Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-02499-0 - A Letter on the Abolition of the Slave Trade
William Wilberforce

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE LIBRARY COLLECTION

Books of enduring scholarly value

History

The books reissued in this series include accounts of historical events and
movements by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, as well as landmark
studies that assembled significant source materials or developed new
historiographical methods. The series includes work in social, political and
military history on a wide range of periods and regions, giving modern
scholars ready access to influential publications of the past.

A Letter on the Abolition of the Slave Trade

William Wilberforce (1759-1833) was a politician, philanthropist and
evangelical Christian, now best known for his work to end the slave trade.
Elected to Parliament in 1780, he campaigned unsuccessfully for penal and
electoral reform. In 1787, at the encouragement of William Pitt, he took

up the cause of abolition at Westminster, but humanitarian and ethical
arguments were slow to overcome the economic interests of those who had
made fortunes from the slave trade or the use of slave labour. It was not

until 1807 that the Abolition Bill was finally passed: shortly beforehand,
Wilberforce had published this Letter to his constituents, justifying his
preoccupation with abolition against claims that he was neglecting their local
interests at Westminster, and setting out all his arguments against the slave
trade. It is followed by his 1814 letter to Talleyrand, calling for a Europe-wide
ban of the trade.
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books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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A LETTER

THE ABOLITION

OF THE

SLAVE TRADE;

ADDRESSED TO THE

FREEHOLDERS AND OTHER INHABITANTS
OF

YORKSHIRE.

———

By W. WILBERFORCE, Esm

——

« There is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircums-
cision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but CarisT
is all, and in all. Put on therefore bowels of mercies,
kindness,” &c¢.~CoL. iii. 11. 12.

# Gop hath made of one blood all nations of men, for to dwell
on all the face of the earth,”—AcTs xvii. 26,

LONDON:
Printed by Luke Hansard & Sons,
FOR T.CADELL AND W. DAVIES, STRAND; A4uxd,
J. HATCHARD, PICCADILLY.

1807.
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