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William Walton (?1783-1857) was British agent at Santo Domingo (Haiti),
one of the two states on the island of Hispaniola, over which the British

had briefly fought with the French before it proclaimed its independence in
1804. Returning to England in 1809 he began to write on Spanish and South
American affairs. This work was published in two volumes in 1810. Volume
1 deals with Hispaniola, which was settled by both the Spanish and French,
and officially divided in 1697. Haiti was now independent, but the other part
(now the Dominican Republic) remained under Spanish control until 1821.
Walton discusses the history and geography of the island, and particularly
the natural resources and wildlife. The rebellion of Haiti had seriously
damaged the economy, which had been thriving, and more successfully
exploiting the island’s resources than the larger Spanish colony. Walton’s
object was to encourage the growth of trade between Britain and the region.
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PREFACE.

Tue precipitation with which the following sheets
are put to press, will, it is hoped, be admitted
as some excuse for any want of classification and
orderly arrangement, that may be occasionally
observed in the course of the narrative. The
work was commenced on a sick and boisterous
voyage across the ocean, and was completed
amidst other weightier occupations, and, during
intervals, in a great measure stolen from the
social intercourse of the author with relations
and friends, from whom he had been separated
from his childhood. Tt was thought, however,
that if it couild be deemed to contain any in-
formation of interest or importance, its value
would necessarily be diminished by delay of pub-
lication, at a time when the public mind seemed
to be, in a particular manner, drawn to the new
world, and seeking especially to extend its hitherto
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vi PREFACE.

imperfect knowledge of the Spanish Settlemeuts
in that quarter,

It having fallen to the lot of the author to visit,
early in life, the pcople and countries of which
he here attempts a faint delineation, he had
formed the design of putting his researches
together at some future period, in a large and
general description of the Spanish Colonies, and
had, with that view, collected a variety of ma-
terials relating both to the Spanish Islands and
the shores of the Continent, from La Vela to
the Oronoko, which have been, during the Jast
war, the most accessible to foreigners. From
his intercourse with Spanish officers, and with
the literati of the country, he had been enabled
to obtain the documents which were necessary
to form the groundwork of such an undertaking;
and he had, besides, compiled much relating
to the same subject, during a long residence
in Spain, where he had been favoured with
access to the best libraries, and furnished with
communications from several persons who had
resided in official situations in the Spanish In-
dies. Happening, however, to be among the
first of those who were taken by the French,
at the breaking out of the contest in Hispahola,

many of these papers were then unfortunatcly
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PREFACE. vii

lost, and, to complete his calamity, the remainder
perished on board his Majesty’s ship the Lark,
which had conveyed part of the British troops
from Jamaica to the siege of the city of Santo
Domingo, and foundered in the month of Au-
gust, 1809, during one of those dreadful hurri-
canes, which sometimes sweep the West India
seas, Thus deprived of what he had collected
during the course of seven years application and
labour, the author is now left with little else,
than the traces of his memory to recur to for
his guidance, and he therefore wishes to be con-
sidered as bringing forward the present publica-
tion, rather as an essay, than as a complete
treatise on the important subject to which it re-
lates.

The discovery and colonization of distant re-
gions, having been rendered subservient to the
best and most valuable purposes of homan life,
by the intercourse and exchange which have been
established between them, the description of such
countries becomes a pleasing theme to the youth.
ful mind; while it conveys instruction to the
traveller or navigator, who may visit them for
the purposes of research, of business, or of plea-
sure. Respecting the Spanish Settlements, we

were in the greatest want of information; what
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viii PREFACE.

we had, being derived from their own authors,
who wrote soon after the discoveries of Columbus,
and whose works, from two centuries inter-
vening, are now become obsolete; or else from
the French literati, who have Jately visited their
shores.

It may, perhaps, be thought that some parts of
the second volume ,are anticipated by what others
have lately written on the same subjects; but
it ought also, in candour, to be considered, that
the same sources of information were open to
the anrhor, and were actually explored by him
about the same time. Reference is here made
chiefly to Depons’ work on the Caraccas. Where,
however, the author’s personal observation could
not direct him, he has, without scruple, availed
himself of the best authorities, to which be could
procure access. While he has endeavoured to
divest his narrative of cumberous minutie, he
has been ambitious of inserting whatever he has
been able to discover of a curious, interesting,
and instructive nature, in order to throw as
much light as he could, on the transatlantic
possessions of Spain, and their relative situa-
tion to the mother country. This candid
avowal of his sentiments and views, he humbly

submits to the consideration of the public, so.
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PREFACE. ix

licitous to obtain for them its indulgent patronage :
which he does with the greater confidence, from
the consciousness that he is actuated by no other
wish, than to be of some utility to the community

at large.

Bristol,
Sept. 1, 1810.
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