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Books of enduring scholarly value

Life Sciences

Until the nineteenth century, the various subjects now known as the life
sciences were regarded either as arcane studies which had little impact
on ordinary daily life, or as a genteel hobby for the leisured classes. The
increasing academic rigour and systematisation brought to the study of
botany, zoology and other disciplines, and their adoption in university
curricula, are reflected in the books reissued in this series.

The Fern Garden

James Shirley Hibberd (1825-90) was a journalist and writer on gardening,
whose popular works had great influence on middle-class taste. Although
not a trained horticulturalist, his many books were based on practical
experience. He developed a succession of gardens in north London
concentrating on particular types of plants, and his books reflected this work,
with the Rose Book (1864) and the Fern Garden (1869) being particularly
successful. He also wrote on garden design, flower arrangement, garden
furniture and architecture, and his Rustic Adornments of 1856, also published
in this series, is an important work of social and fashion history. He edited
the magazine Floral World until 1875 and later the Gardener’s Magazine, and
was even consulted by the government about potato blight. His engaging

and very personal style made him a popular forerunner of modern celebrity
gardeners, and set a fashion for highly decorative and ornamental gardens.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1869
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.

The original edition of this book contains a number of colour plates,
which have been reproduced in black and white. Colour versions of these
images can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108037181
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PREFACE.

BecinNERs in Fern culture are very much
perplexed by the abundance of books on the

subject, and their general unfitness to afford
the aid a beginner requires. Almost everybody
has written a book on ferns, it having become
the fashion to consider a knowledge of the
subject rather a disqualification than otherwise.
When the blind attempt to lead the blind the
result can be safely predicated, and no doubt
the myriads of bad books on ferns that swarm
in the cheap book shops have done their full
share of mischief. We have fortunately plenty
of good books on the subject, but for the
most part they are technical and elaborate, and
shoot over the heads of beginners. Some of
my fern-loving friends have persuaded me to
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iv Preface.

try my hand on a small volume adapted for the
induction of the unlearned and unskilled n
this pursuit, and here it is. Whether it will
supersede any of the bad books or take lowest
rank amongst them is for me a solemn problem.
But I send it forth in hope that after a quarter
of a century of hard work in the practical part
of the subject, I may be better qualified to make
a little book than some of those who, previous
to writing, had acquired only a week or so of
experience, and a very dim knowledge of about
half a dozen species. As almost every fern in
cultivation has names enough to fill a small
volume, I have in every case adopted the names
by which those recommended are best known
in nurseries and gardens. The fearful question
of nomenclature is thus avoided, and every
fern may be found by the name it bears in this
epitome.

S. H.
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