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History

The books reissued in this series include accounts of historical events and
movements by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, as well as landmark
studies that assembled significant source materials or developed new
historiographical methods. The series includes work in social, political and
military history on a wide range of periods and regions, giving modern
scholars ready access to influential publications of the past.

A Gardener’s Year

H. Rider Haggard (1856-1925) is best known as the successful writer of
adventure stories with exotic backgrounds such as King Solomon’s Mines.
However, he also served on a number of royal commissions, and in managing
his wife’s Norfolk estate became a recognised expert on agricultural matters.
His A Farmer’s Year (1898, also reissued in this series), recounts the work of
the farm, together with observations on rural life and the state of agriculture
in general. In 1905 he published this work, a diary of his garden in 1903. After
an introductory chapter (with a plan) describing the the garden, orchard and
glasshouses, and the staff he employed, the diary begins, relating the tasks and
experiences of the year, from spraying against red spider mite in January to
decorating the house with greenery on Christmas Eve. This beautifully written
book reveals the horticultural taste and practice of the Edwardian era.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1905
This digitally printed version 2012

ISBN 978-1-108-04445-5 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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“1 list not seeke the common colours of antiquitie; when not-
withstanding the world can brag of no more ancient monument than
Paradise and the Garden of Eden; and the fruits of the earth may
contend for seignoritie, seeing their mother was the first creature that
conceived, and they themselves the first fruit she brought foorth.
Talke of perfect happinesse or pleasure, and what place was so fit
for that, as the garden place, where Adam was set to be the Her-
barist? Whither did the poets hunt for their syncere delights, but
into the gardens of Alcinous, of Adonis and the orchards of Hes-
perides? Where did they dreame that heaven should be, but in the
pleasant garden of Elysium? Whither do all men walke for their
honest recreation, but thither where the earth hath most beneficially
painted her face with flourishing colours? And what season of the
yeere more longed for than the Spring, whose gentle breath inticeth
foorth the kindly sweetes, and makes them yeeld their fragrant
smells?”

GERARDE'S HERBALL,
¢ From my house in Holborn, Dec. 1st, 1597.”

““We wreathe our dead with flowers : they are the best which we
can offer them, to whom the gold and frankincense and myrrh of this
world have no longer any meaning. Flowers, we believe, strew the
path they tread; flowers undreamed of droop from the trees that
wave above them in the fields which they have won. To our imagin-
ing, the heaven we hope for is a land of flowers. At least, we are told
that the lost Eden of our race was a garden. Gethsemane also was a
garden, and, if he will but read them, to each human soul as he wanders
through life’s Gethsemane such flowers as blow in it have a message.
Should any doubt, let him visit a children’s Hospital and see how
the sufferers there turn their pale faces to the flowers as the flowers
turn their faces to the sun. I remember writing, I know not where,
that even in a flower there dwells some shadow of the glory of its
Maker. This I believe, and so I say, ¢ Good luck to those who con-
jure such shadows to the earth; good luck to the gardener and good
luck to his gardening ;’ for he does something to brighten this grey,
ungracious world.”

H. R. H.—One and AUl Gardening, 1899.
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I DEDICATE

THESE MODEST BUT, AS I TRUST,
NOT UNINSTRUCTIVE PAGES

TO

MY FRIEND AND FELLOW-GARDENER

MRS. ROBERT MANN

DITCHINGHAM,
16¢h Awugust 1904
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Enlargement of portion of
New Kitchen-garden etc.

To Norwich —

KEY TO MAP OF GARDEN

1 Shrubbery

2 Old Lawn

3 Bank with Yew Fence on
top

4 Flower-garden with orna-
mental beds

4a Open Flower-border

5 Tennis Lawn

5e New addition

50 Grass

6 Sunk Walk

7 Elm-tree Garden with old
Yew Fence

8 Old Potting-shed, &c., now

converted into Mush-
room-house, &c.
9 Greenhouses

10 Cold Orchid-house

11 Flower Bed

12 Old Vinery-border

13 Boiler and old Mushroom-
houses (now Potting-
shed)

14 Pits

15 Warm Orchid-house

16 Cool Orchid-house

17 New Kitchen Garden

18 Intermediate-house

19 Peach-house

20 Fig and Tomato-house
21 Old Dog-kennel

22 Old Kitchen Garden

23 Pond recently enlarged
24 Stable Garden

25 Rubbish Yard

26 Shrubbery with Dog-kennel
27 Water Garden

27a¢ New Pond Border

28 Cottages with Shrubbery
29 Orchard

Garden Paths
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