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Kaye’s and Malleson’s
History of the Indian Mutiny of 1857-8

This six-volume History of the Indian Mutiny (reissued here in its second
edition of 1897) was first produced in 1890 by Colonel George Malleson
(1825-98), who combined Sir John Kaye’s History of the Sepoy War in India
with his own later work. Kaye (1814-76) was a prolific writer of biography
and history who founded the Calcutta Review in 1844. His use of first-
hand evidence, collected from personal and professional contacts, supports
(perhaps predictably) his assertion that the rebellion is a story of British
‘national character’, and the narrative is illustrated with biographical and
personal anecdotes. Malleson’s contributions however are derived from

his controversial ‘Red Pamphlet’ (1857) and other writings, in which he

is unafraid to criticise or praise British troops and administration as the
occasion demands. Volume 2 covers Delhi history and the spread of the
revolt from Meerut to Allahabad and Cawnpore, concluding with the battle
of Najafgahr and the siege of Delhi.
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. + . FOR TO THINK THAT AN HANDFUL OF PEOPLE CAN, WITH THE
GREATEST COURAGE AND POLICY IN THE WORLD, EMBRACE TOO LARGE EXTENT
OF DOMINION, IT MAY HOLD FOR A TIME, BUT IT WILL FAIL SUDDENLY.—
Bacon.

. . . As FOR MERCENARY FORCES (WHICH IS THE HELP IN THIS CASE),
ALL EXAMPLES SHOW THAT, WHATSOEVER ESTATE, OR PRINCE, DOTH REST
UPON THEM, HE MAY SPREAD HIS FEATHERS FOR A TIME, BUT HE WILL MEW
THEM SOON AFTER.—Bacon.

IF THERE BE FUEL PREPARED, IT IS HARD TO TELL WHENCE THE SPARK
SHALL COME THAT SHALL SET IT ON FIRE. THE MATTER OF SEDITIONS IS OF
TWO KINDS, MUCH POVERTY AND MUCH DISCONTENTMENT. IT IS CERTAIN, SO
MANY OVERTHROWN ESTATES, S0 MANY VOTES FOR TROUBLES, . . . THE
CAUSES AND MOTIVES FOR SEDITION ARE, INNOVATIONS IN RELIGION, TAXES,
ALTERATION OF LAWS AND CUSTOMS, BREAKING OF PRIVILEGES, GENERAL
OPPRESSION, ADVANCEMENT OF UNWORTHY PERSONS, STRANGERS, DEATHS,
DISBANDED SOLDIERS, FACTIONS GROWN DESPERATE; AND WHATSOEVER IN
OFFENDING PEOPLE JOINETH AND KNITTETH THEM IN A COMMON CAUSE.—
Bacon.
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EDITOR’S PREFACE.

Tue editing of the second volume of Sir John Kaye’s History
has been regulated on the same principle as was the first. The
text has been left intact. In the few instances in which the
Editor has believed that the conclusions arrived at by the dis-
tinguished author were not warranted by facts, he has intimated
his dissent, and his reasons for that dissent, in notes bearing his
initials. The Appendix has been somewhat reduced, either by
the omission or the abbreviation of matter which seemed super-
fluous, or by the transfer as notes to the pages indicated of
corrections made by the author in editions subsequent to the first.
The spelling of proper names has, moreover, been made to con-
form to the more correct system now happily coming into
general use.

Under ordinary circumstances the HEditor would have re-
frained from adding to the above short explanation. It has
been represented to him, however, that as the present Capiner
Eprrion will appeal to a large class who may not have the
opportunity of referring to a (azetteer, it would add con-
siderably to the value of the work if he were to add a short
description of the geographical position of the principal places
mentioned in each volume. Tou comply with this suggestion
the Fditor has compiled, partly from an excellent little work—
the very best of its kind—entitled * School Geography of India
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viii EDITOR’'S PREFACE.

and British Burmah,” by the late Professor Blochmann ; * and
partly from the new edition of “ Thornton’s Gazetteer ;” a list of
forty-six places mentioned in this volume. He has also ap-
pended, to the chapter to which it refers, an excellent sketch
of the Imperial City of Dehli, the original of which was
kindly given to him some time since by Mr. Atkinson of the
Record Office.
G. B. M.

