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For centuries, scripture and theology were the focus of prodigious amounts
of scholarship and publishing, dominated in the English-speaking world
by the work of Protestant Christians. Enlightenment philosophy and
science, anthropology, ethnology and the colonial experience all brought
new perspectives, lively debates and heated controversies to the study of
religion and its role in the world, many of which continue to this day. This
series explores the editing and interpretation of religious texts, the history of
religious ideas and institutions, and not least the encounter between religion
and science.

The New Testament in Greek

FH.A. Scrivener (1813-91) was educated at Trinity College, Cambridge, and
published a variety of works of New Testament scholarship while working

as a clergyman and headmaster. In an age when previously unknown
manuscript fragments of New Testament texts were being discovered, his
skills as a transcriber and collator of these texts were greatly respected. This
volume, first published in 1881, is an edition of the Greek text underlying
the Revised Version of the New Testament, also published in 1881. It seeks
to provide scholars with both a faithful version of the text as it was used by
the translators of the Authorized Version, and also extensive notes listing
the changes in readings made for the Revised Version, giving the reader

a fuller picture of the evolution of the translation. A valuable resource for
understanding the version of the Bible used for four centuries in the English-
speaking world.
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importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108024723
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-02472-3 - The New Testament in Greek
Edited by F. H. A. Scrivener

Frontmatter

More information

The New Testament
in Greek

According to the Text Followed in the
Authorised Version Together With the
Variations Adopted in the Revised Version

EpiTep BY FFH.A. SCRIVENER

55 CAMBRIDGE

9 UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108024723
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-02472-3 - The New Testament in Greek
Edited by F. H. A. Scrivener

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore,
Sdo Paolo, Delhi, Dubai, Tokyo, Mexico City

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108024723

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2010

This edition first published 1949
This digitally printed version 2010

ISBN 978-1-108-02472-3 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108024723
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-02472-3 - The New Testament in Greek
Edited by F. H. A. Scrivener

Frontmatter

More information

THE NEW TESTAMENT

IN GREEK

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108024723
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-02472-3 - The New Testament in Greek
Edited by F. H. A. Scrivener

Frontmatter

More information

THE NEW TESTAMENT

IN GREEK

ACCORDING TO THE TEXT FOLLOWED IN

THE AUTHORISED VERSION TOGETHER

WITH THE VARIATIONS ADOPTED IN
THE REVISED VERSION

EDITED BY

F. H. A. SCRIVENER, M.A,, D.CL, LL.D.

CAMBRIDGE:
AT THE UNIVERSITY PRESS
1949

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108024723
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-02472-3 - The New Testament in Greek
Edited by F. H. A. Scrivener

Frontmatter

More information

PUBLISHED BY
THE SYNDICS OF THE CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

London Office: Bentley House, N.w. 1
American Branch: New York

Agents for Canada, India, and Pakistan: Macmillan

First printed in Great Britain at the University Press, Cambridge

Reprinted by offset-litho
by Percy Lund Humphries & Co. Ltd

First edition 1881
Reprinted 1881 (twice
1883
1884
1886
18go
1908
1949

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108024723
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-02472-3 - The New Testament in Greek
Edited by F. H. A. Scrivener

Frontmatter

More information

PREFACE.

THE special design of this volume is to place
clearly before the reader the variations from the
Greek text represented by the Authorised Version
of the New Testament which have been embodied
in the Revised Version. One of the Rules laid
down for the guidance of the Revisers by a Com-
mittee appointed by the Convocation of Canterbury
was to the effect “that, when the Text adopted
“differs from that from which the Authorised
“Version was made, the alteration be indicated
“in the margin.” As it was found that a literal
observance of this direction would often crowd and
obscure the margin of the Revised Version, the
Revisers judged that its purpose might be better
carried out in another manner. They therefore
communicated to the Oxford and Cambridge Uni-
versity Presses a full and carefully corrected list of
the readings adopted which are at variance with
the readings  presumed to underlie the Authorised
«Version,” in order that they might be published

a3
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vi PREFACE.

independently in some shape or other. The Uni-
versity Presses have accordingly undertaken to
print them in connexion with complete Greek
texts of the New Testament. The responsibility
of the Revisers does not of course extend beyond
the list which they have furnished.

The form here chosen has been thought by the
Syndics of the Cambridge University Press to be
at once the most convenient in itself, and the best
fitted for giving a true representation of the Re-
visers’ work. In their Preface the Revisers explain
that it did not fall within their province to con-
struct a continuous and complete Greek text.
Wherever a variation in the Greck was of such a
nature that it could properly affect the English
rendering, they had to decide between the com-
peting readings: but in most other cases they
refrained from spending time on work not needed
for the purposes of an English translation. It was
therefore impossible to print a continuous Greek
text which should include the readings certified
as adopted by the Revisers, without borrowing all
the intervening portions from some printed text
which had not undergone their revision, and in
which, to judge by analogy, they would doubtless
have found many readings to disapprove. It is
true that all variations in this unrevised part of
the text must from the nature of the case be com-
paratively unimportant: but they include many
differences of order and grammatical form expres-
sive of shades and modifications of meaning which
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PREFACE. vii

no careful reader would neglect in studying the
Greek original. The Cambridge Press has there-
fore judged it best to set the readings actually
adopted by the Revisers at the foot of the page,
and to keep the continuous text consistent through-
out by making it so far as was possible uniformly
representative of the Authorised Version. The
publication of an edition formed on this plan ap-
peared to be all the more desirable, inasmuch as
the Authorised Version was not a translation of
any one Greek text then in existence, and no
Greek text intended to reproduce in any way the
original of the Authorised Version has ever been
printed.

