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PR EZF A CE.

SOON after I had publifhed the Hiftory of the
Britith Colonies in the Weft Indies, I conceived
the defign of compiling a general account of the
fettlements made by all the nations of Europe in
that part of the New Hemifphere, but more parti-
cularly the French, whofe poffeflions were undoubt-
edly the moft valuable and produdive of the whole
Archipelago. This idea fuggefted itfelf to my
mind, on furveying the materials I had colle&ed with
regard to their principal colony in St. Domingo;
not doubting, as the fortune of war had placed
under the Britith dominion all or moft of the other
French iflands, that I fhould eafily procure fuch
particulars of the condition; population, and culture
of each, as would enable me to complete my defign,
with credit to myfelf, and fatisfa&ion to the Publick.
I am forry to obferve, that in this expedation I
b have
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i PRETFACE
have hitherto found myfelf difappointed. The pre-

fent publication therefore, is confined wholly to
St. Domingo ; concerning which, having perfonally
vifited that unhappy country foon after the revolt
of the negroes in 1791, and formed connexions
there, which have fupplied me with regular com-
munications ever fince, I poffefs a mafs of evidence,
and important documents. My motives for going
thither, are of little confequence to the Publick; but
the circumftances which occafioned the voyage, the
reception I met with, and the fituation in which
I found the wretched Inhabitants, cannot fail of
being interefting to the reader; and I flatter myfelf
that a fhort account of thofe particulars, while it
confers fome degree of authenticity on my labours,
will not be thought an improper Introducion to
my book,

In the month of September 1791, when I was at
Spanith Town in Jamaica, two French Gentlemen.
were introduced to me, who were juft arrived from
St. Domingo, with information that the negro flaves
belonging to the French part of that ifland, to the
number, as was believed, of 100,000 and upwards,

had
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PRETFACE 11

had revolted, and were {preading death and defo-
lation over the whole of the northern province.
They reported that the governor-general, confiderng
the fituation of the colony as a common caufe among
the white inhabitants of all nations in the Weft Indies,
had difpatched commiffioners to the neighbouring
iflands, as well as to the States of North America,
to requeft immediate affiftance of troops, arms,
ammunition, and provifions; and that themfelves
were deputed on the fame errand to the Government
at Jamaica: T was accordingly defired to prefent
them to the Earl of Effingham, the commander in
chief. Although the difpatches with which thefe
gentlemen were furnifhed, were certainly a very fuf-
ficient introdu&ion to his lordfhip, I did not he-
fitate to comply with their requeft; and it is {carce-
ly neceflary to obferve, that the liberal and enlarged
mind which animated every part of Lord Effing-
ham’s condu&, needed no folicitation, in a cafe of
beneficence and humanity. Superior to national
prejudice, he felt, as a man and a chriftian ought to
fecl, for the calamities of fellow men; and he faw,
in its full extent, the danger to which every ifland
in the Weft Indies would be expofed from fuch an

b 2 example,
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iv PRETFAGCE

example, if the triumph of favage anarchy over all
order and government fhould be complete. He
therefore, without hefitation, aflfured the com-
miflioners that they might depend on receiving from
the government of Jamaica, every afliftance and
fuccour which it was in his power to give. Troops
he could not offer, for he had them not; but he
{aid he would furnith arms, ammunition, and pro-
vifions, and he promifed to confult with the diftin-
guifhed Officer commanding in the naval depart-
ment, concerning the propriety of fending up one
or more of his Majefty’s fhips; the commiffioners
having fuggefted that the appearance in their har-
bours of a few veflels of war might ferve to intimi-
date the infurgents, and keep them at a diftance,
while the neceffary defences and intrenchments were
making, to preferve the city of Cape Frangois from
an attack.

Apmirar ArrrEck (as from his known worth,
and general character might have been expeéted ) very
cheerfully co-operated on this occafion with Lord
Effingham ; and immediately iffued orders to the
captains of the Blonde and Daphne frigates to pro-

ceed,
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PRETFACE ¥

ceed, in company with a floop of war, forthwith to
Cape Frangois, The Centurion was foon afterwards
ordered to Port au Prince. The Blonde being com-
manded by my amiable and lamented friend Cap-
tain William Afleck, who kindly undertook to con-
vey the French commiflioners back to St. Domingo,
I was eafily perfuaded to accompany them thither;
and fome other gentlemen of Jamaica joined the party.

