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Books of enduring scholarly value

Spiritualism and Esoteric Knowledge

Magic, superstition, the occult sciences and esoteric knowledge appear
regularly in the history of ideas alongside more established academic
disciplines such as philosophy, natural history and theology. Particularly
fascinating are periods of rapid scientific advances such as the Renaissance
or the nineteenth century which also see a burgeoning of interest in the
paranormal among the educated elite. This series provides primary texts
and secondary sources for social historians and cultural anthropologists
working in these areas, and all who wish for a wider understanding of the
diverse intellectual and spiritual movements that formed a backdrop to
the academic and political achievements of their day. It ranges from works
on Babylonian and Jewish magic in the ancient world, through studies of
sixteenth-century topics such as Cornelius Agrippa and the rapid spread
of Rosicrucianism, to nineteenth-century publications by Sir Walter Scott
and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Subjects include astrology, mesmerism,
spiritualism, theosophy, clairvoyance, and ghost-seeing, as described both
by their adherents and by sceptics.

The Humbugs of the World

Ebenezer Scrooge’s cry of ‘Humbug!” is well known throughout the
English-speaking world. But what did he mean? In this entertaining book,
PT. Barnum (1810-91) defines ‘humbug’ as ‘glittering appearances by

which to suddenly arrest public attention, and attract the public eye and

ear. A showman himself and the creator of “The Greatest Show on Earth),
Barnum was famous for his own tricks, and describes here some of the most
fascinating and outrageous examples perpetrated in his time. He explores

the cases of Mr Warren, who wrote an advertisement in enormous letters

on the pyramids of Giza, and the Fox daughters, who caused a stir among
spiritualists in New York when they held seances with tapping spirits — in fact
their own cracking knee joints. First published in 1866, this tour of Victorian
humbug, fraud, superstition and quackery will appeal to social historians and
readers interested in nineteenth-century popular culture.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1866
This digitally printed version 2012

ISBN 978-1-108-04435-6 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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ONCE met a man, who made nerve and bone all-

healing salve; he was an enterprising kind of
fellow, so he thought he would experiment a little
with it. . He first cut off his dog’s tail, and applied
some to the stump—a new tail grew out immediately.
He then applied some to the piece of the tail which
he cut off, and a new dog grew out. He did not

know which dog was which.

Old Traveller's Story.
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THE

Humbugs of the World.

BY

P. T. BARNUM.

“ Omne ignotum pro mirifico.”—* Wonderful, because mysterious.”

LONDON :
JOHN CAMDEN HOTTEN, PICCADILLY.

1866.
[ AUl rights reserved. |
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PUBLISHER'S NOTE.

Mgr. BArNUM’s whole career has been a very transparent
one. He has never befooled the public to its injury,
and, though his name has come to be looked upon asa
synonym for humbuggery, there never was a public
man who was less of one.

After the burning of the Museum, and his temporary
retivement from New York, a public journal thus spoke
of him :-—¢ The hearty good wishes of many good men
and the sympathies of the community in which he has
lived, go with him, and the public he has so long
amused, but never abused, will be ready to sustain
him whenever he makes another appeal to them.”

Mr. Barnum is a very good sort of representative
Yankee. When crowds of traders and manufacturers
in Liverpool, Manchester, and London, flocked to hear
his lectures on the art of making money, they expected
to hear from him some very smart recipes for knavery ;
but they were as much astonished as they were edified
to learn that the only secret he had to tell them was to
be honest, and not to expect something for nothing,

Those who look upon Barnum as a mere charlatan,
have really no knowledge of him. It would be easy

b
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vi Publisher’s Note.

to demonstrate that the qualities that have placed
him in his present position of notoriety and affluence
would, in another pursuit, have raised him to far
greater eminence. In his breadth of views, his pro-
found knowledge of mankind, his courage under
reverses, his indomitable perseverance, his ready elo-
quence, and his admirable business tact, may be recog-
nised the elements that are conducive to success in
most other pursuits.
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INTRODUCTION.

Ix the “ Autobiography of P. T. Barnum,” pub-
lished in 1855, I partly promised to write a book which
should expose several of the chief humbugs of the
world. The invitation of some friends induced me to
write a series of articles, in which I very naturally
took up the subject in question. This book is a re-
vision and re-arrangement of a portion of those
articles, If T should find that I have met a popular
demand, I shall in due time put forth a second volume.
There is not the least danger of a dearth of materials.

I once travelled through the Southern States in
company with a magician. The first day in each town
he astonished his auditors with his deceptions. He
then announced that on the following day he would
show how each trick was performed, and how every
man might thus become his own magician. The exposé
spoiled the legerdemain market, on that particular
route, for several years. So, if we could have a full
exposure of “the tricks of trade” of all sorts, of hum-
bugs and deceivers of past times, religious, political,
financial, scientific, quackish, and so forth, we might
perhaps look for a somewhat wiser generation to follow
us. I shall be well satisfied if I can do something
towards so good a purpose.

P. T. Barrum.
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