In considering what text had the best right to
be regarded as “the text presumed to underlie the
“ Authorised Version,” it was necessary to take into
account the composite nature of the Authorised
Version, as due to successive revisions of Tyndale’s
translation. Tyndale himself followed the second
and third editions of Erasmus’s Greek text (1519,
1522). In the revisions of his translation previous
to 1611 a partial use was made of other texts; of
which ultimately the most influential were the
various editions of Beza from 1560 to 1598, if indeed
his Latin version of 1556 should not be included.
Between 1598 and 1611 no important edition ap-
peared; so that Beza’s fifth and last text of 1598
was more likely than any other to be in the hands
of King James’s revisers, and to be accepted by
them as the best standard within their reach. It
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viii PREFACE.

is moreover found on comparison to agree more
closely with the Authorised Version than any other
Greek text; and accordingly it has been adopted
by the Cambridge Press as the primary authority.
There are however many places in which the
Authorised Version is at variance with Beza’s text;
chiefly because it retains language inherited from
Tyndale or his successors, which had been founded
on the text of other Greek editions. In these cases
it is often doubtful how far the revisers of 1611 de-
liberately preferred a different Greek reading ; for
their attention was not specially directed to textual
variations, and they might not have thought it neces-
sary to weed out every rendering inconsistent with
Beza’s text, which might linger among the older
and unchanged portions of the version. On the
other hand some of the readings followed, though
discrepant from Beza’s text, may have seemed to be
in a manner sanctioned by him, as he had spoken
favourably of them in his notes; and others may
have been adopted on independent grounds. These
uncertainties do not however affect the present edi-
tion, in which the different elements that actually
make up the Greek basis of the Authorised Ver-
sion have an equal right to find a place. Wherever
therefore the Authorised renderings agree with other
Greek readings which might naturally be known
through printed editions to the revisers of 1611 or
their predecessors, Beza’s reading has been dis-
placed from the text in favour of the more truly re-
presentative reading, the variation from Beza being
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PREFACE. X

indicated by *. It was manifestly necessary to
accept only Greek authority, though in some places
the Authorised Version corresponds but loosely
with any form of the Greek original, while it
exactly follows the Latin Vulgate. All variations
from Beza’s text of 1598, in number about 190, are
set down in an Appendix at the end of the
volume, together with the authorities on which
they respectively rest, .
Wherever a Greek reading adopted for the
Revised Version differs from the presumed Greek
original of the Authorised Version, the reading
which it is intended to displace is printed in the
text in a thicker type, with a numerical reference
to the reading substituted by the Revisers, which
bears the same numeral at the foot of the pages.
Alternative readings are given in the margin by the
Revisers in places “in which, for the present, it
“would not” in their judgement “be safe to accept
“one reading to the absolute exclusion of others,”
provided that the differences seemed to be of
sufficient interest or importance to deserve notice.
These alternative readings, which are more than 400
in number, are distinguished by the notation Mazg.
or marg. In the Revised Version itself the mar-
ginal notes in which a secondary authority is thus
given to readings not adopted in the text almost
always take the form of statements of evidence,
and the amount of evidence in each instance is to
a certain extent specified in general terms. No
attempt however has in most cases been made to
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X PREFACE.

express differences in the nature or the amount of
this authority in the record of marginal readings
at the foot of the page. For such details the
reader will naturally turn to the margin of the
Revised Version itself.

The punctuation has proved a source of much
anxiety. The Authorised Version as it was origin-
ally printed in 1611, rather than as it appears in
any later edition, has been taken as a primary
guide. Exact reproduction of the English punctu-
ation in the Greek text was however precluded by
the differences of grammatical structure between
the two languages. It was moreover desirable to
punctuate in a manner not inconsistent with the
punctuation of the Revised Version, wherever this
could be done without inconvenience, as punctua-
tion does not strictly belong to textual variation.
Where however the difference of punctuation
between the two Versions is incompatible with
identical punctuation in the Greek, the stops proper
for the Authorised Version are given in the text,
with a numerical reference, without change of type,
to the other method set forth in the foot-notes.
Mere changes in punctuation, not consequent on
change of reading, are discriminated from the rest
by being set within marks of parenthesis ( ) at the
foot of the page. The notes that thus refer ex-
clusively to stops are about 157.

The paragraphs into which the body of the
Greek text is here divided are those of the Revised
Version, the numerals relating to chapters and
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PREFACE, xi

verses being banished to the margin. The marks
which indicate the beginning of paragraphs in the
Authorised Version do not seem to have been
inserted with much care, and cease altogether
after Acts xx. 36: nor would it have been expe-
dient to create paragraphs in accordance with the
traditional chapters. Manifest errors of the press,
which often occur in Beza's New Testament of
1598, have been silently corrected. In all other
respects not mentioned already that standard has
been closely abided by, save only that, in accord-
ance with modern usage, the recitative é7¢ has
not been represented as part of the speech or
quotation which it introduces, and the aspirated
forms airod, avrd, avtéy, &c. have been discarded.
In a very few words (e.g. papyaptrat) the more
recent and proper accentuation has been followed.
Lastly, where Beza has been inconsistent, the form
which appeared the better of the two has been
retained consistently : as wpddiios not vpddieos,
ovkére not ovk €ri, éfavtis not é¢ avrys, va T( not
tvati, but Ta viv not Taviv, dia mavros not 8ia-
wavTos, ToOr &oTi not TouvréaTe.

TTACATPAPHOEOTINEYCTOCKAIQPEAIMOC,

F. H. A. S.

Christmas, 1880.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108024723
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org



