
Rolls Series
Rerum Britannicarum Medii Aevi Scriptores, or The Chronicles and Memorials 
of Great Britain and Ireland during the Middle Ages, usually referred to as the 
‘Rolls Series’, was an ambitious project first proposed to the British Treasury in 
1857 by Sir John Romilly, the Master of the Rolls, and quickly approved for public 
funding. Its purpose was to publish historical source material covering the period 
from the arrival of the Romans to the reign of Henry VIII, ‘without mutilation or 
abridgement’, starting with the ‘most scarce and valuable’ texts. A ‘correct text’ of 
each work would be established by collating ‘the best manuscripts’, and information 
was to be included in every case about the manuscripts used, the life and times of 
the author, and the work’s ‘historical credibility’, but there would be no additional 
annotation. The first books were published in 1858, and by the time it was completed 
in 1896 the series contained 99 titles and 255 volumes. Although many of the works 
have since been re-edited by modern scholars, the enterprise as a whole stands as a 
testament to the Victorian revival of interest in the middle ages.

Historia Monasterii S. Augustini Cantuariensis, 
by Thomas of Elmham, 

Formerly Monk and Treasurer of that Foundation
Thomas of Elmham (1364–1427?) was treasurer of St Augustine’s Abbey, Canterbury, 
when he compiled this work, which he called the Speculum Augustinianum, around 
1414. He planned to give a complete history of the Abbey, and the chronological table 
covers the period from 597 to 1414, but the main text ends in 806, with a collection of 
documentary sources from the period 1066 to 1191 appended. His failure to complete 
the work was probably due to his appointment as Prior of the Cluniac House at Lenton 
in Nottinghamshire. Elmham made great use of documentary sources in the Abbey’s 
famous library, reproducing and editing original charters, as well as using the work 
of earlier historians of the House, though, unfortunately, many of the sources he uses 
were forgeries or corrupt transcripts, produced to support the Abbey’s claims to royal 
and ecclesiastical privileges. This edition by Charles Hardwick was published in 1858.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print 
titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought 
after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using 
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a 
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, 
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their 
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each 
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning 
machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected 
for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and 
the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised 
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books 
will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can 
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly 
value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) 
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in 
science and technology. 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-04261-1 - Historia Monasterii S. Augustini Cantuariensis by Thomas of Elmham, 
Formerly Monk and Treasurer of that Foundation
Edited by Charles Hardwick
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108042611
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Historia 
Monasterii 

S. Augustini 
Cantuariensis 

by Thomas of Elmham, 
Formerly Monk and Treasurer 

of that Foundation

Edited by Charles Hardwick

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-04261-1 - Historia Monasterii S. Augustini Cantuariensis by Thomas of Elmham, 
Formerly Monk and Treasurer of that Foundation
Edited by Charles Hardwick
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108042611
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CAMBRID GE UNIVERSIT Y PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, 
Singapore, São Paolo, Delhi, Mexico City

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108042611

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2012

This edition first published 1858
This digitally printed version 2012

ISBN 978-1-108-04261-1 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 

The original edition of this book contains a number of colour plates, 
which have been reproduced in black and white. Colour versions of these 

images can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108042611
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