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Sir Walter Scott (1771-1832) was a prolific Scottish poet and historical
novelist who was one of the most popular romantic novelists of the
nineteenth century. After studying law at Edinburgh University, Scott first
started writing at the age of 25. Having made his name as a poet, he wrote
the phenomenally successful novel Waverley in 1814 and was made a baronet
in 1820. These volumes, first published in 1827, contain Scott’s detailed
biography of Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821). Including a detailed review
of the French Revolution, Scott focuses on Napoleon’s legacy to France and
his military genius, purposefully remaining non-partisan and discussing
Napoleonss life and achievements without bias. The result of extensive
research and correspondence with Napoleon’s surviving colleagues, these
volumes were extremely successful and remain valuable for the study of
Napoleonss life and changing public reaction. Volume 6 covers 1808-1809,
including the Peace of Tilsit.
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Sed non in Caesare tantum
Nomen erat, nec fama ducis ; sed nescia virtus
Stare loco : solusque pudor non: vineere bello,
Acer et indomitus; quo spes quoque ira vocasset,
Ferre manum, et nunquam temerando parcere ferro:
Successus urgere suos : instare favori
Numinis: impellens quicquid sibi summa petenti
Obstaret : gaudensque viam fecisse ruina.

LUCANI Pharsalia, Lib. 1.
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