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Born in Jamaica, Robert Charles Dallas (1754-1824) was a prolific author in
a variety of genres, dedicating all of his work to ‘the defence of society and
reason against Jacobinism and confusion, having been forced to leave his
residence in France by the Revolution. Despite ‘an ardent tendency in my
heart to disapprove the slave-trade, The History of the Maroons, published in
1803, offered a qualified acceptance of the institution of slavery in a fallen
world, and addressed criticisms of planters’ behaviour and the government’s
conduct against the rebellious Jamaican Maroons - runaway slaves who
formed their own communities in the West Indies. They settled the
mountainous inland areas of Jamaica and resisted assimilation by the British;
two Maroon Wars were fought in the eighteenth century. They were deported
by the British to Canada and then to Sierra Leone, but many returned to
Jamaica, where they remain.
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TO THE HONOURABLE

WILLIAM DAWES QUARRELL,

OF HIS MAJESTY’S PRIVY COUNCIL OF THE

ISLAND OF JAMAICA.

My prar Sig,

Detpicarions, in my opinion,
fhould be devoted to the gratifica-
tion of an author’s feelings ; either
as marks of private affe@ion, or
as tributes to public merit. When
I have an opportunity of combining
both thefe obje&s, I cannot confent
to forego it. Your defire that I
fhould, for the advantage of the

A2 work,
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( iv )
work, infcribe it to fome perfon
in this country of greater influence
than yourfelf, does you more
honour than can be derived from
a dedication; but as I have all
the honour of it in view for myfelf,
I know not how better to fecure
it, than by prefixing to thefe
volumes the name of one whofe
exertions have been publicly ac-
knowledged to have faved his
country, and whofe friendfhip for
myfelf has outlived the united at-
tacks of time, abfence, and adver-

fity.

Your having had {o important

a fhare in the tranfadtions I relate,

and
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( v )
and your having furnifhed me with
{o large a portion of my materials,
are additional reafons for my re-
quefting your acceptance of a work,
which without your affiftance and
encouragement would never have

appeared.

I am, my dear Sir,
With the higheft efteem,
And warmeft affection,
Your fincere friend,

R. C. DALLAS.

London,
March 1}, 1803,

A3
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PREFACE

Tur magnitude of the obje&ts which
have engaged the attention of the world
during the laft thirteen years; the revolu-
tion of empires, the deftru&ion of flates,
the extin&ion of whole clafles of men, the
alteration of eftablithed cuftoms, the facri-
fice of millions of lives, the general con-
vulfions throughout the earth, the terrific
though unavailing ambition of groveling
upftarts, the unnatural policy and feeble
efforts of the moft powerful governments,
the wonderful exploits of Britith arms in
every quarter of the globe; the return of
France to abfolute authority, and the extra~
ordinary feats and good fortune of the man
who, big with the intent of Cefar crofling
the Rubicon at the head of the flower of
the Roman armies, croffed the Mediter
ranean without a foldier, and feized upon
the empire ; have accuftomed the minds of
men to gigantic contemplations. We have

Vor. L 2 feen
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(i)

feen a pious and beneficent monarch
perith on a f{caffold ; another, virtuous,
ardent, and heroic, publicly affaflinated;
a third, privately put to death; a fourth
and fifth, chafed from their capitals ; and a
fovercign Pontiff torn from St. Peter’s
chair, hurried into foreign lands, and dying
in captivity ; a Queen, bereft of her crown,
thruft in tatters into a common jail amongft
the vileft of criminals, kept awhile alive
on the forrieft food, and at laft, with an
heroic firmnets becoming a Queen, yielding
her life to the public infirument of exe-
cution. 'We have feen a chain of oppofed
armies extending from the north to the
fouth of Europe ; the navy of a {fmall ifland
blockading all the ports of all the maritime
powers ; a.Ruflian ifluing from his frozen
region, chaling viGtorious armies before
him through ltaly, and fcowering the Alps;
and an Englithman blowing up navies, one
after the other, beneath the line and at the
pole; in fine, we have feen all the paflions
in a tempeft, and nature herfelf ftruggling
againft the chaos which threatened her
very exiftence. But the contemplation of
flupendous objes, far from difqualifying

the

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108024143
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-02414-3 - The History of the Maroons, Volume 1
Robert Charles Dallas

