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A Statistical Account of the British Empire

John Ramsay McCulloch (1789-1864) wrote numerous articles, pamphlets
and books about the emerging field of political economy. This two-volume
work, published in 1837, focuses on ‘the British Empire, exclusive of its
foreign dependencies, in other words, Great Britain and Ireland. McCulloch
drew information from the 1821 and 1831 census returns and commissioned
contributions from experts including William Jackson Hooker, who provided
the article on botany. His book was the first such overview to be compiled

in more than a century and is an indispensable contemporary source on

life in Great Britain and Ireland at the close of the Georgian era. Volume

2 examines industry, commerce and foreign trade, beginning with coal
production and consumption. Later chapters address social institutions
including parliament and local government, the courts, the established
church and other religions, and topics such as education, taxation, defence
spending, health and life expectancy, and the poor laws.
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ERRATA IN VOL. II.

Page 357. line 19. from top, for ¢ varying from 350L to 1,200L a year,” read
“ varying from SOOL to 800l a year.”

Page 360. line 238. from bottom, for ¢ Those that are also judges of the Justiciary
or Criminal Court have each an additional 500 ayear. The president or
the Court of Session has 4,400l a year; and the lord justice clerk, or
president, of the Court of Justiciary, has 4,000L a year,” — read** Those
that are, also, judges of the Justiciary or Criminal Court have each an
additional 600l a year. The president of the Court of Session has 4,3001.
a year ; and the lord justice clerk, or president of the Court of Justiciary,
has 4,000 a year, viz. 2,000L as an ordinary judge of the Court of Session,
and 2,000!, as president of the Criminal Court.”
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