‘WEe. arrived in the harbour of Cape Frangois in
the evening of the 26th of September, and the firtk
obje& which arrefted our attention as we approach-
ed, was a dreadful fcene of devaftation by fire. The
noble plain adjoining the Cape was covered with
athes, and the furrounding hills, as far as the
eye could reach, every where prefented to wus
ruins ftill {fmoking, and houfes and plantations at
that moment in flames. It was a fight more ter-
sible than the mind of any man, unaccuftomed to
fuch a {cene, can eafily conceive.—The inhabitants
of the town being affembled on the beach, dire@ed
all their attention towards us, and we landed amidft
a crowd of {pedators who, with uplifted hands and
ftreaming eyes, gave welcome to their deliverers (for
fuch they confidered us) and acclamations of vivens

les Anglois refounded from every quarter.
TrE

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781108023221

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-02322-1 - An Historical Survey of the French Colony in the Island of St. Domingo
Bryan Edwards

Frontmatter

More information

vi PRETFACE

Tue governor of St. Domingo, at that time, was
the unfortunate General Blanchelande; a marechal
de camp in the French fervice, who has fince pe-
rithed on the {caffold. He did us the honour to re-
ceive us on the quay. A committee of the colo-
nial affembly, accompanied by the governor’s only
fon, an amiable and accomplithed youth *, had be-
fore attended us on board the Blonde, and we were
immediately conduéed to the place of their meet-
ing. The fcene was ftriking and folemn. The
hall was {plendidly illuminated, and all the mem-
bers appeared in mourning.  Chairs were placed for
us within the bar, and the Governor having taken
his feat on the right hand of the Prefident, the lat-
ter addrefled us in an eloquent and affeing oration,
of which the following is as literal a tranflation as
the idiom of the two languages will admit :

““ We were not miftaken, Gentlemen,
when we placed our confidence in your
generofity; but we could hardly enter-
tain the hope, that, befides fending us

# This young gentleman likewife perithed by the guillotine under the tyranny
of Roberfpierre. He was maflacred at Paris, on the 20th July 1794, in the
twenticth year of his age.

I fuccours,
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PREFACHE vil

{uccours, you would come in perfon to
give us confolation. You have quitted,
without relu@ance, the peaceful enjoy-
ment of happinefs at home, to come and
participate in the misfortunes of ftrangers,
and blend your tears with our’s. Scenes of
mifery (the contemplation of which, to
thofe who are unaccuftomed to misfor-
tune, is commonly difgufting) have not
{fupprefled your feelings. You have been
willing to afcertain the full extent of our
diftreffes, and to pour into our wounds
the falutary balm of your fenfibility and

compaﬁion.,

“ Tue picture which has been drawn
of our calamities, you will find has fallen
thort of the reality. That verdure with
which our fields were lately arrayed, is no
longer vifible; difcoloured by the flames,
and laid wafte by the devaftations of war,
our coafts exhibit no profpe& but that of
defolation. The emblems which we wear
on our perfons, are the tokens of our
grief for the lofs of our brethren, who

were
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were furpriled, and cruelly affaflinated,
by the revolters.

¢ It is by the glare of the conflagra-
tions that every way furround us, that we
now deliberate; we are compelled to fit
armed and watchful through the night,
to keep the enemy from our fan&uary.
For a long time paft our bofoms have
been deprefled by forrow; they experience
this day, for the firft time, the {weet
emotions of pleafure, in beholding you
amongft us.

““ Generous iflanders! humanity has
operated powerfully on your hearts;—you
have yielded to the firft emotion of your
generofity, in the hopes of fnatching us
from death; for it is already too late to
fave us from mifery. What a contraft
between your condu@, and that of other
nations! We will avail ourfelves of your
benevolence; but the days you preferve
to us, will not be fufficient to manifeft

our
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our gratitude: our children fhall keep it
in remembrance.

““ ReEgeNErRATED France, unapprized
that fuch calamities might befal us, has
taken no meafures to prote@ usagainft their
effe&s: with what admiration will fhe
learn, that, without your afliftance, we
fhould no longer exift as a dependency to
any nation.

“ Tur Commiflioners deputed by us
to the ifland of Jamaica, have informed
us of your exertions to ferve us.—Receive
the affurance of our attachment and {en-~

fibility.

¢ Tue Governor-general of this ifland,
whofe fentiments perfe@tly accord with
our own, participates equally in the joy we
feel at your prefence, and in our gratitude
for the afliftance you have brought us.”

