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HISTORY

OF THE

MAROONS.

LETTER L

Subjects propofed.— Brief Account of the State of Famaica
at the Commencement of the French Revolution m— Pro-
Sperity. — Agriculture. — Trade. ~— Population.— Mili-
tary Force.— Slavery.— Confolidated AZ.— Affairs of
8t. Domingo.— Emigrations from that lfland.— A4 Tri-
bute of Gratitude and Admiration.—Ouvertures of the
8t. Domingo Planters to the Britifb Miniftyy.— Expe-
dition in Confequence, and Force detached from Famaica.
~—All Manner of Slavery abolifbed by the French.—
General Williamfon, Lieutenant-Governor of Famaica,
Jfucceeded by Earl Balcarres.

My DEAR FrIEND,

Thr tak you impofe upon me is not
more interefting to you than it would be
agreeable to me, could I perfuade myfelf

that I thould execute it in a manner that
Vor. I, B would
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would render it as acceptable to the Public
as I know your partiality will render it
to you. I have, however, taken up the pen
in compliance with your wifh; the {ubje&
is important, I will purfue it through the
fcope you have propofed, and when I
have performed the tafk, we will confider
whether it be worthy the attention of the
world. Should we decide in the negative,
it will at all events ferve one pleafing
purpofe, that of convincing you that I
was ready to make an attempt even be-

yond my power, to gratify your defire of
information.

All that relates to the Weft Indies, and
particularly to the ifland of Jamaica, can-
not but prove interefting to the inha-
bitants of this kingdom, and muft be pe-
culiarly fo to you who have {fo large a
ftake in that country. The fituation of
Jamaica at the breaking out of the French
Revolution, its agriculture, commerce, po-
pulation, force, and the ftate of flavery at

that
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that period ; a hiftoty of the Maroons from
their origin to the expulfion of the greateft
part of them, their banifhment to Nova
Scotia, and fubfequent removal to the coaft
of Africa; the fituation of Jamaica at the
conclufion of the war between Great Bri-
tain and France, and the confideration of
a plan for the future proteCion, fecurity,
and profperity of the ifland, are the fub-
je&s for our confideration.

I will not at prefent detain you with
comments on the Revolution in France:
little remains to be obferved on the hor-
rors it has fpread over the world; in no
quarter of which has it been more deftruc-
tive than in the Weft Indies. At the time
of its commencement, Jamaica, after having
been devaftated for a fucceflion of years by
hurricanes, thofe fcourges of the Ame-
rican Archipelago, was enjoying tranquil-
lity and a degree of profperity it had never
before attained. Abundant crops and great
demands in Europe forWeft-Indian produce,

B2 caufed

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108024143
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-02414-3 - The History of the Maroons, Volume 1
Robert Charles Dallas

Excerpt

More information

( 4 )

caufed the ifland to flourith, enriching
the Planter and the Merchant. Every thing
was favourable to the country. Great im-
provements had been made in every point.
Inagriculture the ploughwasintroduced,and,
in fituations where it could be ufed, faved
much of the labour required for the ufual
mode of turning the ground to receive the
cane-joints, which, as you have feen, is
digging by hand with the hoe. The prac-
tice of manuring was more attended to than
formerly, when the only attempt of reco-
vering the foil was to fuffer it to lie fallow;
by which the fineft lands in the world were
exhaufted, and old eftatcs of the higheft
value gradually ruined. Keen and fagacious
Planters forefaw in time the deftruction
that awaited them, and difpofed of their
property at a feeming undervalue: in the
purchafe of new lands they amaffed incre-
dible fortunes, leaving the inexpert to en-
joy their ambition in the name of an old
eftate; and to beggar their families, if they
outlived their own ruin,

12 The
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The making of fugar and rum had been
{cientifically ftudied for years, and had al-
moft attained the point of perfection. For
the improvement of the former, great re-
wards had been offered and given.