1 November, 1888.

* Published at Calcutta by the Caleutta Schoolbook Society.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781108023245

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-02324-5 - Kaye’s and Malleson’s History of the Indian Mutiny
of 1857-8, Volume 2

John Kaye and George Bruce Malleson

Frontmatter

More information

PREFACE
By Sz JOHN KAYE.

WaEN the first volume of this book was published, I had little
expectation that the second would be so long in course of com-
pletion, as the result has shown it to have been. In truth, I
had not measured aright the extent of the work before me.
But when I came to take account of the wealth of my materials,
and to reflect upon the means of converting them into history,
I saw clearly that the task I had undertaken was a more
arduous and perplexing one than I had originally supposed.

It is not difficult to make the reader understand my per-
plexities; and I hope that, understanding, he will sympathise
with them. The events to be narrated covered a large area of
space, but were compressed within a small period of time.
Chronologically they moved along parallel lines, but locally
they were divergent and distracting. The question was how
it was best to deal historically with all these synchronous
incidents. To have written according to date, with some
approach to fidelity of detail, a number of separate narratives,
each illustrative of a particular day, or of a particular week,
would have been easy to the writer, and would in some sort
have represented the character of the crisis, one of the most
distinguishing features of which was derived from the con-
fusion and distraction engendered by the multiplicity of sim-
ultaneous outbursts in different parts of the country. This
mode of treatment, however, though it might accurately reflect
the situation, was not likely to gratify the reader. The multi-
plicity of personal and local names rapidly succeeding each
other would have bewildered him, and no distinet impression
would have been left upon hismind. But though the nature of
the subject utterly forbade all thought of unity of place and
unity of action, with reference to the scope of the entire work,
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X AUTHOR’S PREFACE.

there was a certain unification of the several parts which was
practicable, and which suggested what might be called an
episodical treatment of the subject, with such connecting links,
or such a general framework or setting, as historical truth
might permit. And, in fact, different parts of the country
were so cut off from each other when mutiny and rebellion
were at their height, that each series of operations for the
suppression of local revolt had a separate and a distinct char-
acter. Certainly, in the earlier stages of the War, there was
no general design—Ilittle co-operation or cohesion. Every man
did what was bestin his eyes to meet with vigour and sagacity
an unexpected crisis. The cutting of our telegraph-wires and
the interruption of our posts were among the first hostile efforts
of the insurgents in all parts of the country. Joint action
on a large scale was thus rendered impossible, and at the
commencement of the War it would scarcely have been desir-
able. For our people had to deal promptly with urgent
symptoms, and references and consultations would have been
fatal to success.

Thus circumstanced with respect to the component parts of
this History, I could not easily determine to what particular
events it would be best to give priority of narration. One
thing soon became unpleasantly apparent to me. I had made a
mistake in forecasting the plan of the entire work, in an
“ Advertisment” prefixed to the First Volume. It was im-
possible to write adequately, in this instalment of my book, of
all the operations which I had originally intended to record.
With materials of such great interest before me, it would have
been unwise to starve the narrative; so I thought it best to
make confession of error, and expunge my toc-hasty promises
from subsequent editions of the work. In pursuance of this
revised scheme, I was compelled to put aside much that I had
written for this Second Volume, and though this has ne-
cessarily retarded its publication, it has placed me so much in
advance with the work to be accomplished, that I hope to be
able to produce the next volume after a much shorter interval
of time.

