
Rolls Series
Rerum Britannicarum Medii Aevi Scriptores, or The Chronicles and Memorials 
of Great Britain and Ireland during the Middle Ages, usually referred to as the 
‘Rolls Series’, was an ambitious project first proposed to the British Treasury in 
1857 by Sir John Romilly, the Master of the Rolls, and quickly approved for public 
funding. Its purpose was to publish historical source material covering the period 
from the arrival of the Romans to the reign of Henry VIII, ‘without mutilation or 
abridgement’, starting with the ‘most scarce and valuable’ texts. A ‘correct text’ of 
each work would be established by collating ‘the best manuscripts’, and information 
was to be included in every case about the manuscripts used, the life and times of 
the author, and the work’s ‘historical credibility’, but there would be no additional 
annotation. The first books were published in 1858, and by the time it was completed 
in 1896 the series contained 99 titles and 255 volumes. Although many of the works 
have since been re-edited by modern scholars, the enterprise as a whole stands as a 
testament to the Victorian revival of interest in the middle ages.

Giraldi Cambrensis Opera
Despite a frustrated ecclesiastical career – his ongoing failure to secure the See of 
St David’s embittered him – Giraldus Cambrensis (Gerald of Wales, Gerald de Barry, 
c.1146–1220/23) composed many remarkable literary works, initially while employed 
as a royal clerk for Henry II and, subsequently, in semi-retirement in Lincoln. Eight 
volumes of his works were compiled as part of the Rolls Series of British medieval 
material. Volume 4, edited by historian J.S. Brewer (1809–79) and published in 1873, 
contains two texts, one a moral, quasi-pastoral critique of the monastic orders, the 
other a life of Geoffrey Plantagenet (1151–1212), Archbishop of York, focusing on 
power struggles at the Angevin court. Noted for his vigorous Latin and anecdotal 
style, Giraldus gives a vivid portrait of medieval Britain, while the English editorial 
preface illuminates nineteenth-century interest in the period.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print 
titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought 
after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using 
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a 
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, 
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their 
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each 
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning 
machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected 
for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and 
the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised 
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books 
will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can 
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly 
value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) 
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in 
science and technology. 
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