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Books of enduring scholarly value

Rolls Series

Rerum Britannicarum Medii Aevi Scriptores, or The Chronicles and Memorials

of Great Britain and Ireland during the Middle Ages, usually referred to as the

Rolls Series’, was an ambitious project first proposed to the British Treasury in
1857 by Sir John Romilly, the Master of the Rolls, and quickly approved for public
funding. Its purpose was to publish historical source material covering the period
from the arrival of the Romans to the reign of Henry VIII, ‘without mutilation or
abridgement’, starting with the ‘most scarce and valuable’ texts. A ‘correct text” of
each work would be established by collating ‘the best manuscripts’, and information
was to be included in every case about the manuscripts used, the life and times of
the author, and the work’s ‘historical credibility’, but there would be no additional
annotation. The first books were published in 1858, and by the time it was completed
in 1896 the series contained 99 titles and 255 volumes. Although many of the works
have since been re-edited by modern scholars, the enterprise as a whole stands as a
testament to the Victorian revival of interest in the middle ages.

Munimenta Gildhallae Londoniensis

The Corporation of London has an extensive collection of medieval records which
can be used to trace the development of the City, and provide much information on
all aspects of civic life - social, economic, political, ecclesiastical, legal and military.
H.T. Riley (1816-78) spent many years editing and translating some of the most
significant documents, and thereby establishing his scholarly reputation. Volume 1
of this three-volume work, published in 1859, contains one of the most important
collections of documents, the four books of the Liber Albus. This was compiled in
1419 by the Town Clerk, John Carpenter, and is considered one of the first books of
English common law. It records the laws and civic regulations relating to the City
of London, beginning in 1067 but concentrating on the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries. It is written mostly in Latin, with parts in French.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print
titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought
after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals,
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning
machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected
for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and
the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books
will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly
value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers)
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in
science and technology.
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THE CHRONICLES AND MEMORIALS

OF

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND
DURING THE MIDDLE AGES.

PUBLISHED BY THE AUTHORITY OF HER MAJESTY'S TREASURY, UNDER THE
DIRECTION OF THE MASTER OF THE ROLLS.

On the 26th of January 1857, the Master of the Rolls
submitted to the Treasury a proposal for the publication
of materials for the History of this Country from the
Invasion of the Romans to the Reign of Henry VIIL

The Master of the Rolls suggested that these materials
should be selected for publication under competent editors
without reference to periodical or chronological arrange-
ment, without mutilation or abridgment, preference being
given, in the first instance, to such materials as were most
scarce and valuable.

He proposed that each chronicle or historical document
to be edited should be treated in the same way as if the
editor were engaged on an Editio Princeps ; and for this
purpose the most correct text should be formed from an
accurate collation of the best MSS.

To render the work more generally useful, the Master
of the Rolls suggested that the editor should give an
account of the MSS. employed by him, of their age and
their peculiarities ; that he should add to the work a brief
account of the life and times of the author, and any
remarks necessary to explain the chronology ; but no other
note or comment was to be allowed, except what might be
necessary to establish the correctness of the text.
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The works to be published in octavo, separately, as
they were finished; the whole responsibility of the task
resting upon the editors, who were to be chosen by the
Master of the Rolls with the sanction of the Treasury.

The Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury, after a careful
consideration of the subject, expressed their opinion in a
Treasury Minute, dated February 9, 1857, that the plan
recommended by the Master of the Rolls “was well
calculated for the accomplishment of this important
national object, in an effectual and satisfactory manner,
within a reasonable time, and provided proper attention be
paid to economy, in making the detailed arrangements,
without unnecessary expense.”

They expressed their approbation of the proposal that
each chronicle and historical document should be edited
in such a manner as to represent with all possible correct-
ness the text of each writer, derived from a collation of the
best MSS., and that no notes should be added, except
such as were illustrative of the various readings. They
suggested, however, that the preface to each work should
contain, in addition to the particulars proposed by the
Master of the Rolls, a biographical account of the author,
so far as authentic materials existed for that purpose, and
an estimate of his historical credibility and value.

Rolls House,
December 1857.
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INTRODUCTION.