The selection made for this volume from the chapters which
I had written may not perhaps be the best, but it is at least
sufficiently intelligible. After describing the earlier incidents
of the mutiny, as at Mirath and Dehli, at Banaras and Alldh4abad,
and at different stations in the Panjib, I have narrated, up to a
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certain point, those two great series of operations—the one
expedition starting from Bengal with troops drawn from the
Littoral, the other from the North-Western Frontier, with
forces derived from the Hill Stations and the Panjib—which
were consummated in the capture of Dehli and the first relief
of Lakhnao. In the one I have traced the movements of Neill
and Havelock, under the direction of Lord Canning, and in the
other of Anson, Barnard, Wilson, and Nicholson, with the aid
and inspiration of Sir John Lawrence. It is by thus following
the fortunes of individuals that we may best arrive at a just
conception of the general action of the whole. For it was by
the energies of individual men, acting mostly on their own re-
sponsibility, that little by little rebellion was trodden down,
and the supremacy of the English firmly re-established. It
will be seen that I iave adhered very closely to pure narrative.
The volume, indeed, is a volume of fact, not of controversy and
speculation ; and as it relates to the earlier scenes of the great
struggle for the Empire, it is mostly an account of military
revolt and its suppression.

Dealing with the large mass of facts, which are reproduced
in the chapters mow published, and in those which, though
written, I have been compelled to reserve for future publica-
tion, I have consulted and collated vast piles of contemporary
correspondence, and entered largely into communication, by
personal intercourse or by letter, with men who have been
individually connected with the events described, For every
page published in this volume some ten pages have been
written and compiled in aid of the narrative; and if I have
failed in the one great object of my ambition, to tell the truth,
without exaggeration on the one hand or reservation on the
other, it has not been for want of earnest and laborious inquiry
or of conscientious endeavour to turn my opportunities to the
best account, and to lay before the public an honest exposition
of the historical facts as they have been unfolded before me.

Still it is probable that the accuracy of some of the details
in this volume, especially those of personal incident, may be
questioned, perhaps contradicted, notwithstanding, I was about
to say, all the care that I have taken to investigate them, but I
believe that I should rather say * by reason of that very care.”
Such questionings or contradictions should not be too readily
accepted ; for, although the authority of the questioner may be
good, there may be still better authority on the other side. I
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gil AUTHOR’S PREFACE.

have often had to choose between very conflicting statements ;
and I have sometimes found my informants to be wrong, though
apparently with the best opportunities of being right, and
have been compelled to reject, as convincing proof, even the
overwhelming assertion, “ But, I was there.” Men who are
personally engaged in stirring events are often too much oc-
cupied to know what is going on beyond the little spot of
ground which holds them at the time, and often from this
restricted stand-point they see through a glass darkly. Itis
hard to disbelieve a man of honour when he tells you what he
himself did; but every writer, long engaged in historical
inquiry, has had before him instances in which men, after even
a brief lapse of time, have confounded in their minds the
thought of doing, or the intent to do, a certain thing, with the
fact of having actually dove it. Indeed, in the commonest
affairs of daily life, we often find the intent mistaken for the
act, in the retrospect.

The case of Captain Rosser’s alleged offer to take a Squadron
of Dragoons and a troop of Horse Artillery to Dehli on the
night of the 10th of May (illustrated in the Appendix)* may
be regarded as an instance of this confusion. I could cite other
instances. One will suffice :— A military officer of high rank, of
stainless honour, with a great historical reputation, invited me
some years ago to meet him, for the express purpose of making
to me a most important statement, with reference to one of the
most interesting episodes of the Sipdhi War. The statement
was a very striking one; and I was referred, in confirmation of
it, to another officer, who has since become illustrious in our
national history. Immediately on leaving my informant, I
wrote down as nearly as possible his very words. It was not
until after his death that I was able orally to consult the friend
to whom he had referred me, as being personally cognisant of
the alleged fact—the only witness, indeed, of the scene de-
scribed. The answer was that he had heard the story before,
but that nothing of the kind had ever happened. The asserted
incident was one, as I ventured to tell the man who had
described it to me at the time, that did not cast additional
lustre on his reputation; and it would have been obvious,
even if he had rejoiced in a less unblemished reputation, that

* [Transferred in sufficient detail as a footnote to the page in which the
transaction is recorded.—G. B. M.]
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it was not for self-glorification, but in obedience to an irre-
pressible desire to declare the truth, that he told me what
afterwards appeared to be not an accomplished fact, but an
intention unfulfilled. Experiences of this kind render the his-
torical inquirer very sceptical even of information supposed
to be on ‘“the best possible authority.” Truly, it is very
disheartening to find that the nearer one approaches the
fountain-head of truth, the further off we may find ourselves
from it.*