The cultivation of cotton had greatly
increafed, men of fmall capitals finding
their advantage in it; whereas they muft
have been ruined, had their ambition led
them to the cultivation of the cane, which
requires a large capital,

Indigo was formerly a ftaple of Jamaica,
but the fucceflive failures of the {peculators
caufed the culture of it to be entirely
abandoned ; at leaft fo much, as no longer
to deferve the name of ftaple. Coffee had
nearly undergone a fimilar fate, by the
heavy daties upon it; but the Britith Go-
vernment having reduced thofc a fhilling in
the pound, a rapid change in its favour
took place ; and it now became a confider-
able commodity among the returns from

B3 Jamaica
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Jamaica to Great Britain, notwithftanding
the avowed f{uperiority of the Mocha-
coffee. The cocoa, from which chocolate
is made, has not been fo fortunate. It was
once cultivated to a confiderable extent;
but the planters, oppreflfed by the weight
of taxation, gradually negleted it, and it
finally fhared the fate of the indigo. There
are two other commodities, which form
articles of the native exports of Jamaica;
ginger and pimento or allfpice: but to no
great extent, and the latter began to decreafe
long before the period of which I am treating,
It has, however, been the rife of many a
man, whofe fon or grandfon is willing that
Sabean odours and a fpicy fhore fhould fink
into oblivion under the luxurious fireams
of the more dignifying Arundo Sacchari-
fera ; and to forget that,

Chear'd with the grateful {mell, old Ocean fmil’d.

I will enable yon to judge of the extent
of the Jamaica-Trade at the commence-
ment of the French Revolution, by laying
before you an account of the fhipping and

feamen
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feamen employed in it, with the nature
and quantity of its exports and imports,
a little previous to that period. The ftate-
ment exclufive of coafting {loops, wherries,
&e. is as follows:

Number of

Veffels.  Tonnage.  Men.
For Great Britain - 24z 63,471 7,748
Ireland - - 10 1,231 91
American States - - 133 13,041 893
Britith American Colonies 66 6,133 449
Foreign Weft Indies - 22 1,903 155
Africa - - - 1 109 8

474 85,888 9344
But many of the veflels for America and
the foreign Weft-Indies making two or
more voyages in the year, a third is ufually
dedutted in computing the real number of
veflels, their tonnage and men ; which, on
the above ftatement, will leave the total
400 veflels, 78,862 tons, 8,845 men.

The ExporTs of Jamaica between the
Sth of January 1787 and the Sth of Ja-
nuary 1788, with the value at the time in
Sterling money, are as follows *:

* Thefe ftatements are on the authority of the books of
the InfpeGtor-General.—1 have taken them from Edwards.

B 4
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The IMPORTS into Jamaica, for the fame
period, were as follows:
From Great Britain dire®, according to a return of the
Infpettor-General’s for 1787.

L. s d. L. s. d.
Britith Manufa&tures 686,657 2 3

Foreign Merchandize 72,257 3 I

758,932 5 4
From Ireland, allowing a moiety of the

whole import to the Britifh Weft-Indies,

confifting of manufadtures and folid pro-

vifions, to the amount of L. 350,000 175,000 o ©
From Africa, 5,345 negroes at L.go

fterling each, being wholly a Britith

trade carried on in thips from England 213,800 o o
From the Britith colonies in America, in-

cluding about 20,000 quintals of falted

cod from Newfoundland 30,000 © o
From the United States, India-corn, wheat-

flour, rice, lumber, ftaves, &c. importcd

in Britifh thips - - - Y0000 © 0
From Madeira and Teneriffe in ﬂups tra.

ding circuitoufly from Great Britain, 500

pipes of wine {exclufive of wines for re-

exportation} at L. 3o fterling the pipe 15,000 0 o
From the foreign Weft-Indies under the

free-port law, &c. calculated on an ave-

rage of three years - - . 150,008 © ©

Total L.1,432,732 5 4

The population of Jamaica, in the end of

the year 1788, was computed to be 291,400;
of
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of which 30,000 were whites, 10,000 free
negroes and people of colour, 1400 Ma-
roons, and 250,000 flaves. The militia
confifted of about 7 or 8 thoufand effeQive
men ; and there were in the ifland about
2000 regular troops.

Thus have 1 given you a brief, but ac-
curate, ftketch of the ftate of Jamaica; rela-
tive to its cultivation, commerce, population,
and force, at the beginning of the French
Revolution.  For particular information
refpeGing the previous ftate of the country
on thefe fubje&s, I refer you to the hiftory
of the ifland, which accompanies thefe let-
ters; and fhall at prefent turn your attention
to the fubject of flavery, and the condition
of the negroes at the time we are {peaking
of. 'The education of the Planters’ chil-
dren had for many years been attended to
as carefully as that of the beft families in
England, of which the confequence was a
change of manners; and the old Creole
habits were fucceeded by European ele-

gance
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