
Spiritualism and Esoteric Knowledge
Magic, superstition, the occult sciences and esoteric knowledge appear 
regularly in the history of ideas alongside more established academic 
disciplines such as philosophy, natural history and theology. Particularly 
fascinating are periods of rapid scientific advances such as the Renaissance 
or the nineteenth century which also see a burgeoning of interest in the 
paranormal among the educated elite. This series provides primary texts 
and secondary sources for social historians and cultural anthropologists 
working in these areas, and all who wish for a wider understanding of the 
diverse intellectual and spiritual movements that formed a backdrop to 
the academic and political achievements of their day. It ranges from works 
on Babylonian and Jewish magic in the ancient world, through studies of 
sixteenth-century topics such as Cornelius Agrippa and the rapid spread 
of Rosicrucianism, to nineteenth-century publications by Sir Walter Scott 
and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Subjects include astrology, mesmerism, 
spiritualism, theosophy, clairvoyance, and ghost-seeing, as described both 
by their adherents and by sceptics.

The Book of Wonderful Characters
Printmaker James Caulfield (1764–1826) spent much of his career 
publishing illustrated books about ‘remarkable persons’. He began his first 
series around 1788 and continued it sporadically from 1790 to 1795, with 
books on a similar theme continuing to appear in the first decades of the 
nineteenth century. More than forty years after his death, this collection of 
biographies (produced in collaboration with Henry Wilson (fl. 1820–30)) 
was republished in 1869. The edition’s introduction explains that the 
renewed interest in these characters comes from the fact that ‘we have 
nearly lost all, and are daily losing what little remains of, our individuality’. 
The vignettes, accompanied by engravings of each individual, describe a 
wide-ranging group – from the man who died aged 152 to a ‘remarkable 
glutton’, and a woman who lived on the smell of flowers – their only 
common factor being that they were in some way ‘wonderful’.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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