But, notwithstanding such discouraging instances of the
difficulty of extracting the truth, even from the testimony of
truthful men, who have been actors in the scenes to be de-
scribed, I cannot but admit the general value of such testimony
to the writer of contemporary history. And, indeed, there
need be some advantages in writing of events still fresh in the
memory of men to compensate for its manifest disadvantages.
These disadvantages, however, ought always to be felt by the
writer rather than by the reader. It has been often said to
me, in reply to my inquiries, “ Yes, it is perfectly true. But
these men are still living, and the truth cannot be told.” To
this my answer has been : “ To the historian all men are dead.”
If a writer of contemporary history is not prepared to treat
the living and the dead alike—to speak as freely and as truth-
fully of the former as of the latter, with no more reservation
in the one case than in the other—he has altogether mistaken
his vocation, and should look for a subject in prehistoric times.
There are some actors in the scenes here described of whom I do
not know whether they be living or whether they be dead. Some
have passed away from the sphere of worldly exploits whilst
this volume has been slowly taking shape beneath my pen.
But if this has in any way influenced the character of my
writing, it has only been by imparting increased tenderness to
my judgment of men who can no longer defend themselves or
explain their conduct to the world. Even this offence, if 1t be
one against historical truth, I am not conscious of having
actually committed.

* Tt may be mentioned here (though not directly in confirmation of the
above) as a curious illustration of the difficulty of discerning between truth
and error, that the only statement seriously impugned in a former work of
history by the author of this book, was the only one which he had made as
the result of his own personal knowledge—the only fact which he had
witnessed with his own eyes.
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I have but a few more words to say, but because I say them
last it must not be thought that I feel them least. I am pain-
fully sensible that in this narrative I have failed to do justice
to the courage and constancy of many brave men, who e good
deeds deserved special illustration in this narrative, and woulid
bave received it, but for the exigencies of time and space,
which have forbidden an ampler record. This, perhaps, may
be more apparent in other volumes than in this. But, what-
ever may be the omissions in this respect, I do not think that
they will be attributed to any want of appreciation of the
gallantry and fortitude of my countrymen in doing and in
suffering. No one could rejoice more in the privilege of il-
lustrating their heroic deeds than the author of these volumes.
It is one of the best compensations of historical labour to be
suffered to write of exploits reflecting so much honour upon the
character of the nation.

J. W. K.

Prxez—Midsummer, 1870,
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LIST AND SHORT DESCRIPTION OF PLACES
MENTIONED IN THIS VOLUME.

———

Acga or Aqraw, on the river Jamnah, formerly a village, made by Sikandar
Lodi the Capital of India. It continued as such iill the reign of Shdh
Jahan. The fort, built during the reign of Akbar, centains a palace and
several beautiful buildings. It is now the head-quarters of the civil
division of the same name. In 1857 the population of the city was
about 140,0.0.

ALLAHABAD, formerly called Praydga, situated at the confluence of the Jamnah
and the Ganges, The fort, resting on the Jamnah, was built by Akbar,
Alldhdbdd is now the seat of the Government of the North-West Pro-
vinces, and is the centre of the railway system of Northern India.

AMBALAH, capital of Sirhind, situated on an open plain, three miles east of
the river Chaghar, fifty-five miles north of Karnal, sixty-nine miles south-
east of Lodidnd.

AMRITSAR, chief towu of the division of the same name, is the sacred capital
of the Sikhs. The district is bounded on the north-west by the river
Ri4vi, on the north-east by the district of Gurddspir, and on the south-
west by the district of Lihor.

Azamcarg, chief town of the district of the same name, in the Bandras
division. It was founded by Azam Khdn, an officer of Shah Jahén.
BavLaNDSHAHR (from the Persian balund, high, and shahr, town), chief town

of the district of the same name in the Mirath division.

