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Books of enduring scholarly value

Printing and Publishing History

The interface between authors and their readers is a fascinating subject in

its own right, revealing a great deal about social attitudes, technological
progress, aesthetic values, fashionable interests, political positions, economic
constraints, and individual personalities. This part of the Cambridge Library
Collection reissues classic studies in the area of printing and publishing
history that shed light on developments in typography and book design,
printing and binding, the rise and fall of publishing houses and periodicals,
and the roles of authors and illustrators. It documents the ebb and flow of
the book trade supplying a wide range of customers with products from
almanacs to novels, bibles to erotica, and poetry to statistics.

What is an Index?

Henry Benjamin Wheatley (1838-1917) was a bibliographer and editor
with a prodigious output of books and articles to his name. Brought up after
the death of both his parents by his brother Benjamin Robert, himself a
skilled bibliographer and cataloguer, Henry compiled catalogues for learned
societies and worked for many years for the Royal Society and the Royal
Society of Arts; he was a founder member of the Library Association and

of the Early English Text Society, and produced an edition of Pepys’ diary
which was not superseded until the 1970s. This work, published in 1879, is
one of two which he produced on the subject of indexing, and which led him
to become known as ‘the father of British indexing’: the Wheatley Medal
awarded by the Society of Indexers is named after him. This book shows the
development of indexes (beginning with the origin of the word itself), gives
rules for their compilation and provides a bibliographical list of important
indexes and concordances. It remains a fascinating introduction to indexing
for the professional and amateur alike.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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WHAT IS AN INDEX?

A FEW NOTES

ON

INDEXES AND INDEXERS.

BY

HENRY B. WHEATLEY, F.8.A.

HON. SEC. OF THE INDEX SOCIETY, AND
TREASURER OF THE EARLY ENGLISH TEXT SOCIETY.

“] for my part venerate the inventor of Indexes; and I know not
to whom to yield the preference, either to Hippocrates, who was
the first great anatomiser of the human body, or to that unknown
labourer in literature who first laid open the nerves and arteries
of a book.’—Isaac Disraeli, Literary Miscellanies.

¢ I magnify mine office.”

LONDON:
PUBLISHED FOR THE INDEX SOCIETY
BY LONGMANS, GREEN & Co., 39, PATERNOSTER ROW.

MDCCCLXXIX,
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SECOND EDITION.

HERTFORD @
PRINTED BY STEPHEN AUSTIN AND SBONS.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108021531
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-02153-1 - What is an Index?: A Few Notes on Indexes and Indexers
Henry Benjamin Wheatley

Frontmatter

More information

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

HISTORICAL ACCOUNT.

Meaning of the word ¢ Index,” 7.—Early use of ¢ Tables,” 7.—Use of the word
¢Index’ by the Romans, 8.—Its introduction into modern languages, 8.—
Naturalisation in English, 10.—Little used in other languages, 11.—The word
¢‘pye, 11.—Opinions on Indexes, 12.—Of Joseph Glanville, 11.—Of Thomas
Fuller, 12.—Of 8. Speed, 13.—Good Index-work, 13.—Prynne a sufferer in the
cause of indexing, 13.—Extracts from the index fo his Histrio-mastix, 14.—Power
in the indexer’s hands, 15.—Dr. William King’s malicious indexes, 16,—Index
to Bromley’s Travels made by a political enemy, 17.—Index to the Biglow Papers,
18.—The author to make his own index, 19. —Monthly Review on indexes, 19.—
Opinion of William Oldys, 19.—Scaliger, an eminent indexer, 20.—Antonio’s in-
dexes, 20.— Baillet’s general index, 21.—Opinion of Bayle, 21.—O0f Leigh Hunt,
22.—Specimens of indexes, 22.—Shenstone’s Schoolmistress, 22.—Richardson’s
Novels, 23.—Tatler, 24.—Indexes by Maittaire, 24.—By Bewyer, 25.—By
John Nichols, 25.— By Maty, 25.—By Ayscough, 25.—By E. H. Barker, 25.—
Macaulay an indexer, 25.—Contempt in which the calling has been held, 26.—
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