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Books of enduring scholarly value

Rolls Series

Rerum Britannicarum Medii Aevi Scriptores, or The Chronicles and Memorials of
Great Britain and Ireland during the Middle Ages, usually referred to as the ‘Rolls
Series, was an ambitious project first proposed to the British Treasury in 1857 by

Sir John Romilly, the Master of the Rolls, and quickly approved for public funding.
Its purpose was to publish historical source material covering the period from the
arrival of the Romans to the reign of Henry VIII, ‘without mutilation or abridgement,
starting with the ‘most scarce and valuable’ texts. A ‘correct text’ of each work would
be established by collating ‘the best manuscripts, and information was to be included
in every case about the manuscripts used, the life and times of the author, and the
work’s ‘historical credibility; but there would be no additional annotation. The first
books were published in 1858, and by the time it was completed in 1896 the series
contained 99 titles and 255 volumes. Although many of the works have since been
re-edited by modern scholars, the enterprise as a whole stands as a testament to the
Victorian revival of interest in the middle ages.

Annales Monastici

Originally published in 1864-9, and still a standard reference work, this five-volume
collection contains editions of key source texts for medieval English history,
focusing mainly on the thirteenth century. Compiled in monasteries over many
years, they record local, national and international events in chronological order,
sometimes surprisingly briefly and at other times in great detail. The coverage
includes aristocratic marriages and deaths, royal visits, conflicts and power struggles,
appointments and acquisitions, astronomical observations, natural disasters, crimes
and punishments. The editor, Henry Richards Luard (1825-91), an influential
Cambridge clergyman and university administrator, provided introductions to the
Latin texts, and sidenotes in English indicating their content. Volume 5 (1869)
contains a thorough index for the entire work, and a fascinating glossary of agricultural,
technical, legal and financial terms, such as ‘coket’ (the ‘second sort’ of white bread),
‘clausik’ (a disease in sheep), ‘reragia’ (arrears) or ‘fitwite’ (a fine for fighting).
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print
titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought
after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals,
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning
machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected
for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and
the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books
will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly
value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers)
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in
science and technology.
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THE CHRONICLES AND MEMORIALS

OF

GREAT BRITAINAND IRELAND
DURING THE MIDDLE AGES.

PUBLISHED BY THE AUTHORITY OF HER MAJESTY’S TREASURY, UNDER
THE DIRECTION OF THE MASTER OF THE ROLLS,

Ox the 26th of January 1857, the Master of the Rolls
submitted to the Treasury a proposal for the publication
of materials for the History of this Country from the
Invasion of the Romans to the Reign of Henry VIII.

The Master of the Rolls suggested that these materials
should be selected for publication under competent
editors without reference to periodical or chronological
arrangement, without mutilation or abridgment, prefer-
ence being given, in the first instance, to such materials
as were most scarce and valuable.

He proposed that each chronicle or historical docu-
ment to be edited should be treated in the same way as
if the editor were engaged on an Editio Princeps; and
for this purpose the most correct text should be formed
from an accurate collation of the best MSS.

To render the work more generally useful, the Master
of the Rolls suggested that the editor should give an
account of the MSS. employed by him, of their age and
their peculiarities; that he should add to the work a
brief account of the life and times of the author, and any
remarks necessary to explain the chronology; but no
other note or comment was to be allowed, except what
might be necessary to establish the correctness of the

text.
a2
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The works to be published in octavo, separately, as
they were finished ; the whole responsibility of the task
resting upon the editors, who were to be chosen by the
Master of the Rolls with the sanction of the Treasury.

The Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury, after a careful
consideration of the subject, expressed their opinion in a
Treasury Minute, dated February 9, 1857, that the plan
recommended by the Master of the Rolls “ was well
calculated for the accomplishment of this important
national object, in an effectual and satisfactory manner,
within a reasonable time, and provided proper attention
be paid to economy, in making the detailed arrange-
ments, without unnecessary expense.”

They expressed their approbation of the proposal that
each Chronicle and historical document should be edited
in such a manner as to represent with all possible cor-
rectness the text of each writer, derived from a collation
of the best MSS., and that no notes should be added,
except such as were illustrative of the various readings.
They suggested, however, that the preface to each work
should contain, in addition to the particulars proposed
by the Master of the Rolls, a biographical account of
the author, so far as authentic materials existed for that
purpose, and an estimate of his historical credibility and
value.

Rolls House,
December 1857.
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PREFACE.

THE present volume contains the Index and Glossary
to the four volumes of the collection of the Monastick
Annals of the thirteenth century. I have indicated
throughout not only the volume and page, but also the
chronicle, in which every event is given; where no
chronicle is mentioned, it .will be understood that the
passage occurs in that chronicle whose initial letter was
last given.

My great object has been to secure accuracy of refer-
ence. While the successive volumes were passing through
the press, no sheet was printed off till it had been
indexed ; when the chronicle was printed, the index to
it was written out, and each reference tested ; and, as
soon ag the last volume was finished, the various indexes
were amalgamated ; and every referemce in the present
volume has been tested in the proof-sheets. I venture
to hope that, whatever errors may be detected in the
index, there will be none in the accuracy of the refer-
ences.

In indexing the history of the reigns for which these
Annals are first-hand authorities,—John, Henry III,
and Edward I,-—I have arranged the events under the
years in which they occurred, in order to facilitate
reference, and also to give the outlines of the history of
each reign in as useful a form as possible. This has
been attended with great difficulty, partly from the
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X PREFACE,

annalists differing in their chronology, and partly from
their beginning the year at different periods. Thus, for
instance, the riots at Westminster, under Constantine
Fitz-Athulf, are given by the Waverley annalist under
1222, in the Dunstable Annals under 1228 ; the disturb-
ance between Henry IIL. and prince Edward is put
down by the Winchester annalist under 1258, by Wykes
under 1259, and by the Dunstable annalist under 1260 ;
the statute of mortmain (1279) is given in the Ber-
mondsey Annals under 1278, in the Waverley under
1280. The marriage of Henry III. with Eleanor of
Provence is given by the Tewkesbury annalist under
1235, and the confirmation of Magna Charta under 1236,
because he begins the year with Lady Day.

I have had some doubt as to whether an earl or baron
should be placed under his name, or under his title.
Generally I have preferred the latter ; but in some cases
the former arrangement seemed preferable. Thus it is
important that the de Montforts should be all indexed
together, rather than that the two most important of the
family should be separated from the rest as earls of
Leicester; so, too, the Clares have been placed under
Clare, rather than under Gloucester or Hertford ; and the
Bigods under Bigod, rather than under Norfolk ; but, in all
these and similar cases, cross references have been given
under the titles. The reverse has been done, in all cases,
where it seemed advisable, when the names have been
arranged under the titles. Thus, Robert de Belesme will
be found among the earls of Shrewsbury, with a cross
reference under Belesme. The names of all bishops and
abbats are given under their sees and abbeys.

The Glossary contains, it is believed, all the words
which a reader of these chronicles might fairly expect to
find explained. I have given the explanations as briefly
as possible. In the law terms I am chiefly, though not
entirely, indebted to Jacob’s Law Dictionary, and have
frequently made use of his interpretations.
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PREFACE. X1

At the end will be found a table of errata, here all
placed together, to avoid the need of reference to the
several volumes, and a table of contents.

Cambridge,
February 17, 1869.
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