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Books of enduring scholarly value

History

The books reissued in this series include accounts of historical events and
movements by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, as well as landmark
studies that assembled significant source materials or developed new
historiographical methods. The series includes work in social, political and
military history on a wide range of periods and regions, giving modern
scholars ready access to influential publications of the past.

Lucy Bettesworth

George Sturt (1863-1927) was a British wheelwright and writer who usually
wrote under the pen-name George Bourne. A native of Surrey, he inherited
his father’s workshop in the rural village of the Bourne, near Farnborough in
1894 and began to record the daily lives and recollections of his rural family
and acquaintances, which he published towards the end of his life. This
volume, first published in 1913, contains Sturt’s descriptions of characters
and traditions of the village in which he lived. Through conversations with
his gardener and labourer Fred Bettesworth and his own experiences, Sturt
vividly and sensitively describes the community, hardships, daily lives and
experiences of a variety of characters from his rural agricultural village,
including Fred’s wife Lucy Bettesworth. Written with a keen sense of the
fragile nature of this community, this volume provides a valuable record of a
now-vanished way of life.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108025270
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-02527-0 - Lucy Bettesworth
George Sturt

Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1913
This digitally printed version 2010

ISBN 978-1-108-02527-0 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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George Bourne’s Studies of English Uillage Life of ‘Co-day

CHANGE IN THE VILLAGE
THE BETTESWORTH BOOK
MEMOIRS OF A SURREY LABOURER

THIS author’s work, presenting as it does a vivid picture of
rural life, has attracted wide attention. His books are
valuable contributions to sociology, and will take a distinct
place in the history of social conditions, as recording inter-
esting evidence on matters which are of vital concern and
which demand attention.

‘¢ Books more thoughtful and more provocative of thought seldom appear.
This volume, like its predecessors, none can afford to overlook.”—Standard.

¢ The author shows the same unquestionable sympathy and insight as in his
other books, and the present book is no less interesting as a study of the new
forces abroad in England, and an attempt to gauge their drift.””—Z¢mes.

¢ Mr. Bourne’s sincere and admirable work presents, without illusion, without
distortion, without any purpose of his own to serve or any axe to grind, the life
lived by labourers and their families to-day.”’—Nation.

¢ Those who have tasted of Mr. Bourne’s charm in ‘THE BETTESWORTH
Book’ and ‘THE SURREY LABOURER,” will take up ‘CHANGE IN THE
VILLAGE ’ with lively anticipations, and will not be disappointed. The charm
lies in the true simplicity of art in the telling. Every sentence brings evidence
of the seeing eye, the responsive heart, the wisely discriminating judgment.
. Sympathetic insight of a shrewd and loving observer. Tendencies
are traced, and dying traditions are caught just in time, and while we are
tempted to look back with a wistful regret, we yet learn to turn hopefully
toward the future.”—Manchester Guardian.

““ Everyone who has read his books knows Mr. George Bourne as a man
with the power of observing keenly and thinking deeply ; a man, too, whocan
express his observations and thoughts in sound, lucid prose. . . . Should most
certainly be read by everyone interested in the conditions of life in the country.
It has, too, that good smell of the “brown old earth.’ > —Qbserver.

¢ No writer since Richard Jefferies has so felicitously described the everyday
life of the country people. His insight, his sympathy with their joys and
sorrows, his appreciation of their ideals, combined with his humour, make him
one of the few modern spirits whose work is always enjoyable.’’— Yorkshire
Post.
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LUCY BETTESWORTH
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By the Same Autbor
L=
THE BETTESWORTH BOOK
MEMOIRS OF A SURREY LABOURER
THE ASCENDING EFFORT

CHANGE IN THE VILLAGE

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108025270
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-02527-0 - Lucy Bettesworth
George Sturt

Frontmatter

More information

LUCY BETTESWORTH

BY

GEORGE BOURNE

LONDON: DUCKWORTH & CO.
HENRIETTA STREET, COVENT GARDEN

1913
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Published 1913
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TO
FRANK CORRIE
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NOTE

THE majority of the papers collected in this volume
appeared in serial form some years ago, and are now
reprinted with the consent of Messrs. Macmillan and
Co., Mr. Reginald Page, and the Editors of Black-
wood’s Magazine, the Cornhill Magazine, Country Life
and The Forum.

With a view to clearing up my material relating
to Bettesworth, I have included here a few ‘ odds
and ends” which, for one reason or another, were
omitted from the two books dealing with him.
There will be nothing further to be told about
Bettesworth, for the few notes of his talk that are
still left on my hands are so personal to people still

living as to be quite unsuitable for publication,

GEORGE BOURNE.
January, 1913.
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