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For centuries, scripture and theology were the focus of prodigious amounts of scholarship and
publishing, dominated in the English-speaking world by the work of Protestant Christians.
Enlightenment philosophy and science, anthropology, ethnology and the colonial experience all
brought new perspectives, lively debates and heated controversies to the study of religion and
its role in the world, many of which continue to this day. This series explores the editing and
interpretation of religious texts, the history of religious ideas and institutions, and not least the
encounter between religion and science.

Catalogue of the Syriac MSS.
in the Convent of S. Catharine on Mount Sinai

The sisters Agnes Lewis (1843-1926) and Margaret Gibson (1843-1920) were pioneering
biblical scholars who became experts in a number of ancient languages. Travelling widely in the
Middle East, they made several significant discoveries, including one of the earliest manuscripts
of the Four Gospels in Syriac, a dialect of Aramaic, the language probably spoken by Jesus
himself. Their chief discoveries were made in the Monastery of St. Catherine on Mount Sinai.
This work is a list of the monastery’s manuscripts in Syriac, compiled by Agnes Lewis in 1893
and first published in 1894. Written in English and Modern Greek for use as a tool for scholars
and for the monks themselves, this fascicule provides a careful document of the monastery’s
Syriac pages, their physical state and content. This text will be of great interest to Syriac scholars
and those interested in Middle Eastern monastic and broader Christian history.
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and students but could not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The
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importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library and
other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge
University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing House to
capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a
consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which
the Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that
the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value
(including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range of
disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in science and technology.
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INTRODUCTION.

HE following list of the Syriac manuscripts in the

Convent of St Catherine on Mount Sinai was made
by me in the month of February, 1893. It is not a
complete catalogue of their contents, the time at my
disposal (forty days) and the necessity of completing other
work to which I had set my hands having precluded me
from compiling anything that goes much beyond a mere
index. I took advantage of an opportunity that has
never before been granted to a European visitor, and which
sprung directly out of a visit paid by my sister, Mrs Gibson,
and myself to the monastery in February, 1892.

I had then the pleasure of discovering and photo-
graphing the palimpsest, No. 30, which contains the Four
Gospels in Old Syriac, a Palestinian Syriac Lectionary,
No. 1, a tenth century Arabic codex of the Gospels, a
ninth century Arabic codex of some of St Paul’s Epistles,
and a Greek Liturgy of St Mark of Alexandria; some of
these being hitherto unknown in Europe, and others being
known by one, or in the case of the Liturgy, by two copies
only.

My sister and I had also gained the goodwill of His
Beatitude Porphyrios, Archbishop of Mount Sinai, and of
the whole resident community of monks, from whom we
received an amount of kindness and assistance which
contributed not a little to the success of our efforts. It

b2
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viii INTRODUCTION

was thus only natural that my sister should have taken
advantage of this friendship to obtain from the Archbishop
the following letter, the promise of which, strangely enough,
came to us both as a birthday present,

‘Ocudraror SkevopiraE K. Tahaxriwy xai Olkovdue
K. Nweodnue. Tow ‘“Tuerépav ‘Ociéryra warpieds edydueba
xal ebhoyoDuev.

Al émdérides Tis cvoTaTiiis Hudv Tadtys maTpico-
EUXETLkTS €mLaTONAS TUyXdvouy, al kal mépuos ovvavaBdoar
év 7 Movi) yvworai duiv epumyirpiar "ASerdal *Ayy\ides
K."Avva 2pif rxai Mapyapira TviBoov, cuvodevépevar tmd
tév K. K. Bévohe pera tis ovliyov Tou, Bdprep (sic) pera
is avllyov Tov, kal Tod Kupiov Xdpes, alrwes Eoyovras
abréce mpos pehérny Tis BuBNiobikns ths Tepas Hudy Movis
xal TPos ratdoTpwaw dipiBods kataldyov drdvrwy Téy év
avryj "Apafikdv kai Svpiakdy BiMwv, 6 émoios xaTdhoyos
0a pévy mdvrore év 5 Movi és guvevorfnuer évratla:
Kal povov miaToy abrod dvriypador 04 NdBwsw ai év Aoyo
Kvplar ped’ éavrdv. *Emri TolTe 04 éfTncav map Huiv
Ty &8etay Tod mapaueivar &va wepimov uiva adtélr kal
mpotpemipeda uds marpwds va mapdoynTe mpofipws
Tals épitiposs kal Noylawss Tabrais rupias THw mPOS TOV
oKkomoy adTdy Amartovuéymy ovvdpopny kal mepimolnaiv.
‘B¢’ ols émevdoyoivres kal abbis tuds TaTpueds Siate-
Aovuev.

