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Books of enduring scholarly value

Life Sciences

Until the nineteenth century, the various subjects now known as the life sciences were
regarded either as arcane studies which had little impact on ordinary daily life, or as a genteel
hobby for the leisured classes. The increasing academic rigour and systematisation brought to
the study of botany, zoology and other disciplines, and their adoption in university curricula,
are reflected in the books reissued in this series.

Hortus Veitchii

The Veitch dynasty, originally from Scotland, owned plant nurseries in Devon and London
throughout the nineteenth century. By commissioning several expeditions to search for new
and exotic flora for British gardens, they were instrumental in bringing many previously
unknown plants into cultivation in Britain. James Herbert Veitch (1868-1907), who became
managing director of the firm, spent time in Germany and France studying the techniques of
horticulture, and later travelled the world himself collecting plants for the nursery in Chelsea.
This work, published in 1906, gives a detailed account of the family business and of the men
that the firm sent to South America, Japan, China and India during the period 1840-1906,
including distinguished plant finders such as William Lobb, his brother Thomas, who first
introduced various types of orchids from India to Britain for cultivation, and Richard Pearce,
who brought back tuberous begonias from South America.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles
from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars
and students but could not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The
Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library, and
guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using
state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of
each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp
image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain
available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring scholarly value
(including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range of
disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1906
This digitally printed version 2011
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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THE ORIGINAL NURSERY AT CHELSEA
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HORTUS VEITCHII

A HISTORY

OF THRE

RISE AND PROGRESS OF THE NURSERIES OF MESSRS. JAMES
VEITCH AND SONS, TOGETHER WITH AN ACCOUNT
OF THE BOTANICAL COLLECTORS AND
HYBRIDISTS EMPLOYED BY THEM
AND A LIST OF THE MOST
REMARKABLE OF THEIR
INTRODUCTIONS

BY

JAMES H. VEITCH
Wlith Fitty Jllustrations
Fonlon

JAMES VEITCH & SONS Limitep, CHELSEA
1906

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108037365
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-03736-5 - Hortus Veitchii: A History of the Rise and Progress of the Nurseries of Messrs. James
Veitch and Sons

James Herbert Veitch

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108037365
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-03736-5 - Hortus Veitchii: A History of the Rise and Progress of the Nurseries of Messrs. James
Veitch and Sons

James Herbert Veitch

Frontmatter

More information

PREFACE

I am indebted in this work for help to Mr. Harry J. Veitch,
Mr. P. C. M. Veitch, Mr. J. G. Veitch, Dr. Maxwell T.
Masters, Editor of the Gardeners’ Chronicle, Mr. George
Nicholson, the late Curator of the Royal Gardens, Kew, who
revised the nomenclature ; to Sir William T. Thiselton-Dyer,
the late Director of Kew, for permission to photograph various
plantsin the Royal Gardens, and to Baron Sir Henry Schroder
and other owners of large estates for similar kindness; to
various members of the staff, past and present, and to my
assistant, Herman Spooner.
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