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Spiritualism and Esoteric Knowledge

Magic, superstition, the occult sciences and esoteric knowledge appear
regularly in the history of ideas alongside more established academic
disciplines such as philosophy, natural history and theology. Particularly
fascinating are periods of rapid scientific advances such as the Renaissance
or the nineteenth century which also see a burgeoning of interest in the
paranormal among the educated elite. This series provides primary texts and
secondary sources for social historians and cultural anthropologists working
in these areas, and all who wish for a wider understanding of the diverse
intellectual and spiritual movements that formed a backdrop to the academic
and political achievements of their day. It ranges from works on Babylonian
and Jewish magic in the ancient world, through studies of sixteenth-century
topics such as Cornelius Agrippa and the rapid spread of Rosicrucianism, to
nineteenth-century publications by Sir Walter Scott and Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle. Subjects include astrology, mesmerism, spiritualism, theosophy,
clairvoyance, and ghost-seeing, as described both by their adherents and by
sceptics.

D. D. Home

First published in 1888, this biography relates the remarkable life of Scottish-
born medium Daniel Dunglas Home (1833-86). Descended from a long line
of reputed seers, Home was easily the most well known and sought-after of
the spiritualists of his day. Famous for his ability to levitate and communicate
with the deceased, Home carved out an illustrious career for himself,
conducting séances for Napoleon III, Elizabeth Barrett Browning (whose
husband Robert lampooned Home as ‘Mr Sludge the Medium’), Tolstoy, and
Queen Sophia of the Netherlands among others. Written by Home’s second
wife, Julie de Gloumeline, this book seeks to set the celebrated medium apart
from his contemporaries by outlining the truth and purpose behind Home’s
supernatural exploits. D. D. Home provides a fascinating and personal
insight into an enigmatic figure who, in the twenty-five years he worked as a
medium, was never exposed as a fraud.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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PROLOGUE

Ix the realm of Spirit as well as in the exact sciences, our
age demands facts that can be verified. I reproduce, in all its
authenticity, as much as possible of the testimony that has
been borne to the phenomena investigated in presence of D.
D. Home. A crowd of theories, more or less ingenious, but
none satisfactory, have been created to explain away the
facts, without explaining them in the least. The perverted
understanding which takes that which is not for the reality,
and the reality for a chimera, can alone lead men into this
singular denial of the possibility of a truth that, by their own
avowal, it would give them the greatest happiness to recog-
nise. Undoubtedly the most hideous cancer of our age is its
materialism, that, eating constantly deeper, leads men more
and more into the denial of their immortality. Spiritualism
was not regarded by Home as a fantastic or poetic reverie.
He suffered cruelly for his mission, without having any other
object in view than to give an irresistible impulse to the
consoling belief in a future life. A multitude of irrefutable
facts were demonstrated in his presence which science tested
and admitted. By sacrificing himself to every description of
research, he enabled scientific investigators to establish the
existence of forces that until his day had remained unknown;
and he founded belief in a spirit-world on those remarkable
evidences of identity that will remain the bases of the true
modern Spiritualism. No sophistry can avail to show that
the well-established and well-attested facts contained in this
work have had no existence. It will be seen how great a
number of well-known personages have investigated the sub-
ject, and have been convinced. The fact that many of these
names are now for the first time published, will prove to what
degree Home carried his consideration for others, suppress-
ing their names in order to spare them from ignorant abuse,
and tranquilly encountering the host of calumnies that were

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108025652
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-02565-2 - D. D. Home: His Life and Mission
Madame Dunglas Home

Frontmatter

More information

vi PROLOGUE.

directed against him in consequence. Where is there another
man, who, with the means in his possession of proving how
false were the assertions made concerning him, would have
thought of others, rather than of himself? There are very
féw celebrated men whose real character has been so strangely
misunderstood, and coneerning whom false reports have more
persistently been spread abroad. The extensive correspond-
ence he has left—even the small portion of it I have found
space to print—proves how blameless his life must have
been, how irreproachable his honour, and how elevated his
sentiments. No one was ever more happy in doing good, or
was more beloved. In every country persons who were not
Spiritualists pronounced his name with respect; and the
social position he occupied in the world is the best proof of
the estimation in which he was held.

Spiritualism, as demonstrated by Home, gives a serenity
of mind that death cannot destroy. The edifying proofs of
identity contained in the communications received through
him tend to change our life and modify our actions, by giving
fresh strength to love and charity. The Spiritualism which
is incapable of being investigated under scientific, or, at least,
trustworthy conditions, and confers no moral benefit, is not
Spiritualism. If tokens of spirit-identity and phenomena
established under such conditions as are described in this
volume can rarely be met with, and the truth is, in conse-
quence, derided as a fiction, this only illustrates a fact estab-
lished by the history of humanity in every age—that the
possessors of such a diversity of gifts as were bestowed on
Home are makers of epochs, Home never had the ambition to
create a sect, although nothing would have been easier to him,
For him who understood the teaching of the Saviour, there
could be no question of honour and prominence ; and the acts
of his life show that he was a Christian in the full acceptation
of the word. His aim was the propagation of Spiritualism,
especially among those who have lost the innate perception
of spiritual things, that inner light whose revelations all
Nature confirms. He sought to save us from the emptiness
of a selfish life, and to give us in this world less of suffering
and more of joy.

D. D. Home did not teach ; he proved.
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