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Present State of the Spanish Colonies

William Walton (?1783-1857) was British agent at Santo Domingo (Haiti),
one of the two states on the island of Hispaniola, over which the British

had briefly fought with the French before it proclaimed its independence in
1804. Returning to England in 1809 he began to write on Spanish and South
American affairs. This work was published in two volumes in 1810. Volume 2
examines the Spanish settlements on the American mainland, in California,
Texas, Mexico and particularly in South America. Walton first considers

the administration, civil and ecclesiastical, of these colonies. He discusses
the origins of the native peoples, and the impact on them of colonisation
and conversion; having studied their culture in depth, he believed that in
some respects they were more advanced than Europeans. He then discusses
the Spanish and Creole inhabitants of South America, and its climate and
resources and their use. Walton’s object was to encourage the growth of trade
between Britain and the region.
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reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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