
History
The books reissued in this series include accounts of historical events and 
movements by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, as well as landmark 
studies that assembled significant source materials or developed new 
historiographical methods. The series includes work in social, political and 
military history on a wide range of periods and regions, giving modern 
scholars ready access to influential publications of the past.

The English Peasant
Richard Heath, about whom very little is known, travelled around England 
towards the end of the nineteenth century, and wrote a series of essays on 
agricultural workers when rural life and agriculture were undergoing great 
changes. The English Peasant was published in book form in 1893. It begins 
with an outline history of peasant life, which presents a very depressing 
picture. Agricultural workers’ housing may have been picturesque but was 
primitive in the extreme, and enclosure of common land had worsened their 
lot, especially in the south and west of England. Heath gives graphic pictures 
of the conditions in which peasant families lived and worked, dwelling 
especially on the high figures for infant mortality. He was understandably 
shocked that a Christian country could let its workers live in such conditions, 
but hoped that the foundation of the National Agricultural Labourers’ Union 
in 1872 would result in improvements.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This edition first published 1893
This digitally printed version 2010

ISBN 978-1-108-02528-7 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-02528-7 - The English Peasant - Studies: Historical, Local, and Biographic
Richard Heath
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108025287
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-02528-7 - The English Peasant - Studies: Historical, Local, and Biographic
Richard Heath
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108025287
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-02528-7 - The English Peasant - Studies: Historical, Local, and Biographic
Richard Heath
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108025287
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-02528-7 - The English Peasant - Studies: Historical, Local, and Biographic
Richard Heath
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108025287
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-02528-7 - The English Peasant - Studies: Historical, Local, and Biographic
Richard Heath
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108025287
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-02528-7 - The English Peasant - Studies: Historical, Local, and Biographic
Richard Heath
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108025287
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-02528-7 - The English Peasant - Studies: Historical, Local, and Biographic
Richard Heath
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108025287
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

