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Books of enduring scholarly value

Life Sciences

Until the nineteenth century, the various subjects now known as the life sciences were regarded either as arcane
studies which had little impact on ordinary daily life, or as a genteel hobby for the leisured classes. The increasing
academic rigour and systematisation brought to the study of botany, zoology and other disciplines, and their
adoption in university curricula, are reflected in the books reissued in this series.

British Fossil Brachiopoda

British palaeontologist Thomas Davidson (1817-85) was born in Edinburgh and began his studies at the city’s
university. Encouraged by German palaeontologist Leopold von Buch, he began to study brachiopod fossils at the
age of twenty, and he quickly became the undisputed authority. He was elected fellow of the Geological Society of
London in 1852, receiving the Wollaston medal in 1865. He became a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1857. Published
between 1850 and 1886, this six-volume work became the definitive reference text on the subject. It includes more
than two hundred hand-drawn plates and a comprehensive bibliography. This volume, the last of six, is a thorough
bibliography of brachiopod research literature up to 1886.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles from its own backlist,
producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range
of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain,
or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library, and guided by the advice
of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines in its
own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a
consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely,
and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring scholarly value (including out-of-
copyright works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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*4* The exhaustive Monograph on the British Fossil Brachiopoda, of which the
present Volume is the last portion, was the result of investigations extending over thirty
years. Its author, Dr. T. Davipsox, spared neither trouble nor expense in its production,
and placed on the lithographic stone with his own hand the Drawings depicted in two
hundred and twenty-nine of the Plates employed for the illustration of the first five
Volumes. While the accompanying Bibliography (towards the compilation of which Mr.
W. H. Dalton had rendered most valuable assistance) was in the press, an unexpected

illness caused the active pen to rest, and brought Dr. T. Davidson’s life to a close.

T. W.

2nd January, 1886.
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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE BRACHIOPODA

BY THE LATE

THOMAS DAVIDSON, LL.D., F.R.S., F.LS., F.G.S., &c., &c.,

VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE PALZEONTOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY ; MEMBER OF THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETIES OF PRANCE, BELGIUM,
EDINBURGH, GLASGOW, AND CORNWALL; FOREIGN MEMBER OF THE PROVINCIAL INSTITUTE OF FRANCE; OF THE
LINNEAN SOCIETY OF NORMANDY; CORRESPONDING MEMBER OF THE IMPERIAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF ST.
PETERSBURG; OF THE IMPERIAL MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF ST. PETERSBURG ; OF THE IMPERIAL SOCIETY
OF NATURALISTS OF MOSCOW ; OF THE ROYAL ACADEMIES OF BELGIUM AND BAVARIA; OF THE ROYAL
SOCIETY OF HOLLAND, HAARLEM ; OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF LIEGE; OF THE ACADEMY OF ST.

LOUIS; OF THE AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, PHILADELPHIA; OF THE INSTITUTE OF
ALBANY, UNITED STATES; OF THE ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VIENNA; OF THE PALZEONTO-

GRAPHICAL SOCIETIES OF BELGIUM AND OF SWITZERLAND; OF THE MALACOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF BELGIUM; HON. MEMBER OF THE GEOLOGISTS’ ASSOCIATION,

LONDON ; OF THE DUDLEY AND MIDLAND GEOLOGICAL AND SCIENTIFIC
SOCIETY ; OF THE NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY OF GLASGOW ; AND

OF THE YORKSHIRE PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, ETC. ETC.

AND

W. H. DALTON, F.G.S.,

LATE OF H.M. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY.
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LONDON:
PRINTED FOR THE PALAONTOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY.
1886.
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