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The interface between authors and their readers is a fascinating subject in

its own right, revealing a great deal about social attitudes, technological
progress, aesthetic values, fashionable interests, political positions, economic
constraints, and individual personalities. This part of the Cambridge Library
Collection reissues classic studies in the area of printing and publishing
history that shed light on developments in typography and book design,
printing and binding, the rise and fall of publishing houses and periodicals,
and the roles of authors and illustrators. It documents the ebb and flow of
the book trade supplying a wide range of customers with products from
almanacs to novels, bibles to erotica, and poetry to statistics.

A History of Booksellers

Henry Curwen (1845-92) was a journalist and author who became editor of
the Times of India. First published in 1874, A History of Booksellers aimed at
providing an informative but entertaining picture of British bookselling and
publishing, by means of ‘biographies’ of the major publishing houses and
their output. He begins with a general survey of publishing and bookselling
from Roman times to the nineteenth century, including a discussion of
copyright legislation. It is clear that by 1800 the demand for books was
considerable and growing: Alexander Donaldson, who specialised in

cheap reprints of popular works, though repeatedly sued over copyright by
other publishers, died in 1794 a very rich man. Many of the firms Curwen
discusses are still well-known names, such as Longmans, Chambers,
Butterworths and W.H. Smith. He concludes with anecdotes on some of the
better known representatives of the provincial book trade.
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out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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A

HISTORY OF BOOKSELLERS,

THE OLD AND THE NEW.

By HENRY CURWEN.

** In these days, ten ordinary histories of kings and courtiers were well exchanged
against the tenth part of one good History of Booksellers.”—THUMAS CARLYLE.

WITH PORTRAITS AND ILLUSTRATIONS.

L ondon:
CHATTO AND WINDUS, PUBLISHERS.

{SUCCESSORS TO FOHN CAMDEN HOTTEN.)
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PREFACE.

ISTORY” has been aptly termed the
“essence of innumerable biographies;” and
this surely justifies us in the selection of
our title ; but in inditing a volume to be issued ina
cheap and popular form, it was manifestly impossible
to trace the careers of all the eminent members,
ancient and modern, of a Trade so widely extended ;
had we, indeed, possessed all possible leisure for
research, evcry available material, and a space
thoroughly unlimited, it is most probable that the
result would hive been distinguished chiefly for its
bulk, tediousness, and monotony. It was resolved,
therefore, in the first planning of the volume, to
primarily trace the origin and growth of the Book-
selling and Publishing Trades up to a comparatively
modern period ; and then to select, for fuller treat-
ment, the most typical English representatives of each
one of the various branches into which a natural
division of labour had subdivided the whole. And,
by this plan, it is believed that, while some firms at
present growing into eminence may have been
omitted, or have received but scant acknowledgment,
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vi PREFACE.

no one Publisher or Bookseller, whose spirit and labours
have as yet had time to justify a claim to a niche in
the “HISTORY OF BOOKSELLERS,” has been alto-
gether passed over. In the course of our “ HISTORY,”
too, we have been necessarily concerned with the
manner of the “equipping and furnishing” of nearly
every great work in our literature. So that, while on
the one hand we have related the lives of a body of
men singularly thrifty, able, industrious, and perse-
vering—in some few cases singularly venturesome,
liberal, and kindly-hearted—we have on the other, by
our comparative view, tried to throw a fresh, at all
events a concentrated, light upon the interesting story
of literary struggle.

No work of the kind has ever previously been
attempted, and this fact must be an apology for
some, at least, of our shortcomings.

H. C

No vember, 1873.
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