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Books of enduring scholarly value

Life Sciences

Until the nineteenth century, the various subjects now known as the life
sciences were regarded either as arcane studies which had little impact on
ordinary daily life, or as a genteel hobby for the leisured classes. The increasing
academic rigour and systematisation brought to the study of botany, zoology
and other disciplines, and their adoption in university curricula, are reflected
in the books reissued in this series.

Icones Plantarum

This world-famous work was begun by Sir William Jackson Hooker
(1785-1865) in 1837, and the ten volumes reissued here were produced under
his authorship until 1854, at which point his son, Joseph Dalton Hooker
(1817-1911) continued the work of publication. Hooker’s own herbarium, or
collection of preserved plant specimens, was so extensive that at one point
he stored it in one house and lived in another; it was left to the nation on
his death. Each volume contains 100 line drawings of plants, and each is
accompanied by a full Latin description, with notes in English on habitat and
significant features. The order of the plants in each volume is not systematic,
but two ‘indexes’ at the beginning provide plant lists, in alphabetical order and
‘arranged according to the natural orders.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-
of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that
are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge
University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own
Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for inclusion.
The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books
finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised around
the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will
remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1843
This digitally printed version 2011

ISBN 978-1-108-03926-0 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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