AT this jun&ure, the French colonifts in St. Do~
mingo, however they might have been divided in
c political
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political fentiments on former occafions, feemed to
be foftened, by the {enfe of common fuftering, into
perfe&t unanimity.  All deferiptions of perfons
joined in one general outcry againft the National
Aflembly, to whofe proceedings were imputed all
their difafters. This opinion was indeed fo widely
diffeminated, and fo deeply rooted, as to create a
very ftrong difpofition in all claffes of the whites, to
renounce their allegiance to the mother country.
The black cockade was univerfally {ubftituted in
place of the tri-coloured one, and very earneft wifhes.
were avowed in all companies, without {cruple or
reftraint, that the Britith adminiftration would fend
an armament to conquer the ifland, or rather to re-
ceive its voluntary furrender from the inhabitants.
What they wifhed might happen, they perfuaded.
themfelves to believe was acually in contempla-
tion; and thisidea foon became fo prevalent, as
to place the author of this work in an awk-
ward fituation. Fhe fanguine difpofition obfervable
in the French charager, has been noticed by all
who have vifited them.; but in this cafe their cre-
dulity grew to a height that was cxtravagant and
even ridiculous, By the kindnefs of the Earl of

Efhngham,
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PREVFACE xi

Effingham, I was favoured with a letter of intro-
du&ion to the Governor-general ; and my reception,
both by M. Blanchelande and the colonial aflembly,
was {uch as not only to excite the publick attention,
but alfo to induce a very general belief that no com-
mon .motive had brought me thither. The fug-
geftions of individuals to this purpofe, became per-
plexing and troublefome. Aflurances on my part,
that I had no views beyond the gratification of cu-
riofity, had no other effe& than to call forth com-
mendations on my prudence. It was fettled, that I
was an agent of the Englifh miniftry, fent purpofely
to found the inclinations of the Colonifls towards the
government of Great Britain, preparatory toan inva-
fion of the country by a Britifh armament; and
their wifhes and inclinations co-operating with this
idea, gave rife to many ftrange applications which
were made to me; fome of them of fo ludicrous a
nature, as no powers of face could eafily withftand.

Tais circumftance is not recorded from the vain
ambition of fhewing my own importance. The
reader of the following pages will difcover its appli-
cation; and, perhaps, it mayinduce him to makefome

C 2 allowance
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xil PR EF A CE,

allowance for that confident expe@ation of fure and
fpeedy fuccefs, which afterwards led to attempts, by
the Britifh arms, againft this ill-fated country, with
means that muft otherwife have been thought at the
time,—as in the fequel they have unhappily proved,
—altogether inadequate to the obje& in view.

Tse ravages of the rebellion, during the time
that I remained at Cape Frangois, extended in all di-
reions. The whole of the plain of the Cape, with
the exception of one plantation which adjoined the
town, was in ruins; as were likewife the Parifh of
Limonade, and moft of the fettlements in the moun-
tains adjacent. The Parifh of Limbé was every where
on fire; and before my departure, the rebels had
obtained poffeflion of the bay and forts at I’Acul, as
well as the diftricts of Fort Dauphin, Dondon, and
La Grande Riviere,

DzestrucTiON every where marked their progrefs,
and refiftance {eemed to be confidered by the whites
not only as unavailing in the prefent conjunéture,
but as hopelefs in future, To fill up the meafure

of
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P REFACE, xtil

of their calamities, their Spanifh neighbours in the
fame ifland, with a {fpirit of bigotry and hatred
which is, I believe, without an example in the
world, refufed to lend any affiftance towards fup-
prefling a revolt, in the iffue of which common rea~
fon fhould have informed them, that their own pre-
{fervation was implicated equally with that of the
French. They were even accufed not only of fupply-
ing the rebels with arms and provifions; but alfo of
delivering up to them to be murdered, many un-
happy French planters who had fled for refuge to the
Spanifh territories, and receiving money from the
rebels as the price of their blood., Of thefe latter
charges, however, no proof was, I believe, ever pro-
duced ; and, for the honour of human nature, I
am unwilling to believe that they are true.

