in ¢ The Times.” By the permission of the Proprietors
I now do so. In order to complete the description
of the battles of the Alma, of Balaklava, and of
Inkerman, and of the principal events treated of in
the first volume, I have added some extracts from the

Russian narrative, which would have swelled the
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vi PREFACE.

Review far beyond the limits of even the columns of
¢The Times.” I am not without hopes of seeing the
whole of the work, which has been imperially brought
out by the Russian Government, translated into our
tongue in its entirety ; but private enterprise stands
appalled at an outlay which would need an imperial
purse to bear, as the demand for such a publication at
the present day would necessarily be limited. Mean-
time, the actual substance of the Russian account is
laid before my readers in the following pages. In
the Review, I sought to give an idea of what our
Author said, rather than to criticise his statements or
to controvert his facts. I have been led to add a few
comments in the present volume to the matter which
appeared in the first instance without note or remark,
because I considered it expedient to correct assertions
which I knew to be erroneous or unjust, as regarded
our portion of the Allied armies. I may be pardoned
for drawing attention to the remarkable corroboration
afforded to the statements of those anonymous and

somewhat discredited correspondents who described
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PREFACE. vii

the events of the famous campaign in the Crimea as
they occurred at the time, by the matured history
of the siege which has been prepared by the illustrious
defender of Sebastopol.

W. H. RUSSELL.

Temple, December, 1864.
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