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History

�e books reissued in this series include accounts of historical events and 

movements by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, as well as landmark 

studies that assembled signi�cant source materials or developed new 

historiographical methods. �e series includes work in social, political and 

military history on a wide range of periods and regions, giving modern 

scholars ready access to in�uential publications of the past.

�e Naval History of Great Britain

William James (1780–1827) was a lawyer and naval historian best known 

for this magisterial history of the Royal Navy between 1793 and 1827. A�er 

reading American accounts of the War of 1812 which he thought iadequate, 

James began to research the role of the Royal Navy in the Revolutionary 

Wars, publishing these volumes between 1822 and 1826. In one of the most 

comprehensive histories of the Navy in the Napoleonic Wars ever published, 

James’ rigorous research methodology using various contemporary sources 

provides detailed descriptions of the operations of the Royal Navy in 

the period. Fleet campaigns and minor engagements are discussed, with 

technical and tactical details of ships and battles also provided. �ese 

volumes (here reissued from the 1859 edition) remain an invaluable source 

of information for the history of the Royal Navy during this fascinating 

period. Volume 4 covers 1805–8 and includes the Battle of Trafalgar.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 

out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 

books that are still sought a�er by scholars and students but could not be 

reprinted economically using traditional technology. �e Cambridge Library 

Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 

importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 

they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 

University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 

Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 

in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 

inclusion. �e �les are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 

and the books �nished to the high quality standard for which the Press 

is recognised around the world. �e latest print-on-demand technology 

ensures that the books will remain available inde�nitely, and that orders for 

single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

�e Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 

scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 

publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 

sciences and in science and technology. 
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Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, 
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108021685

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2010

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take 

place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 1859
First paperback edition 2024

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN   978-1-108-02168-5   Paperback
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publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will 
remain, accurate or appropriate. 

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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