To myfelf, the cafe appeared altogether defperate
from the beginning; and many cf the moft refpe-
able and beft informed perfons in Cape Francois
(fome of them in high ftations) affured me, in con-
fidence, that they concurred in this opinion. The
merchants and importers of European manufaQures,
apprehending every hour the deftruction of the town,

as
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xiv PRETFACE

as much from incendiaries within, as from the rebels
without, offered their goods for ready money at half
the ufual prices; and applications were made to Cap-
tain Affleck, by perfons of all defcriptions, for per-
miflion to embark in the Blonde for Jamaica. The
interpofition of the colonial government obliged him
to reje&t their {olicitations; but means were con-
trived to fend on board confignments of money to a
great amount ; and I know that other conveyances
were found, by which effeés to a confiderable value
were exported both to Jamaica, and the ftates of
North America,

Unper thefe circumftances, it very naturally oc-
curred to me to dire& my enquiries towards the ftate
of the colony previous to the revolt, and colle&
authentick information on the {pot, concerning the
primary caufe, and {ubfequent progrefs, of the widely
extended ruin before me. Strongly imprefled with
the gloomy idea, that the only memorial of this once
flourifhing colony would foon be found in the re-
cords of hiftory, I was defirous that my own coun-
try and fellow-colonifts, in lamenting its cataftrophe,
might at the fame time profit by fo terrible an

example.
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PREVFACE XV

cxample, My means of information were too va-
luable to be neglected, and 1 determined to avail
myfelf of them. The Governor-general furnithed
me with copies of all the papers and details of
office that I folicited, with a politenefs that aug-
mented the favour. The fate of this unhappy
gentleman, two years afterwards, gave me infinite
concern. Like his royal mafter, he was unfortu-
nately called to a ftation to which his abilities
were not competent ; and in times when perhaps no
abilities would have availed him.

Tue Prefident of the colonial affembly, at the
time of my arrival, was M. de Caducth, who {fome
time afterwards took up his refidence, and held an
important oflice, in Jamaica. He was a man of very
diftinguithed talents, and withal ftrongly and fin-
cerely attached to the Britifh government, of which,
if it were proper, I could furnifth unqueftionable
proof *.  This gentleman drew up, at my requeft,
a fhort account of the origin and progrefs of the re-

% He afterwards accompanied General Williamfon back to St. Domingo, and
was killed (or, as I have heard, bafely murdered) in a duet at Port au Prince, by one
of his countrymen..

bellion ;
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xvi PR EF A CE

bellion ; and after my return to England, favoured
me with his correfpondence. Many important faés,
whick are given in this work, are given on his au-
thority.

To M. Delaire, a merchant of confideration
in the town of the Cape, who has fince remov-
ed, I believe, to the flate of South Carolina, 1 was
indebted for a fimilar narrative, drawn up by himfelf
in the Englifh language, of which he is a very com-
netent mafter. It is brief, but much to the purpofe;
difplays an intimate knowledge of the concerns of
the colony, and traces, with great acutenefs, its dif-
afters to their {ource.

Bur the friend from whofe fuperior knowledge T
have derived my chief information in all refpeds, is
the gentleman alluded to in the marginal note to
p. 112 of the following fheets; and I fincerely re-
aret, that ill-fortune has {o purfued him as to render
it improper in this work to exprefs to him, 4y nasme,
the obligations I owe to his kindnefs.  After a nar-
row cfcape from the vengeance of thofe mercilefs
men, Santhonax and Polverel, he was induced to re-

M turn
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PRETFACE. Xvil

turn to St. Domingo, to look after his property ; and,
I grieve to fay, that he is again fallen into the hands of
his enemies. He found means, however, previous to
his prefent confinement, to convey to me many valua-
ble papers; and, among others, a copy of that moft
curious and important document, the dying depofi-
tion or teftament of Oge, mentioned in the fourth
chapter, and printed at large among the additional
notes and illuftrations at the end of my work. Of
this paper (the communication of which, in proper
time, would have prevented the dreadful {cenes that
followed) although I had frequently heard, I had
long doubted the exiftence. Its fuppreflion by the
perfons to whom it was delivered by the wretched
fufferer, appeared to be an a& of fuch monftrous and
unexampled wickednefs, that, until I faw the paper
itfelf, I could not credit the charge. Whether M.
Blanchelande was a party concerned in this atrocious
proceeding, as my friend afferts, I know not. If he
was guilty, he has juftly paid the forfeit of his
crime; and although, believing him innocent, I
mourned over his untimely fate, I {cruple not to
avow my opinion, that if he had poffeffed a thoufand
lives, the lofs of them all had not been a {ufficient

d atonement,
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