s “Tuerépas ‘Ocibryros
dudrrupos mpos Bedv edyérns
‘O Swalos HMop¢ipeos.

év Kaipy 77 13 Iavovapiov,
1893.

Tols ‘Ociwrdross Sxevopinafr K. Tahakriove kai Olko-
7 4 ~ ~ \ < \ ~
vope K. Nuwodijup tols ovykpatobos Tov ‘lepav tdv
Marépor Zvvagw.
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INTRODUCTION ix

I would draw attention to the conditions under which
we obtained permission to examine a// the Syriac and
Arabic books in the Convent. The most important was
that a list of these should be made out in the Greek
language, and should be left in the Convent, we taking
an accurate copy with us on our departure. On the
fulfilment of this obligation depended other concessions
made to us and to our fellow-travellers, which need not be
specified here.

This book is therefore bilingual throughout, the de-
scriptive part being in English and in Modern Greek. In
writing the latter I have adopted the ancient forms of the
verb eiue, such as éoi, eloe, in preference to elve, so as to
make it more readily understood by Western scholars. I
have however conformed to modern usage by giving to
neuter plural substantives a plural verb,

The work of compiling this list during our stay at the
Convent was a heavy one, and I could not have accom-
plished it but for the constant advice and active assistance
of my friend Mr J. Rendel Harris. He alone is responsible
for the Appendix of Fragments which he catalogued at
the request of the late lamented Abbot and Librarian,
Father Galaktion. The text of most of them will be
found in his Biblical Fragments from Mount Sinai, pub-
lished in 18g0. No. 55 is the only one of these which I
have copied from photographs.

To Mr Harris also I owe the Syriac extracts from
No. 10 and No. 16. These he copied from photographs
which he took in 1889 and compared again with the
originals in 1893.

The dates which I have ventured to assign to some
of the MSS. are only approximate, and 1 suspect that
a few of these will be referred to an earlier period when
they come into the hands of more experienced scholars.
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X INTRODUCTION

Certain numbers in my list are left blank; the manu-
scripts to which these belong having apparently been lost
or removed. Mr Harris informs me that one of the
missing copies is a fine codex of the second and third
books of the Maccabees, which he saw and photographed
in 1889.*

I have to record my thanks to the holy Fathers who
sometimes relieved me of the task of counting pages; to
the Rev. R. H. Kennett of Queens’ College, Lecturer in
Aramaic to the University of Cambridge, who has helped
me with various suggestions in regard to the Syriac
extracts; and to Mr J. F. Stenning of Oxford, who has
brought me from Sinai some words which I had photo-
graphed too faintly in No. 10. And I trust that future
visitors to the Sinai Library will forgive any sins of
omission which they may detect in these pages, for the
sake of the time and labour which may be saved to them
in their researches.

* See frontispiece.

AGNES SMITH LEWIS.

CASTLE-BRAE, CAMBRIDGE,
1894.
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CORRIGENDA.

Page 17, No. 14 jfor oa.;\,ai.n read casMA YD

Page 50, No. 48 for Zrexepdpor read Zriympapiov

Page 51, No. 50 for
Page 63, No. 118 jfor
Page 66, No. 133 jfor
Page 69, No. 148 for

read s
read .
read .
read

I
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Peshito Gospels. No. 2. Sixth century.
LUKE XIL 20—30.

7o face page 1.
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