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Books of enduring scholarly value

Literary Studies

This series provides a high-quality selection of early printings of literary
works, textual editions, anthologies and literary criticism which are of
lasting scholarly interest. Ranging from Old English to Shakespeare to early
twentieth-century work from around the world, these books offer a valuable
resource for scholars in reception history, textual editing, and literary studies.

Memories and Adventures

Known as ‘the great northern diver’ to his crewmates, Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle (1859-1930) fell into the Arctic Ocean on three occasions during his
voyage as doctor on a whaler, before becoming part of the harpooning crew.
This adventure sets the scene for the remarkable variety of his later life. In his
autobiography, first published in 1923, he details everything from that first
voyage to his literary success, his collaboration with playwright J. M. Barrie
(whose Sherlock Holmes parody is included), and his involvement in the
setting up of volunteer groups during the First World War. He describes how
the methods of Sherlock Holmes helped him solve several real-life mysteries
and, in a touching counterpoint to this scientific approach, closes with a
chapter on his belief in spiritualism. Characteristically astute and entertaining,
this book will appeal to students of early twentieth-century history, Holmes
fans and the curious general reader alike.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1924
This digitally printed version 2012

ISBN 978-1-108-04404-2 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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Frontispiece] [Nelson Evans, Los Angeles.

ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE.
(TAKEN IN AMERICA, 1923.)
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PREFACE

I HAVE had a life which, for variety and romance,

could, I think, hardly be exceeded. I have known
what it was to be a poor man and I have known
what it was to be fairly affluent. I have sampled
every kind of human experience. I have known many
of the most remarkable men of my time. I have had
a long literary career after a medical training which
gave me the M.D. of Edinburgh. I have tried my
hand at very many sports, including boxing, cricket,
billiards, motoring, football, aeronautics and ski-ing,
baving been the first to introduce the latter for long
journeys into Switzerland. I have travelled as Doctor
to a whaler for seven months in the Arctic and after-
wards in the West Ceoast of Africa. I have seen
something of three wars, the Soudanese, the South
African and the German. My life has been dotted
with adventures of all kinds. Finally I have been
constrained to devote my latter years to telling the
world the final result of thirty-six years’ study of the
occult, and in endeavouring to make it realize the
overwhelming importance of the question. In this
mission I have already travelled more than 50,000
miles and addressed 800,000 people, besides writing
seven books upon the subject. Such is the life which
I have told in some detail in my Memories and
Adventures,

ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE.
CROWBOROUGH,
June, 1924.
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