Frontmatter

More information

the mind for the relith of lefs extenfive
views, heightens its fatisfaltion in them,
as the eye, after poring over the unbounded
expanfe of the ocean, is relieved and de-
lighted by a ftreamlet and a dell. Encou.
raged by this reflexion, I undertook, at the
requeft of a friend, to write the hiftory of a
fhort war, carried on by the government in
Jamaica, againft the body of black people
called Maroons, long eftablithed in the in-
terior of that ifland ; a fubje& I the more
readily adopted, not only on account of its
uncommon nature, but becaufe the refult of
the contelt was of great importance to the
colony. My tafk, however, would have
been very brief and incomplete, had I con-
tined myfelf to the events of the war; a
war in which ambition, aggrandizement,
and the ufual incentives to hoftility, had no
part ; but which originated in private re-
fentment on one fide, and was profecuted
on the other from the neceflity of fettling
the internal fecurity of the country: I
have, therefore, thought it proper to extend
my plan, by including in it the whole hif-
tory of the Maroons, the expedition to
Cuba for the purpofe of obtaining Spanifh

az chafleurs,
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(v )
chaffeurs, and an account of the ftate of
Jamaica fince the French revolution, by
which I hope the whole fubject has been
placed in a clearer and more interefting

light.

When I fay that it is of an uncommon
nature, I am not ignorant of the notice
that was taken of it in parliament, nor of
the account given by Mr. Edwards ; but it
does not appear to have been underftood
or detailed. Far be it from me to fpeak
lightly of the works of Mr. Edwards; I
fhall only obferve here, that 1 have been
able to derive little or no affiftance from
the curfory narrative publithed by him in
the year 1796. Confulting it, as incumbent
upon me, I found very few of the particu-
lars which I purpofed to detail; and faw,
with fome pain, that in thofe few, my in-
formation did not concur with his: a cir-
cumftance that renders it doubly neceflary
for me to ftate the authorities on which the
following pages are founded. The gentle-
man, to whom I have dedicated the work,
and who was indeed the friend that fug-
gefted it, is the chief fource of my inform-

ation ;
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( v)
ation; an authority that will have full
weight when it is known that he ferved in
the Maroon war ; that he was the commif~
fioner fent to Cuba for the Spanith chafleurs;
and afterwards the commiflary entrufted
with the removal of the Maroons from
Jamaica to Nova Scotia, where he remained
fome time with them ; that he has a confi-
derable property in Jamaica, where he was
a member of the Houle of Affembly at the
time of the war, and is now a member of
the Council. The converfations I had with
this gentleman, convinced me that the
fubje& would be highly interefting to the
public; and I found it a duty, as well as a
pleafure, to comply with his defire. To
make myfelf mafter of the fubje&, I not
only repeatedly talked with him upon it,
but I requefted and obtained copious notes ;
and I wrote the greater part of the book
while we were under the fame roof. The
notes were fo full, that I wifhed him to
arrange and publifh them under his own
name ; but to thishe was averfe, and I there-
fore undertook the tatk. While, however, I
fortify myfelf with his authority and friend-

thip, I muft not leave him expofed to any
ad cenfure
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( vi)

cenfure for my defeCts or apinions. For
the language, obfervations, and reafonings
I have to anfwer ; though, of the two laft,
I own I have adopted much from him. Mr.
Quarrell was indeed but too fcrupuloufly
anxious not to be perfonally made promi-
nent : he requefted, where it was neceflary
to {peak of him, to be mentioned as com-~
miflioner or agent, and forced me to draw
my pen through paffages which he thought
complimentary, and fome of which, fince
his departure from England, I have refto-
red.