THE pages of the poets, the dramatists, and the his-
torians, and the more formal details of the commentators,
the scholiasts, and the lexicographers, of the Greek and
Roman periods, afford us a singularly accurate insight,
the intervening lapse of time considered, into the ways
and usages of contemporary social life; so much so in
fact, that, though for a moment it may appear almost
paradoxical to say so, the great majority of the educated rne equca-

classes of this country possess a tenfold better acquaint- fogcmsees

. . . int
ance with life and manners in Greece and Italy, two duainted

. . ial life of
thousand years ago, than with the habits and usages of gassical

their own forefathers, only removed from them by the sfineirawn
comparatively short period that has elapsed since the ™e™her
invention of the press.

This state of things, however, is easily explained. In-
valuable as our Chroniclers undoubtedly are in many
points of view, the middle ages—so far as this country is
concerned—have no literature at all resembling that of tnferiority
the ancients to call their own ; and as to the literature ggagg;lnfi?e-
which we must of necessity be content to take as a substi- gﬁ;‘s‘{ﬁaﬁ"
tute for it, in giving us an insight into the contemporary YT
features of social life, the items of which it is composed respect.
are lamentably deficient. The Chronicler, for example,
is mostly too intent upon the deeds or aspirations of the
great, the successful, or the ambitious, to bestow a pass-

ing notice even upon the multitude which is ever and
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X INTRODUCTION,

anon called upon to supply the victims of their caprice,
the agents of their success, or the instruments of their
will. The Legendist, again, the Romancer, and the Poet,
are too busily engaged with the doings or sayings of their
saints, their heroes, and their lovers, to descend from their
elevation to any less holy, less stirring, or less captiva-
ting details. And as to the great majority of the other
medizeval writers, who may not admit of being ranged
under any of the above appellations, equally little, from
the singleness of purpose by which they are mostly
characterized, may we expect to learn about the obscure
million from them.

Medivalar-  The result is, that we must either rest contented with

chives and

other busi- the few and transient glimpses of light fitfully thrown

ness docu-

ments the 19 1 1 i
s e s UpON. this interesting subject from the pages of our early

from whick 3 1 1 i
fom which Glossarists and Vocabularists, with what little we may

Fogemarbe glean incidentally from the Chroniclers ; or we must look,

datved- © of necessity, to other and far different sources for the
materials of our social bistory in mediseval days ; to docu-
ments, in fact, which their compilers little dreamt of
ever being turned to such an account, but which atone
by their truthfulness and authenticity for their want of
embellishment and their meagreness of diction; and
which, fortunately for those whose wish it is that our
past social history may not be wholly swept away into
oblivion, still lie scattered in comparatively great abun-
dance over the length and breadth of the land. It is to
our early Laws, Statutes, and enactments, to Registers,
Chartularies, Rentals, Domesday-books, and Rolls, under
their legion of technical appellations, that we must
mainly have recourse, if we would gain the moderate
credit of knowing at least as much about our own fore-
fathers as about the populace that thronged the streets
of ancient Athens or Rome.

Golleotion of ~ Foremost among the repositories where information of

arehivesst - this nature may be abundantly obtained, though known
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INTRODUCTION. x1

as such, it is believed, to comparatively few, in the
antiquarian world even, stands the Record-room of the
Corporation of London, at Guildhall. ¢ There is no city
“ in the world,” it has been® remarked, and that too
by one eminently well qualified to form an opinion on
the subject, “that possesses a collection of archives so
“ ancient and so complete as the collection at Guildhall ;”
and it is the fact, that its shelves are laden with docu-
ments embodying the contemporary history of this
country, under almost every feature, from mnearly six
centuries ago down to comparatively recent times ; 5 Nature
ranging under the various heads of original charters records.
and deeds, rolls of wills, chartularies, and, more im-
portant than all, registers, and laborious compilations
from registers and other sources of a kindred nature.

When we call to mind the close connexion that 4priord

probabilitie
existed between the Metropolis and our earlier Kings, as fo their

the leading and influential position of its officials and omtents

dignitaries, the comparative opulence of its inhabitants,

the immunities, liberties, and privileges enjoyed by its

citizens, and the communications that were continually

interchanged on all matters, of even the most trifling

public importance, between the Court and the City, we

can hardly do otherwise than conclude that in its con-

temporary annals and records would, not improbably, be

reflected many of the leading and more prominent facts

that go towards constituting the history of English
national progress and of English social life. And a varying
comparatively cursory examination of these documents oFther
will show that such really is the case; that, in fact, it is contents

hardly possible to mention any feature as a component

of our medieval history, whether viewed under the

phase of social, political, ecclesiastical, legal, municipal,

military, or naval, that is here unrepresented ; for, not

} By M. Delpit, Collection Générale des Documents Frangais—en Angle-
terre, p. Ixi.
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Nature of J . .
Natureof only are we authentically informed, through the medium