BaANARAs, also called Késhi, on the Ganges, a holy city of the Hindus
famous for its ghauts, its temples, its minarets, and the observatory of
Réjah Jai Singh of Jaipur. It is the head-quarters of the division of
the same name.

BARRACEPUR, or the city of barracks, fiftcen miles from Cu...tta, on the left
bank of the Higli: selected more than a hundred yecars ago as the site
for the troops to protect the capital.

BARHAMPUR, a station in the Murshiddbdd district, south of the city of
that name, formerly the capital of Dengal. Burhdmpur is a civil
station.

CHANAR, an ancint fortress in the Mirzd v district of the Bandras division ;
twenty-six miles from Bandras, and twenty from Mirzipur.

Dampaman, incorrectly written Dumdum, formerly the head-quarters of
Artillery, now a suburb of Culeutta, from which it is distant four and
a-Ludf miles.
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Xvi SHORT DESCRIPTION OF PLACES.

DenL1, written also Dihl{ and Dilli, a city on a branch of the Jamnah. 'T'he
present city was built by Shéh Jahdn, and was called by the Mughul
Court, in consequence, Shahjahdnibid. The neighbourbood abounds
in historical recollections. In 1857, it had a population of about 150,000.

DenrA DN, o district in the Mirath division, at the foot of thc Himdlayas,
of which Dehrs, the head-quarters of the 2nd Gurkha Regiment, is the
capital.

DeRAJAT, a division in the Panjab, comprising the Trans-Indus territory,
and the Sindh Sdgar Dudb, north of Muzaffargarh distriet.

FArzABAv, in Oudb, chief town of the district and division of the same name,
on the Ghdghra : famous as the birthplace of Rim.

FarguEHABAD, on the Ganges, chief town of a district in the Agra division.
The English eivil station is called Fathgarh.

FaTHGARH, incorrectly spelt Futtehgurh, three miles from Farrukhdbid
(q. v)

FATHPGR, somctimes but incorrectly spelt Futtehpore, chief town of the
district of the same name in the Allihdbdd division: seventeen miles
north-west of Allahdbdd, and fifty south-east of Kanhpir.

FIRGZPUR, south of the river Satlaj, a military and civil station in the Ldlor
division of the Panjdb.

GOVINDGAR'Y, a fort built at Amritsir (q. v.) by Ranjit Singh to overawe the
Sikh pilgrims.

GURDASPUR, the capital of a distriet in the Amritsar division of the Panjib,
bounded on the north by Kashmir, on the east by Kingrah, on the south
by the Amritsar, and on the west by the Sidlkot, district.

HazArAw, on the left side of the Indus, north of Rdwalpindi. This district
forms the northernmost part of British India, running between the Indus
and the Jhelam, and then passing in long but narrow strips, called
Kéghdn, along the north-western frontier of Kashmnir. It is watered by
the Nainsukh river, a tributary of the Jhelam.

HisARr, a division, now forming part of the Panjib, west of Dehli. In this
division is the town of Hansi, famous in the history of the declinc of the
Mughuls.

Hort MARDAN, 2 cantonment in the Peshawar division, the head-quarters of
the famous Corps of Guides. It lies on the right bank of the Chalpsni
river, and is thirty-three miles north-east of Peshdwar.

HeLi (name derived from hogla, marsh reeds), is a town in the district of
the same name, in the division Bardwén, in Western Bengal. It was
one of the earliest English settlements. Hugl is also the name of the
branch of the Ganges on which Calcutta is built.

JALANDHAR, a division of the Panjéb comprising the districts of Jilandhar,
Hoshiarpir, and Kéangrali.

JAUNPUR, & town on the Gumti, formerly capital of the ancieut kingdom of
Jaunpir, and now chief town of the district of the same name in the
Baniras division. It is famous for a bridge over the Gumti, built by
a zeneral of the famons Akbar, in 1573.
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JHELAM, a district of the R4walpindi division. Its chief town, a military
station in 1857, bears the same name. Jhelam is also the name of one
of the five great rivers of the Panjéb. It has a length of about 450
miles.