After the manufcript was fent to the
prefs, it was my good fortune to be intro.
duced to Mr. Robertfon, who had juft
arrived from Jamaica for the purpofe of
publifhing the highly finifhed maps of that
ifland which he had completed under the
patronage of the Affembly of the coun-
try. Thefe maps are now in the hands
of the engraver, Mr. Neil, and are ac-
knowledged by all acquainted with Ja-
maica, to whom they have been fhown, to
be not only of very fuperior execution, but
of ftriking accuracy. I had been furnifhed

by
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( vii )
by Mr. Quarrell with a fmall (ketch of the
feat of the laft Maroon war, which he had
himfelf penciled from imagination : this I
fhowed to Mr. Robertfon, who was highly
pleafed with the powers of recolletion it
difplayed; but, having minutely furveyed
the {pot, as will be feen on his large maps,
he kindly undertook to draw a precife plan
of it, with which my readers cannot but
be highly gratified. Nor is this the only
obligation I am under to Mr. Robertfon ;
who, having {erved as an officer in the Ma-
roon war, enabled me to extend my detail
of the events in which he perfonally fhared,
and who alfo favoured e with a journal
written by Dr. Tate, of the laft expedition
into the woods with the Spanifh chafleurs,
which terminated the war,

Clear and certain as are thefe fources, I
have not confined myfelf to them, but have
always had recourfe to the aéls of the Le-
giflature, and to the journals of the Houfe
of Afembly for whatever they contain re-
lative to my fubje@. If any paffage implies
information that could be gained only from
the Maroons themfelves, let it be remem-

a4 bered,
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( wiii )

bered, that for more than two years the
commiffary who went with them to Hali-
fax in Nova Scotia, had frequent opportu-
nities of converfing with them, of obferving
their charaer, and of judging of the truth
of their affertions. If I have not caught
the zeal of Edwards, in painting thefe
people as tygers ; if I own that I have read
of more favage cafts, and that I have known
fome diftinguithed by complexions lefs
dingy, more barbarous; and if I allow
them the portion of defert which appears
to me their due ; I truft I fhall not there-
fore be mifunderftood, and proclaimed the
apologift of their rebellion: my opinion
refpedting it is fully ftated at the conclufion
of the fifth letter. Having formerly refided
fome years in the ifland of Jamaica, the
fubje&s of this work are far from being new
to me: and, with the affiftance that has
been afforded me, 1 flatter myfelf that I
may, with confidence, lay it before the
public. It is of the execution alone ¥ am
difident. 'The reader, who has been accuf-
tomed to the pure di&ion of a Robertfon,
and the energytic ftyle of a Gibbon, be-
comes nice in the language of hiftory;

whoevey
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whoever pretends to tread their paths,
thould remember their powers, and fully
weigh his own: therefore, although my
tafk is of an hiftorical nature, I was ready
to perfuade myfelf that it was one that did
not require all the dignity of hiftory, and I
was glad to take fhelter under the eafe and
familiarity of epiftolary writing.

To render the work complete, T have
prefixed a general hiftory of Jamaica, pre-
vious to the period of the French revolution ;
and I have thrown into an appendix, {uch
papers as I thought neceflary for elucida-
tion. The fuccin& account of Jamaica
prior to the revolution it was my intention
to have compiled from the beft authorities,
while the body of the work was going
through the prefs; but, being vifited by
Providence with an afflition that {ufpended
my application, and rendered me for a con-
fiderable time unable to purfue my work,
I requefted a friend, to whofe {ympathy and
kind attentions I am indebted for much
confolation, to undertake the previous hif-
tory. He has compofed it with a {pirit
that is only equalled by the ardour of his

kindnefs,
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kindnefs. To give a general knowledge of
the country to which the fubje&ts of thefe
volumes relate, was the obje in view;
and this he has accomplifhed at once fo
concifely yet fo completely, fo elegantly
yet {o fimply, that I am highly gratified in
thinking the reader will have gained by my
having transferred the compofition of it to
the pen of Mr. Cutting™*.

There is fomething in the explanatory
nature of a preface which occafionally calls
upon a writer to mention himfelf to the
reader : this is expeted, and for this he
is forgiven. But I have in the body
of the work been led to admit a pal-
fage which, though totally irrelevant, my
feelings would not allow me to feparate
from the points relative to my fubje&. I
allude to a letter, which will be found in
the following pages, and which I received
from the Bifhop of Meaux, in anfwer to
one I wrote to him refpe&ing the propa-
gation of Chriftianity among the negroes
by the French miflionaries. I was too
much gratified with the beginning of his

* John Browne Cutting Lfq. of Bofton, in America..
letter
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letter to omit it; but, though I am fenfible
of the egotifm, I will not beg pardon of my
readers, left I fhould happen to offend by
an affeCtation of extenuating what a feeling
mind may think ftands in no need of par-
don. Proud of the friendthip of the Bithop
of Meaux, I withed much to {peak of him
in my preface, and to exprefs the fenti-
ments with which he has infpired me; but
he has forbidden me to indulge the with:
“ If you mention thefe circumftances,”’
fays he, “ fpeak little of me, except to
make it known that I am your friend;
give me no other praife:” thus delicately
gratifying my feelings, while he fhuns even
the legitimate enjoyment of a tribute due
to him. In obeying his injun&tion, hew-
ever, [ have a delight in ebferving, that the
letter itfelf difplays the fpirit and charaCter
of the writer more forcibly than could the
warmeft language of my pen.

