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Books of enduring scholarly value

Printing and Publishing History

The interface between authors and their readers is a fascinating subject in

its own right, revealing a great deal about social attitudes, technological
progress, aesthetic values, fashionable interests, political positions, economic
constraints, and individual personalities. This part of the Cambridge Library
Collection reissues classic studies in the area of printing and publishing
history that shed light on developments in typography and book design,
printing and binding, the rise and fall of publishing houses and periodicals,
and the roles of authors and illustrators. It documents the ebb and flow of
the book trade supplying a wide range of customers with products from
almanacs to novels, bibles to erotica, and poetry to statistics.

How to Catalogue a Library

Henry Benjamin Wheatley (1838-1917) was a prolific writer on bibliography,
literature and the arts. As founder of the Index Society, and editor of

The Bibliographer, he was also involved in the foundation of the Library
Association. In that context he wrote several works on library topics. How
to Catalogue a Library (1889) was aimed at smaller library collections,

as existing systems, such as the manuals of the British Museum library

or the Library of Congress, were too elaborate for smaller collections.
Wheatley begins by defining the differences between catalogues, indexes
and bibliographies, and then compares the existing rules. He discusses the
physical form of catalogues and lists the minimum requirements for the
catalogue of a small library. He also discusses cataloguing manuscripts and
cross-referencing, and provides a useful index of Latin place names. The
book contains much on the theory of organisation of information still of
relevance today.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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PREFACE.

HOSE who are intevested in

library work are constantly
asked where a statement of
the first principles of cataloguing may
be found, and the question is one
which it is not easy to answer. Most
of the rules whick have been printed
arve intended for lavge public libravies,
and are mecessavily laid down on a
scale which unfits them for use in the
making of a small catalogue. I have
divided out the subject on a plan
whick I hope will commend itself to
my veaders, and, after discussing the
most notable codes, I have concluded
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vi Preface.

with @ selection of such vules as 1
trust will be found wuseful by those
who are employed in making cata-
logues of ovdinary libvaries.

Here I must express the hope that
my veaders will excuse the frequent
use of the personal pronoun. If the
use of “I” could have been avoided,
I would gladly have avoided it; but
as the main point of the book is the
discussion of principles and theories,
it seemed to me that such value as
the book may possess would be entively
destroyed if I did not give my own
opinions, founded wupon a somewhat
long experience.

In dealing with a subject such as
this, I cannot hope to convince all
my wveaders, but I trust that those
who disagree with wmy arguments
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Preface. vii

will be willing to allow them some
Joree.

The compilation has been attended
with constant feelings of wegret in
my own wmind, for almost every page
has brought wp beforve me the memory
of two wmen with whom I have at
different times discussed most of the
points heve raised,—two men alike in
their unselfish devotion to the cause of
Bibliography. Mr. Henry Bradshaw's
work was wmove widely known, but
Mr. Benjamin R. Wheatley's labours
were scarcely less valued in the smaller
civcle wheve they were known, and
both brought to bear wupon a most
defficult subject the whole force of
their thovoughly practical minds. [T
have learned wmuch jfrom both, and
{ have felt a constant wish to consult
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viil Preface.

them during the preparation of these
pages.

All those who prepared the British
Museun rules ave gome from us;
but happily cataloguers can still boast
of Mr. Cutter of Boston, one of the
Joremost of owr craft. Mr. Cutter
has prepaved a wmost vemarkable code
of rules, and has not only laid down
the law, but has also feaviessly given
the reasons for his jfaith, and these
reasons form a body of sound opinion.
May he lomg lve to do homour to
Bibliography, a cause whick knows
no nationality.

H. B. W.
October, 1889.
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