
Rolls Series
Rerum Britannicarum Medii Aevi Scriptores, or The Chronicles and Memorials of 
Great Britain and Ireland during the Middle Ages, usually referred to as the ‘Rolls 
Series’, was an ambitious project first proposed to the British Treasury in 1857 by 
Sir John Romilly, the Master of the Rolls, and quickly approved for public funding. 
Its purpose was to publish historical source material covering the period from the 
arrival of the Romans to the reign of Henry VIII, ‘without mutilation or abridgement’, 
starting with the ‘most scarce and valuable’ texts. A ‘correct text’ of each work would 
be established by collating ‘the best manuscripts’, and information was to be included 
in every case about the manuscripts used, the life and times of the author, and the 
work’s ‘historical credibility’, but there would be no additional annotation. The first 
books were published in 1858, and by the time it was completed in 1896 the series 
contained 99 titles and 255 volumes. Although many of the works have since been 
re-edited by modern scholars, the enterprise as a whole stands as a testament to the 
Victorian revival of interest in the middle ages.

Bartholomaei de Cotton, Monachi Norwicensis, 
Historia Anglicana (AD 449–1298)

Bartholomaeus de Cotton, the Cellarer of Norwich Cathedral Priory, died in 1321/2. 
His most important work is the Historia Anglicana, written in 1292, with a few 
later additions. Book I, the history of Britain, taken from Geoffrey of Monmouth, 
was omitted by H.R. Luard from this 1859 edition. Book II, the history of England, 
is divided into two sections, from 455 to 1066, and from 1066 to the end of the 
thirteenth century. The work is most valuable for the period after 1264, as one of 
Cotton’s sources, an anonymous Norwich chronicle, contains material not found 
elsewhere, and he also quotes from ecclesiastical and royal documents. Book III 
gives the history of the bishops and archbishops of England, mostly taken from 
other sources but with some useful material relating to the Diocese of Norwich. 
A glossary is provided.

C A M B R I D G E  L I B R A R Y  C O L L E C T I O N
Books of enduring scholarly value

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-04303-8 - Bartholomaei de Cotton, Monachi Norwicensis, Historia Anglicana
(AD 449–1298)
Edited by H.R. Luard
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108043038
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print 
titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought 
after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using 
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a 
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, 
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their 
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each 
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning 
machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected 
for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and 
the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised 
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books 
will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can 
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly 
value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) 
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in 
science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 

The original edition of this book contains a number of colour plates, 
which have been reproduced in black and white. Colour versions of these 

images can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108043038
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