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Spiritualism and Esoteric Knowledge

Magic, superstition, the occult sciences and esoteric knowledge appear
regularly in the history of ideas alongside more established academic
disciplines such as philosophy, natural history and theology. Particularly
fascinating are periods of rapid scientific advances such as the Renaissance
or the nineteenth century which also see a burgeoning of interest in the
paranormal among the educated elite. This series provides primary texts
and secondary sources for social historians and cultural anthropologists
working in these areas, and all who wish for a wider understanding of the
diverse intellectual and spiritual movements that formed a backdrop to
the academic and political achievements of their day. It ranges from works
on Babylonian and Jewish magic in the ancient world, through studies of
sixteenth-century topics such as Cornelius Agrippa and the rapid spread
of Rosicrucianism, to nineteenth-century publications by Sir Walter Scott
and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Subjects include astrology, mesmerism,
spiritualism, theosophy, clairvoyance, and ghost-seeing, as described both
by their adherents and by sceptics.

Researches in the Phenomena of Spiritualism

Published in 1874, this collection of reports by the chemist and scientific
journalist Sir William Crookes (1832-1919) describes his controversial
research into psychic forces. In 1870, Crookes decided that science had

a duty to study preternatural phenomena associated with spiritualism,
and he spent the next four years carrying out experiments which tested
famous mediums including D. D. Home, Kate Fox and Florence Cook.
This fascinating work describes Crookes” witnessing of the movement of
bodies at a distance, rappings, changes in the weights of bodies, levitation
of individuals and automatic writing. Although he was strongly criticised
by his contemporaries, Crookes would not be deterred from his psychical
research, demonstrating that he thought all natural phenomena worthy
of scientific investigation. A great experimentalist, Crookes refused to

be bound by tradition and convention, and his story reveals one of the
important episodes in the history of the spiritualist movement.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of

out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books

that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted

economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection

extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to

researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as

landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University

Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts

in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art

scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each

book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,

crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the

Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology

ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for

single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring

scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other

publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social

sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1874
This digitally printed version 2012

ISBN 978-1-108-04413-4 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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PHENOMENA OF SPIRITUALISH,

By WILLIAM CROOKES, F.R.S, &c.

PART T.

SPIRITUALISM VIEWED BY THE LIGHT OF
MODERN SCIENCE, AND EXPERIMENTAL
INVESTIGATIONS ON PSYCHIC FORCE,

WITH 16 ILLUSTRATIONS AND DIAGRAMS.

PRICE ONE SHILLING.

LONDON:
% J. BURNS, 153 SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.C.
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H. NISBET, PRINTER, 219 GEORGE STREET, GLASGOW.
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REPRINTED FROM THE QUARTERLY FOURNAL OF SCIENCE.

RESEARCHES

IN THE

PHENOMENA OF SPIRITUALISM.
By WILLIAM CROOKES, F.R.S,, &c.
In One Volume, Handsome Cloth, price 5s.

This Work s also Published in Three Parts, price One
Shilling eack.

Part L
SPIRITUALISM
VIEWED BY THE LIGHT OF MODERN SCIENCE,

AND
EXPERIMENTAL INVESTIGATIONS ON PSYCHIC FORCE,

With 16 Hllustrations and Diagrams. Price 1s.

Part 1L
PSYCHIC FORCE AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM,
A REPLY TO THE Quarterly Review AND OTHER CRITICS,

To which is added Correspondence upon Dr. Carpenter’s Asserted
Refutation of the Author’s Experimental Proof of the Existence
of a hitherto Undetected Force.

With Two Hlustrations. DPrice 1s.

ParT III.
NOTES OF AN INQUIRY-

INTO THE

PHENOMENA CALLED SPIRITUAL,
DURING THE YEARS 1870-73.

To which are added Three Letters, entitled * Miss Florence Cook’s
Mediumship,” “ Spirit-Forms,” and “ The Last of Katie King;
the Photographing of Katie King by the aid of the Electric Light.”

Price 1s.

LONDON:
J. BURNS, 15 SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HOLBORN, W.C.
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