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The books reissued in this series include accounts of historical events and
movements by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, as well as landmark
studies that assembled significant source materials or developed new
historiographical methods. The series includes work in social, political and
military history on a wide range of periods and regions, giving modern
scholars ready access to influential publications of the past.

The Life of William Wilberforce

William Wilberforce (1759-1833) was a politician, philanthropist and
evangelical Christian, now best known for his work to end the slave trade.
Elected to Parliament in 1780, he campaigned unsuccessfully for penal and
electoral reform. In 1787, at the encouragement of his friend William Pitt, he
took up the cause of abolition at Westminster and lobbied influential people
tirelessly, but humanitarian and ethical arguments were slow to overcome

the economic interests of those who had made fortunes from the slave trade
or the use of slave labour. It was not until 1807 that the Abolition Bill (which
applied only to British practitioners of the slave trade) was finally passed.
Wilberforce continued his work for the emancipation of slaves (not achieved
until 1833, just days before his death), and also campaigned for religious
liberty until ill-health led to his withdrawal from public life. This biography,
based on his own writings, was published by two of his sons in 1838, but sheds
more light on religious than on political aspects of his life. Their version of the
campaign for abolition was contested by Thomas Clarkson, who believed they
had diminished his involvement to increase their father’s identification with
the cause. Volume 1 covers the period from his birth until 1792.
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books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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Happy is the state
In which ye, father, here do dwell at ease,
Leading a life so free and fortunate
From all the tempests of these worldly seas.
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PREFACE.

Tae materials of the following Work are drawn

principally from five sources :

1. Manuscript books, or detached sheets ; the
earliest bearing date 1783, the latest 1833, in
which Mr. Wilberforce was accustomed to note
down daily occurrences. These will be found
referred to under the head of « Diary.”

2. A similar set, begun in 1785, and ended in
1818, devoted exclusively to religious reflections,
and intended merely as a register of his internal

state. These, the work principally of Sundays
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vl PREFACE.

and other intervals of leisure, are here designated

« Journal.”

In these records he seems to have had no ob-
ject except to give greater regularity and fixed-
ness to his own mind. Those of earlier date
bear upon them an order for their destruction,
which it was only within the last years of his
life that he so far recalled as to desire them to
be submitted with his other papers to the judg-
ment of his nearest relatives. Perhaps he was
himself scarcely aware of the value of the docu-
ments which he was thus laying open, for though
he had upon succeeding birth-days, and other
times of more especial self-examination, referred
to his Journal, yet the Diary seems in general
never again to have met his eye; and much of
it, dispersed indiscriminately and without date
among his numerous papers, was wholly inac-

cessible.

When, on Mr. Wilberforce’s decease, these
stores were unexpectedly committed to the
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PREFACE. vil

writers, their first feeling was an unwillingness
to expose to the public gaze what was so plainly
of a confidential character. < A life which is
worth reading,” was the pointed saying of Mack-
intosh, ¢ ought never to have been written.”
But there are some characters fitted to exert so
permanent an influence, and so clearly marked
as examples to mankind, that in their case pri-
vate delicacy yields to public good. Whether
the present is one of these excepted instances,

the readers of the following work must decide.

3. In noticing the private Correspondence
which makes part of these volumes, the writers
feel pleasure in warmly expressing their thanks
to the many friends who have kindly supplied
them with materials of the utmost value. Their
first impression was to express here their ob-
ligation to the several contributors of letters
nominatim ; but the list swelled under their
hands to such an inconvenient bulk that they
reluctantly resorted to this briefer, but far less

expressive, declaration of their thanks.
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4. The MS. Memoranda referred to in the
following pages were notes dictated late in life
by Mr. Wilberforce. He was often urged by
his family and friends to draw up for their in-
struction some record of his ¢ Life and Times.”
From this task he was withheld in great measure
by his unwillingness to express those censures
which he could not have properly withheld.
“ When I assume the office of a biographer, I
virtually contract an engagement to give a fair
account as far as I am able of the character of

the individual in question, and this has more
than once prevented me from writing the lives of
persons whom I have highly respected and
loved, but in whose instances there were reasons
why a fair statement of the whole of their cha-
racters could not be made without probable vio-
lence to the feelings of survivors.”* From
this rule he so far swerved, as in intervals of
occasional leisure, chiefly when travelling, to

record the incidents of his childhood, and a few

* Con. Mem.
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PREFACE. 1x

interesting passages of his riper age. Specimens
of these detached papers, with some other un-
finished pieces, form an Appendix to the two first

volumes.

5. Mr. Wilberforce’s conversation would have
afforded abundant materials to any one who had
made it his object to provide for the public
amusement. An infinite fund of anecdote, an
unvarying fertility of wit, a constant readiness
to be pleased and give pleasure, were its most
familiar characteristics. But no such thoughts
tainted the domestic intercourse which gladdened
his family. ¢ He was a burning and a shining
light, and they were willing for a season to re-
joice in that light.”  Occasionally some thought
or anecdote which dropped from him was re-
corded for its own sake, and with no conception
of its present employment ; while many sayings,
deeply impressed on the memory of those who
heard them, have been brought out by the pe-
rusal of his papers. These various recollections,

increased by some valuable contributions from

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108025058
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-02505-8 - The Life of William Wilberforce, Volume 1
Edited by Robert Isaac Wilberforce and Samuel Wilberforce
Frontmatter

More information

X PREFACE.

two friends especially, are here referred to as

« Conversational Memoranda.”

Some further matter of the same sort it is
intended to publish in a separate form ; and for
this purpose, as well as for the completion of a
volume of Correspondence, which is already in
preparation and will be found to be occasionally
referred to in the following pages, the assistance
of those who have original materials in their

hands is invited.
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