KAnuPUR (sometimes illogically written Cawnpore), is derived from two words ;
“ K4nh,” a name of Krishna, and “Pur,” a city. It lies on the right
bank of the Ganges, 628 miles from Calcutta, and 130 from Allih4b4d.

KARNAL, the chief town of a district in the Dehli division, formerly a
military station. It is on the bigh road between Dehli and Amb4lah.

K ASHM{R, a5 now constituted, is bounded on the north-west by the district of
Hazirah; on the west by the districts of Hazdrah, Réwalpindi, and
Jhelam, the river Jhelam forming the boundary ; to the south by the
districts of Gujrat, Sidlkot, Gurddspir, and Kédngrah; by the States of
Chambd, Léhil, and Spiti; to the east by the Chinese empire; and to
the north by the Kardkoram range.

KonAT, capital of district of same name, lies on the road from Peshdwar to
Kaldbdgh. It is thirty-seven miles south of Peshdwar.

LAHOR, on the Rdvi, is chief town of the division of the same name, and
capital of the Panjib.

LARHNAO : vide OuDH.

Lopn1iAn4, chief town of the distriet of the same name in the Ambdlah
division. Lodidnd was built by some generals of Sikandar Lodi, and
was named after that prince. The fown is eight miles south of the
Satlaj.

MiaN-Mir, the cantonment of Lshor, three miles distant from the civil
station. It derives its name from a famous saint.

MiraTH, the chief town of a district and division of the same name, some-
times incorrectly spelt Meerut, is on the river Kélinadi; it is twenty-
tive miles from the Jamnah, and twenty-nine from the Ganges.

NaosHAHEA, a village and cantonment in the Peshdwar district, twenty-six
miles east of Peshiwar, on the Kibul river.

Oupg, a province bounded on the north by Nipdl, and on the three other
sides by the north-western provinces of India. The principal stations
in Qudh are Lakhnao, the eapital; Barahbanki, Unao, Rii-Baréli, Sul-
ténpur, Partibgarh, Faizibid, Gondah, Béhraich, Sitdpur, Harddi, and
Khéri. The total area is 23,992 square miles, and the population, in
1857, amounted to nearly eleven miliions.

PAnfrar, a town in the Karndl district of the Dehli division, famous for the
decisive battles fought there, and for the turbulent character of its
people.

PaxsiB, the—the land, a8 its name signifies, of five rivers—is bounded in
the north by Kabul and Sawid (commonly Swat), Kashmir, Thibet; to
the east by Thibet, the Jamnah, and the North-West Provinces; to the
gouth by the same Provinces, by Blkaim_r and Jaisalmir in Réjpitdns,
and by Sindh; to the west, by the Sulaimdni range and Afghanistan.
In 1857, the Dehli division was not included in the Panjib terrli)tory.

voL. 1L,
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xviil SHORT DESCRIPTION OF PLACES.

PEsnAwaR, more correctly Pashdwar, (it was formerly spelt Pérshiwar), s the
chief town of the division of the same name. It lies near the left bank
of the Bdr4 stream, thirteen and a half miles south-east of the junction
of the Sawdd and Ksbul rivers, and ten and a half from the fort of
Jamnid at the entrance of the Khaibar Pass. It is 276 miles from Ldhor
and 190 from Kdbul.

PRILUR, a town in the J4landhar division, on the right bank of the Satlaj,
eight miles north-north-west of Lodidna.

RAwaLPIND], the chief station of the division of the samc name in the
Panjdb. The division comprises the district also called Rdwalpindi,
the fort of Atak, on the Indus, built by Akbar in 1583, and the districts
Jhelam, Gujrdt, and Shahpur.

RUREf, a cantonment for sappers and British troops in the Mirath division.
The Thomason Engineering College is here. Riirki is twenty-two miles
east of Sahdranpiir.

Si1ALkor, chief town of a district in the Amritsar division of the Panjib. Tt
is seventy-two miles north-¢ast of Léhor.

SRIRAMPUR, on the Hugli, opposite Barrackpir. Noted for the labours of
Carey, Marshman, and Ward, in missionary enterprise. Was formerly
incorrectly called Serampoie.
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