tontobe of numerous contemporary copies of writs and letiers,

them. addressed by successive Sovereigns to the Mayor, Alder-
men, and Commonalty of the City, as to the then existing
state of politics and diplomacy, as to laws and enactments
of every shade of variety and importance, as to alliances
with foreign potentates contracted or dissolved, as to
events and incidents connected with the royal progresses
and journeys, as to losses sustained or suecesses gained
in war, whether upon English soil or upon that of
France, Seotland, Flanders, Ireland, or Wales ; but, even
more than this, we are supplied incidentally, from the
self-same sources, with a very large amount of material
for statistical knowledge as to this country’s resources
at those periods, in reference to men, money, shipping,
arms, and the various other munitions of war.

From these same records too—seeing that there was
hardly a dealing between man and man, however trivial,
that was not interfered with by sumptuary laws (many
of them of absurd, almost grotesque, form and shape) ;
hardly a transaction or existing relation in private life
that was not the subject of-legal enactment and civie
surveillance—we may become more intimately acquainted
with the early form and subsequent development of our
municipal institutions ; the principles and growth of
taxation in this country; the mediseval relations of
prices and labour ; the remote history of trades, guilds
and mysteries ; the progress of arts, manufactures, and
commerce; the gradual expansion of our national
wealth ; and the history of the manners, usages, habits,
and opinions, of our impulsive forefathers. A very
considerable amount of information may also be gathered
from these documents in reference to our genealogical
history, and certain indications may be derived from
them, perhaps incidentally rather than otherwise, rela-
tive to various points connected with the progress of
religious opinion and belief
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It has already been remarked that the City records Hitherto

. ompara-
are known probably to comparatively few, even among tively little

those whose business or whose pleasure is centred in the 1;‘;;’;‘,’“ .
investigation of our national antiquities. Proportionally

small too—owing in a considerable degree, no doubt,

to the jealous carefulness with which, until recent times,

they were withheld from the scrutiny of the public—is

the use that has been hitherto made of them by the
writers upon our mediseval history and antiquities.

John Stow, the author of the Survey of London Joha Stow
(1598), was probably the first to bring the existence of makeuseof
these records to the mnotice of the public; and, even at
his comparatively early day, they seem to have been
looked upon by him as at once venerable for their
antiquity and curious for the information which he
found them to contain. It is possible that he may have
used these documents, in the compilation of his Survey,
to a somewhat greater extent than he has acknowledged—
some eight or ten instances in all-—but there can be
hardly a doubt that, owing to his limited knowledge
and his defective education, he was but indifferently
qualified for dealing witls their contents. The next Rymer.
writer probably who was indebted for any of his matter
to the Letter-Books and other compilations at Guildhall
was the indefatigable Rymer; who has extracted from
them a considerable number of articles, in reference to
our early treaties and transactions with other countries,
which appear in different volumes of the Federa.
Strype, the venerable historian and ecclesiologist, in pre-
paring his elaborate edition of Stow’s Survey (1720),
was evidently at considerable pains to ! consult the City
archives, with the view of improving upon Stow’s scanty

Strype.

! He gives a curious account in his | consequence of the detention of his
Preface, pp. iil., iv., v.,of the annoy- | transcripts for examination, by cer-
ances which he had to endure, in 1 tain of the City officials of the day.
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information as to the early history of various of its
institutions and localities.
sirr.pal-  Coming to the present century—=Sir Francis Palgrave
grave. has, on more occasions, it is believed, than one, invited

the public attentionto these important, but comparatively
unused, materials for our early history; and, in the
volumes of his Parlamentary Writs and Writs of
Military Summons (1827-1830), he has given a con-
siderable number of extracts, at once wvaluable and

M. Thierry. interesting, from their pages. M. Augustin Thierry
also, in the First Volume of his Monumens inédits de
Uhistoire du tiers état, has availed himself (through the
agency of M. Delpit) of a few extracts from the Letter-
Books, in reference to certain treaties of commerce
entered into during the thirteenth, fourteenth, and
fifteenth centuries between the citizens of London and
the merchants of Amiens.

%éli;lt{es It is another native of France, however, M. Juleg
Delpit, that has devoted more time and thought, pro-
bably, to the examination of the City records, in their
entirety, than any other person since the first moments
of their existence.

