
Life Sciences
Until the nineteenth century, the various subjects now known as the life 
sciences were regarded either as arcane studies which had little impact 
on ordinary daily life, or as a genteel hobby for the leisured classes.  The 
increasing academic rigour and systematisation brought to the study of 
botany, zoology and other disciplines, and their adoption in university 
curricula, are reflected in the books reissued in this series.

Philosophie Zoologique
The great French zoologist Lamarck (1744–1829) was best known for his 
theory of evolution, called ‘soft inheritance’, whereby organisms pass down 
acquired characteristics to their offspring. Originally a soldier, Lamarck 
later studied medicine and biology, becoming particularly interested in 
botany. His distinguished career included admission to the French Academy 
of Sciences (1779), and appointments as Royal Botanist (1781) and as 
professor of zoology at the Musée Nationale d’Histoire Naturelle in 1793. 
Acknowledged as the premier authority on invertebrate zoology, he is 
credited with coining the term ‘invertebrates’. In this two-volume work of 
1809, he outlines his theory that under the pressure of different external 
circumstances, species can develop variations, and that new species and 
genera can eventually evolve as a result. Darwin paid tribute to Lamarck 
as the man who ‘first did the eminent service of arousing attention to the 
probability of all change … being the result of law’.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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