
Travel and Exploration
The history of travel writing dates back to the Bible, Caesar, the Vikings 
and the Crusaders, and its many themes include war, trade, science and 
recreation. Explorers from Columbus to Cook charted lands not previously 
visited by Western travellers, and were followed by merchants, missionaries, 
and colonists, who wrote accounts of their experiences. The development of 
steam power in the nineteenth century provided opportunities for increasing 
numbers of ‘ordinary’ people to travel further, more economically, and more 
safely, and resulted in great enthusiasm for travel writing among the reading 
public. Works included in this series  range from first-hand descriptions of 
previously unrecorded places, to literary accounts of the strange habits of 
foreigners, to examples of the burgeoning numbers of guidebooks produced 
to satisfy the needs of a new kind of traveller - the tourist.

Journals of Expeditions of Discovery 
into Central Australia, in the Years 1840-1

In 1832, aged just seventeen, the future colonial governor Edward John 
Eyre (1815–1901) set sail from London for Australia. The farming life that 
awaited him laid the foundations of an enduring interest in the topography, 
anthropology and zoology of his adopted homeland. Following an initial 
expedition in 1839, in 1840 Eyre set out on his pioneering trek from Adelaide 
to Western Australia. The year-long adventure financially ruined the explorer, 
but won him the coveted gold medal of the Royal Geographical Society for 
discovering Lake Torrens. Published in 1845, this two-volume account of 
the expedition made Eyre a household name in Britain and fuelled popular 
interest in the former penal colony. Volume 2 leads readers through various 
dramatic episodes including the plundering of the camp, a ‘night of horrors’, 
forced marches, and hunting kangaroos. It concludes with a fascinating 
account of the celebratory aborigine reception that awaited the survivors.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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