It is well known to my friends, that I
early profefled my abhorrence of the cruel-
ties attendant upon the ftate of flavery, and
of flavery itfelf, as it appeared to me in my

youth. Left the tendency of my fentiments
in
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in thefe volumes fhould expofe me to the
charge of inconfiftency, I beg leave to
obferve, that it is not my opinions but
things that are changed ; I am ftill an ene-
my to cruelty. Previous to the French
revolution, I was an enthufiaft for freedom,
but I very foon after learned to fubftitute
the words happinefs and order, for liberty
and right. The former are unequivocal and
proceed from God; the latter are ambi-
guous, and too often become means in the
hands of the devil and his agents.

Throughout the work, but particularly in
the laft part of it, umbrage may poflibly be
taken by fome men who will meet paffages
and faéts, of which they will deem the ex-
pofure a kind of facrilege. Truth and
general good, not individual interefts, are
the obje@s I have in view ; but, in ftating
errors, in expofing injurious practices, in
fhowing where a large community is made
unwarrantably fubfervient to perfonal ag-
grandifement, I declare that 1 make no par-
ticular allufion, and am fwayed by no
motives but thofe which fhould {way every
man who takes the pen into his hand. That

4 the
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the faithful hiftory I have written may be
gratifying to the public ; that the circum-
ftantial account I have given of the Maroon-
wars may be of ufe in preventing fimilar
difafters, by turning the minds of the colo-
nifts to the interior {fecurity of their country,
and to a thorough knowledge of the rela-
tions and government of the various claffes
of its inhabitants ; and that the difplay of
the ftate of the ifland of Jamaica, while in
moft inftances it gratifies, may in others
lead to reflexion, and conduce to the gene-
ral improvement of its morals, religion and
happinefs, are the objets of my book, and
the fincere wifhes of my heart.
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A

SUCCINCT HISTORY

OF

JAMAICA.

JA MAICA, or, as the early Spanifh hifto-
rians wrote it, Xaymaca, (fignifying the
land of {prings,) is a link belonging to that
chain of iflands, which, under the denomi-
nation of the Weft Indies, extends from the
thore of Florida north, to the mouths of the
Oronoko fouth. Tt is fituated in the Atlan-
tic ocean, about four thoufand miles fouth-
weft of England. At the diftance of thirty
leagues to the north, lies the ifland of Cuba.
About the fame diftance to the eaft, is Hif-
paniola ; to the weft, the Gulph of Hon-
duras; and to the fouth, Carthagena, on
the great continent of South America, dif-
tant one hundred and forty-five leagues.

9 The
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The centre of Jamaica liesin about 18 12/
north latitude, and in longitude about
76° 45'. weft from London ; it meafures
in length one hundred and fifty miles; and
in breadth not quite one-third of its length.
It was difcovered by the great Columbus
during his fecond voyage to the new world,
on the 2d of May 1494. The day follow-
ing, he landed and took poffeflion of i, after
an inconfiderable confli® with the natives,
whom he foon found meansto conciliate.
From this period, the condition of the
ifland and its inhabitants for nine years is
totally unknown. Afterwards indeed, its
illuftrious difcoverer, taking refuge in it
from a florm, remained during a whole
vear on its fhores. Chriftopher Columbus
purfuing his laft voyage to Hifpaniola, en-
countered fuch tempeftuous weather off
Cuba, as compelled him, on the 24th of
June 1503, to feek fhelter in one of the
fmall harbours on the north fide of Jamaica.
This harbour flill retains the name of Chrif-
topher’s Cove. But he did not efcape this
tempeft without lofs ; two veflels, out of
a fmall {quadron confifting but of four,
perifhed at fea; and thofe with which he

efcaped,
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