Hisexami M. Delpit visited this country, he tells us, in 1843,

g:grdcﬁfn and, after an assiduous attendance at Guildhall for three
months, succeeded in collecting from the City Archives
copies of more than one hundred and fifty documents
bearing reference to the early relations of this country
with France, the existence of the great majority of
which had until then been unknown. Most of these he
has published in his Collection Générale des Documents
Framgais qui se trouvent en Amgleterre (Paris, 1847);
in addition to which, he has occupied forty-eight

His analysis (quarto) pages of his Preface with an elaborate analysis

%fcgﬁ?etter' of the Letter-Books in reference to certain of the more
prominent features of their contents.

The limits of an introduction forbid, of course, any
detailed notice of the results of the labours of this
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INTRODUCTION. Xv

zealous and learned medisevalist ; indeed, a transeript of
even his commendations of the City archives would
occupy more pages, perhaps, in number than the lines
that could conveniently be here devoted to the subject.
A few, therefore, of his more general remarks must
suffice.

Speaking (p. 1x.) of “the vast number of things Hiscon-

. o mendations
“ novel or curious ” that met his view when examining ¢f the

uil
the manuscripts at Guildhall, M. Delpit enlarges upon vecords.
¢ the abundance of the riches they contain, and the
¢ unhoped-for resources that a vigorous and learned
“ analysis might derive therefrom.” (P. lxxiv.) « It
“ seems to me,” he says, “ that the pages of a Register
¢ like this have all theinterest of a chronicle, in addition
“ to the advantage of an authenticity quite incontestable.”
(P. Ixxxii) “ The Registers of Guildhall contain, in
“ reference to the Corporations of the various trades, a
“ multitude of documents unknown to the Corporations
“ themselves to which they relate.” (P. xciii) “ An
“ attentive examination of these documents might reveal
“ facts unknown or unanticipated, and lead to the
¢ discovery of curious revelations as to the then state of
“ manners, and the form assumed by civil or commercial
“ transactions.” He concludes his analysis with the
following remarks (p. cii.) :—“ It is undoubtedly a great
“ glory for the community of London not only to possess
“ archives more complete than those of any other city,
but to possess archives which contain, so to say, the
title-deeds (titres) of the nation itself; and those, not
merely in the form of incorrect, partial, or incidental
copies, but, on the contrary, regular, authentic, and
more complete than those in any of the repositories
from which the published copies have been taken.
The interest arising from the facts that have come
under my notice has induced me, perhaps, to extend
this analysis to too great a length; but still, T do not
at all pretend to have given a complete description of

-«

113

3

(14

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108042512
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-04251-2 - Munimenta Gildhallae Londoniensis, Volume 1: Liber Albus
Compiled A.D. 1419

Edited by Henry Thomas Riley

Frontmatter

More information

XVi INTRODUCTION.

“ these archives, still less to have made myself ac-

¢ quainted with all the various facts which are there to
“ be found; my only aim has been to point out the
“ riches and abundance of the materials they are
“ able to furnish.”

Goneral, A Drief description of the items which compose the

of the City archives will hardly be out of place. In addition

records.  to the early Registers, or Letter-Books, from A to K
inclusive (the respective dates of which are given at the
conclusion of this Volume), the Record-room at Guild-
hall contains the following compilations:—Journals
and Repertories of the Courts of Aldermen and Common
Council from A.D. 1417 down to the present time. Liber
de Antiquis Legibus, a Latin Chronicle of the City
transactions from A.D. 1178 to 1274, the only one of
the records hitherto 'published. 2 ZLiber Hornm, a mis-
cellaneous collection, date 1311, and compiled probably
by its original owner, Andrew Horn. Liber Custu-
marum, a compilation of a similar nature, date about
1320, and put together probably under the supervision of
the same Andrew Horn. Liber Albus. Liber Dunthorn,
a compilation in Latin, Anglo-French, and English,
prepared between A.D. 1461 and 1490. Liber Legum, a
collection of laws from A.D. 1842 to 1590. Liber Ordi-
nationum de Itinere, compiled femp. Edward I: in
addition to which, there are the Assisa Pamnis, com-
mencing in 1284 ; Liber Memorandorwm, date 1298,
and several other manuscript volumes of inferior note

~

and value.
ﬁtﬁ;&f— Among the books which are known to have formerly
ltmgg;tgyfo belonged to the Corporation of London, but are now lost,

nowlost.  are the following:—Liber Niger Major, and ILiber

! Edited for the Camden Society, | be fully described in the Introduec-

by Mr. T. Stapleton, in 1846. tory pages of the next Volume.
2 This and Liber Custumarum will
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